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All the pictures that hung in my memory before 1 knew you have faded and given
place to our radiant moments together.
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Sarah Bernhardt to Victorien Sardou

Wonderful Boy,

Where are you tonight? Your letter came only an hour ago — cruel hour — [
had hoped you would spend it with me here.

Paris is a morgue without you: before I know you, it was Paris, and I thought it
heaven; but now it is a vast desert of desolation and loneliness. It is like the face of a
clock, bereft of its hands.

All the pictures that hung in my memory before I knew you have faded and giv-
en place to our radiant moments together.

Now I cannot live apart from you — your words, even though bitter — dispel
all the cares of the world and make me happy; My art has been suckled by them and
softly rocked in their tender cradle; they are as necessary to me now as sunlight and
air.

I am as hungry for them as for food. 1 am thirsty for them, and my thirst is

overwhelming. Your words are my food, your breath my wine. You are everything to
me.

Your Sarah
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It would be s fine thing, juet the same, in which I hardly dare believe, to pass our
lives near each other, hypnotized by our dreams: your patriotic dream, our humanitarian
dream, and our scientific dream.
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Pierre Curie to Marie Sklodovska

August 10, 1894

Nothing could have given me greater pleasure than to get news of you. The

prospect of remaining two months without hearing about you had been extremely
disagreeable to me: that is to say, your little note was more than welcome.

I hope you are laying up a stock of good air and tat you will come back to us in

October. As for me, I think [ shall not go anywhere; I shall stay in the country, where

I spend the whole day in front of my open window or in the garden.

We have promised each other — haven’t we? to be at least great friends. If

you will only not change your mind! For there are no promises that are binding;
such things cannot be ordered at will. It would be a fine thing, just the same, in
which I hardly dare believe, to pass our lives near each other, hypnotized by our
dreams: your patriotic dream, our humanitarian dream, and our scientific dream.

Of all those dreams the last is, I believe, the only legitimate one. I mean by that
that we are powerless to change the social order and , even if we were not, we should
not know what to do; in taking action, no matter in what direction, we should never
be sure of not doing more harm than good, by retarding some inevitable evolution.
From the scientific point of view, on the contrary we may hope to do something; the
ground is solider here, and any discovery that we may make, however small, will
remain acquired knowledge.

See how it works out: it is agreed that we shall be great friends, but if you leave

France after a year it would be an altogether too Platonic friendship, that of two
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creatures who would never see each other again. Wouldn't it be better for you to stay
with me? I know that this question angers you, and that you don’t want to speak of it
again — and then, too, I feel so thoroughly unworthy of you from every point of
view.

I thought of asking your permission to meet you by chance in Fribourg. But you
are staying there, unless I am mistaken, only one day, and on that day you will of

course belong to our friends the Kovalskis.

Believe me your very devoted,

Pierre Curie

I should be happy if you would write to me and give me the assurance that you
intend to come back in October. If you write direct to Sceaux the letters would get

to me quicker: Pierre Curie, 13 rue des Sablongs, Sceaux (Seine).
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They can take my live, but not the love that 1 feel for you.
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