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Abstract

The aim of this dissertation is to give a historical review and a close
examination of the theories and practices on the research of cultural history
by the Chinese scholars of the 20th century, especially those theories from
the West. By summanizing the achievements and the losses of the research
in this period of history, it reveals the features of Chinese Historiography on
its way to modernization.

As the basic research methed, the article puts the research on the cul-
tural history under the background of the social changes and the collisions
in the communication between the Chinese and the Western cultures in the
20th century, trying te achieve a unity of history and logic. Through a sys-
tematic review of the theories and practices on the research of cultural his-
tory popular during this period of history, the basic tendency and the char-
acteristics of the formation and the development of this branch of historiog-
raphy are discussed in the article, so that some ideas significant for the re-
search on cultural history and the cultural construction of today could be
uncovered.

The article consists of four chapters with an introduction and a conclu-
sion before and after them respectively.

Chapter One deals with " the period of civilization research (1900
1915}", discussing mainly the introduction and its impact of foreign ideas
and theories of civilization history on Chinese academia of historiography in
late Qing dynasty. As a first step, the introduction of the theories on the
research of civilization history by Henry Thomas Buckle of England and
Fukuzawa Yukichi of Japan is discussed, including the contents, research
methods, differences and significance of the two theories. Then, the article

. 5.



L4t B R 6 3 5 3 3% (1900——2000)
I

turns to such Chinese scholars as Liang Qichao, Deng Shi, and Chen
Fuchen for their understanding and explanation of the theories on the re-
search of civilization history, and makes some comments on some works of
historiography by Liang Qichao, Liu Shipei, Cai Yuanpei and Zhang Li-
ang. It is pointed out in the end that Chinese scholars, due to the national
crisis of that time before the invasion of the Western powers, concentrate
more on the nationality and the national survival instead of the scientifical-
ness in their discussion of the subject. This certainly causes some misun-
derstandings of the Buckle§ theories and has to do with the Chinese social
environment in early 20th century.

Chapter Two is concerned with " the period of naissance for the re-
search of cultural history (1915—1927). It mainly explains the reasons
why the research on cultural history became popular in china during the "
May 4th” movement and gives an analysis of the practices in the research
of cultural history by such Chinese scholars as Liang Qichao, Lin Yizheng,
Chen Dengyuan, Zhu Qianzhi and Zhu Dongsun at a time when various
Western theories on cultural history were introduced in China. A major
point of the chapter on the subject is that the introduction of Western theo-
ries on the research was grand and wide, not only closely following the re-
search of the international academia of history, but also creating a tendency
of free academic contention of different schools of thoughts, among which
the most representative are New Historiography, New Humanism, New Vi-
talism, Historical Materialism and the Three Principles of People raised by
Sun Yat - Sen. A brief introduction at the end of this chapter is given about
the contents, the representative theorists and the social influence of all the-
ses schools mentioned above.

Chapter Three is about the " the period of prosperity for the research of
cultural history (1927—1937)". It is held in this chapter that the debate
on the nature and history of society, the discussion on the building of cul-
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Abstract

ture, the introduction of the works of Western culiural history, and the es-
tablishment of the science of culture as an academic study all promoted the
prosperity of the research of cultural history in every aspect during this peri-
od of time. Among the popular theories on culture, socisl seiences were
noted for their concem for social life, especially for the life at the lower
level of the society, with analytics as its approach of research, while cul-
tural anthropology were mostly concerned about the spreading of foreign
cultures, using comparison as its method of research. The two native — hom
ideas on the research of cultural history are the Three Principles of People,
which, as political thoughts, pays its attention to Nationalism, Democracy
and the Peeple® Livelihood, and the idea of provincialism that cares mainly
for the cultural history of a local place. The academic works published dur-
ing this time include The Series of Chinese Cultural History, A Complete
History of Chinese Culture, The Cultural History of Shandong, etc. . These
publications started to show their own features in the course of the absorp-
tion of foreign theories on cultural history and indicates the increasing ma-
turity of the study on the cultural history.

Chapter Four is about the " the periced of nationalism in the research of
cultural history (1937—1949)". During the war against Japanese aggres-
sion, nationalism is the most appealing soul in the Chinese academia, cer-
tainly including the field of cultural history. So, in this chapter the book,
The Introduction of Chinese Cultural History by Qian Mu, a cultural nation-
abst, is discussed against the background of that period of time, and, at
the same time, the theories of cultural morphologists are analyzed through a
review of the spreading of these theories in China after 1920s. The major
discussion of this chapter, however, is about the materialist theories on the
research of cultural history and the research practices conducted by Yang
Dongehen, Chen Guogiang and Chen Gaoyong in the 1930s, Chen
Zhutong, with the magazine Chinese Culture, in the 19480s. All these show
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that the research of cultural history is closely related io society and the na-
tional survival.

Chapter Five deals with" the reflourishing period of the researh on cul-
tural history (1980—2000)", This chapter focuses on the theory of cultur-
al history, the idea of provincialism, the idea of general his tory and works
on cultural history under the guide of the axis theory.

On the basis of all the discussions in the previous chapters, the con-
clusion gives an analysis of the gains and the losses of the research on the
cultural history in the 20th century, and then goes on to depict a view of its
future trends. It believes that the research of cultural history in the 20th
century is essentially an institional renovation and custom improvement a-
round the maintenance and the discarding of the traditional culture. As a
result, the research is still left far behind of the realization and the develop-
ment of modemnization. On the whole, the research has not reached an ide-
al level, though great progress has already been made. In fact its signifi-
cance has not been clearly understood due to the lack of academic criteria
and a scientific system for the research, and its status in the research field
of history is not important yet. In light of the experience of the 20th centu-
1y, the trend for the future research of cultural history seems to continue to
explore the way of the research to modernization, to strengthen the con-
struction of the academic study and to experiment with new scientific ap-
proaches and techniques for the research. As for the writing, emphasis

should be put on knowledge, entertsinment and scientificalness of the ze-
search,
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