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The Gods wint Lify Yoo

Magnificent dream Say you will follow it Magnificent dream
Say you will honour it Magnificent dream
If you touch me with invisible fingers If you hold me
Then I'1l go higher, faster I will be stronger
Then the Gods will lift you so far above the ground
Then the Gods will hold you up if you don’t look down
If T go running up the hill if I want to then
I will if T go higher, faster if I am stronger
Down to the land and sea then the spirit will survive
And the heart is pure Then the city comes alive
Then the Gods will lift you high Then the Gods will lift you high
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By Christina Baker Kline

Several months ago, 1 had lunch
with a friend I hadn™ t seen in a
while. Over salad and coffee, she
listened as | described life with two
boys under age 2. and I got to hear
about the kind of life I barely re-
member, where two adults living in
the same house can have an extended
conversation, and deciding what to
wear isn’ t dictated by the related
perils of letdown and spit-up.

As we waited for the check,
Sarah asked. “So, when was the last
time you took time for yourself?”

“I'm doing it right now, I
said.

“No.

. “ .
said earnestly. 1 mean, time alone.p

This doesn’ t count,  she
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Time to explore your own needs. Soul

time.

Over the succeeding weeks, I
couldn’t get Sarah’s words out of my
mind. Soul time. I began thinking
about how many women writers, from
Virginia Woolf to Tillie Olsen, have
talked about the importance of privacy
and contemplation in maintaining a
sense of self. Scanning the shelves of
a bookstore in search of a present for a
friend, I stumbled upon Simple Abun-
A Daybook of Comfort and

Joy, by Sarah Ban Breathnach, and

dance:

my eyes fell on the words, “Finding a
quiet center in which to create and
sustain an authentic life has become as

essential as breathing. " p
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I started wondering what would be
left of my identity when my children
were grown. Like most new mothers, [
try to keep up with the news, go to an
occasional art exhibit, and read book
reviews  (if not always the books them-
selves) . My relationship with the out-
side world is important to me, and |
But

during these years when I’ ve chosen to

have worked hard to nurture it.
surround myself with needy. knee-high
for my children, as
and

ageing parents--am I sustaining my re-

people--"doing”
well as my husband, community,
lationship with my inner world?

Now, when the sitter comes, be-
fore 1 do anything else | sometimes
spend a half hour at a coffee bar writ-
ing in a notebook. Sometimes T sit
by the river. I have been conducting
little mental exercises, uncovering as-
pects of my life that might bear explo-
ration.

One week 1 focused on overcoming
feelings that gnaw at me: my worries
about spending money when I'm not
making much; about not reading enough
pop-
videos into the

child-development books: about
ping one of the kids’
VCR when my nerves are frayed. An-
my child-

other week 1 reflected on

hood. looking at choices my parents »
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made and how I might learn from their

example.

Mostly I think about the many .

hats I wear and how these different
roles--wife, mother, daughter, friend--
converge to create my identity. As |
reframe and refine my understanding of
who I am and who I want to become, |
am learing to value what is important
and let go of the rest.

Because I” ve been on call for
others for so long, I sometimes have
difficulty discerning what I need. It
may take time, but I' m willing to
spend it. T don’t want to put my jour-
ney on hold while my children start
theirs.

As it turns out, instead of being
an indulgence, this time alone is
making me a better mother. I come
back more focused than before, and
better able to take my children’s de-
mands in stride. I can run farther and
faster in this marathon of motherhood,
because I am learning to stop and
breathe deeply now and then.
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How Motorol

Snapped Out Of Its Funk

By Willlam Holstein

In the early 1990s, before the Inter-
net redefined the game, Motorola was
among America’ s most successful tech-
With

snapping up its cellular telephones,

nology companies.
pagers, and other high-tech thingam-
abobs, Motorola’s sales more than dou-
bled from $10 billion in 1989 to $22
billion by 1994.

But then Motorola, case study in
excellence, became Motorola, basket
case. Smug and self-satisfied, the com-
pany clung to the analog technology it
used in cell phones, altogether missing
the shift to digital. Two companies from
Finland and Sweden,

routed the mighty Motorola in the wire-

of all places,

less phone market. »
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A leadership crisis

&Y

particularly after

compounded the prob-
lems, respected
Chief Executive George Fisher left in
late 1993 to head Eastman Kodak.
The new boss, Chris Galvin, 49, the
third generation of his family to run
was considered un-

At
CEO at a rival company scoffed that

the company,
seasoned--at best. the time, a
Motorola seemed destined for “second
tier status.

Happily for Galvin, that hasn’t
happened. In fact, Motorola not only

very
company but is once again at the

remains much a first-tier

edge of the technological
the

cutting

changes sweeping nation. »
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Much of the credit for the turn around
goes to veteran executive Merle Gilmore.
Last summer, Galvin named Gilmore,
an old confidant, to take over five com-
munications subsidiaries that account
for about 70 percent of Motorola’ s sales.
Gilmore, 51, promptly set up an of-
fice as president of a new” Communica-
tions Enterprise” in an office building
over the sprawling Motorola

The

Gilmore had

towering
headquarters ‘west of Chicago.
symbolism was obvious:
broad freedom to remake Motorola.

Going outside Motorola’ s ranks,
Gilmore has brought in executives from
Ericsson, Ameritech, and Apple Com-
puter. He has also launched a flurry of
acquisitions as well as joint ventures and
alliances with Alcatel and Cisco Sys-
tems.

Gilmore has also cut several thou-
sand jobs mostly out of the overlapping
bureaucracies and moved, 3, 000 engi-
neers from areas that didn’ t have bright
futures to products like digital phones.
About 70, 000 employees now report to
Gilmore, an empire larger than those of
the vast majority of American captains of
industry.

Gilmore can talk the talk, pre-
dicting “tornadic” technological change

to come. In the future, he says, mobile»
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telephones, two-way pagers, personal
and other handheld de-

vices will combine voice and Internet

organizers,
services. Consumers will be able to
use them anywhere, anytime. “This is
not about technology, ™ Gilmore says.
“It’ s really about changing the way
people live their lives. ~

As the company rolls out a se-
ries of new products, Motorola is also
poised to regain market share from
Nokia and Ericsson. Hoffman, a se-
nior analyst, says Motorola already is
challenging Sweden’s Ericsson as the
U.S. market leader for the “global
system for mobile communication”
technology. It is also gaining ground
on the Finnish Nokia,
toughest

Motorola’ s
Nokia
makes dual-and tri-band phones that

single competitor.
work on combinations of analog and
digital networks, giving it a. broader

Motorola
about 30
percent of all cell phones sold in
the United States, according to
That” s still the No. 1
spot, but it’s a far cry from the 50

portfolio than Ericsson’ s.

currently  accounts for

Dataquest.

percent market share Motorola enjoyed

in 1995.
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What's Behind The Escalating Trend Of

Black-White Marriage? o LS

DS RS BESE BIRP Tt 2?

As we head into the new
milennium, marrying and dating
across gultural lines seem to be

Jncreasimg at record rates.
Almost anywhere you go

these days, you will encounter .
mixed-race couples: at the gro-
cery store, the theater, at a
company function, at-a con- »
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cert, even at church.

In movies, on televi-
sion and even on Broadway.
the theme of interracial love
has become en vogue. A
musical,

new  Broadway

Marie Christine, revolves

around a relationship in the
1800s Black

woman (Audra McDonald)

between a

and White sea captain.
According to the U, S,
Census 1997
there were 311, 000 inter-
(Black-While) mar-

ried couples,

Bureau, in

racial
more than six
times as many as in 1960.
of lh()se, 201, 000 were
(()mpllsed of a Black hus-
hand and White wife, while
there were 110, 000 couples

in which the husband was
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White and the wife Black. §ome esti-

mate_that today 10 percent of married

Black men have mates of another race.

Some social observers say that the

increase in _cross- cultural relationships

is }led dne_tli to the breakdown of

school and residential segregation_and
the 1967 overthrow of ﬁelaz;/i:nt’it;is-
That year the U.S.

declared

cegenation laws.
Supreme CT)I:I unconstitu
tional laws barring racial intermarriage
in Virginia and 15 other states. A mixed
couple in Virginia had challenged the
state” s 1924 antimiscegenation statute
in response to their being forced by lo-
cal law officials to live apart, go to jail
or leave the state. »
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In addition, most grade
schools and colleges are
integrated, and so are
workplaces and neighbor-
hoods. Many middle-class
Black kids grow up in af-
fluent White areas and so-
cialize with White kids from
kindergarten on. When they
reach the adolescent and
teen years, they naturally
are attracted to those within

the same social circles in
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which they grew up and in which they
are comfortable.
Alvin Poussaint, MD, a professor

Harvard Medical

School, says there is an increase in

of psychiatry at

interracial marriages at this time be-
cause Black people are moving more
and more into what he refers to as the
“mainstream of American society, = and
social barriers are dissolving.

“Some of the negative attitudes to-
ward interracial marriage have been
lifted considerably, " says Dr. Pous-
“Today you see young people
watching MTV (where they see Whites

and Blacks interacting in the music

saint.

videos) . You see more mixed dating
and mixed couples. This has become

less taboo. You also see an easing »
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of a kind of pressure on
Blacks who are thinking
about dating or marrying
interracially. Since there is
no social sanction in the
Black community, people
feel free to say, ‘I like this
person and this is what I
want to do, so 'l doit. "

The specific reasons
behind the escalating trend
of dating and mating across
color and racial lines vary
from individual to individ-
ual. Some Black women say
they were atiracted to their
White spouses because they
difficult 1o

meet Black men on their

had found it

social and income levels.
Others say their mates treat
them well and share com-

mon interests.
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Some people seem to simply prefer
to date people of another race. For in-
stance, Robert DeNiro has had two
Black wives and has dated a number of
Black women, including models Naomi
Campbell and Tookie Smith. O.].
Simpson continues to demonstrate a

White
Goldberg consistently dates

preference for and

Whoopi
White guys.

women,

While interracial mating is more
accepted in today’ s society, there
nevertheless are stereotypes and other
negative aspects to be considered. So-
ciety in general has a history of frown-
ing on Black-White marriages, and
despite integration elsewhere, many
people in the White as well as the »
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