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ABSTRACT

“Zhe” is not only a very important particle in Modern Chi-
nese grammar, but also a difficult component in the teaching of
Chinese to foreigners. In the last several decades, many re-
searchers have examined the grammatical function and meaning of
“zhe”, but they have reached no consensus. In this study, I ex-
plore further the function and meaning of “zhe” on the basis of
previous research, and hope to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion.

[ have identified two major positions of “zhe” and examined
“zhe” under both conditions: (a) after the main verb of the sen-
tence, and (b) before the main verb of the sentence, in which
case the structure is “X zhe V" and X is mostly a verb, but some-
times an adjective, a preposition, a pronoun, a adverb, or a single
morpheme.

For cases of “zhe” in (a), I compare the semantic differences
between the sentences with “zhe” and those without, and con-
clude that “zhe” is a static marker. A further analysis of verbs in
Chinese dialects reveals that the contrast between static and dy-
namic is a universal category of verbs in the Chinese language. For
cases of “zhe” in (b), I examine first and foremost the relation-

ship between “X” and “V”. With a focus on verbs in these cases,
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I show that if a sentence contains two verbs, the verbs cannot oc-
cur adjacently (except “lai”, “qu”, predicate-object structures
and resultative verb-complement structures). There must be an-
other component in between, which reflects the semantic relations
between the two verbs. “Zhe” in “X zhe V” is such a component,

indicating that X is a manner accompanying the ongoing action de-

scribed by V.
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