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INTRODUCTION

No thoughtful person can look with comfort at the condition of the
world in the last decade of the 20th century. The Cold War, which kept
the world’ s nations in constant tension for more than a quarter of a centu-
ry, is over, but peace has not descended on the earth. There are a num-
ber of wars going on right now, with others in the making. Zbigniew

«

Brzezinski’ s recent book, Out of Control, describes itself as “not a pre-
diction but an urgent warning. It is about the state of global politics to-
day, about what may happen by the onset of the 21st century, and also
about what must not be allowed to happen” (p.ix). Part I of the book,
“The Politics of Organized Insanity,” describes the destruction, during
the present century, of approximately 170,000,000 people through wars
and dictatorial genocide, and it details the ideological myths which led to
this mind-numbing statistic. It concludes by saying that this “was a cen-
tury in which man—animated by irrational metamyths—sought to usurp
the divine and was cast into an apocalypse of his own making. ” We are
living in a dark time indeed.

The climate of world opinion was much more optimistic at the begin-
ning of the century than it is today. This was due in part to the amazing
progress in living standards which had come about in the West. This
change was the product of advances in science and technology which
made life easier and more convenient. In addition to the good feeling in-
spired by material progress, there was a naive hope that western civiliza-
tion had genuinely become better, that an era of peace was just around

the corner. This optimism had its basis, at least to a large extent, in the
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widespread social consensus around the historic values of a Judeo-Chris-
tian worldview. Although religion was even at that time being increasingly
elbowed out of the public square, there was a far reaching sense that
Christian morality pointed the way to world peace.

That optimism was ill conceived. Powerful cultural forces were al-
ready at work that would lead ultimately in the West to the privatization of
religion and the denial of any place for it in the public domain. It can be
demonstrated, however, that, in spite of the evident and manifold faulis
of Christians and their activities in modern history, Western civilization
has been deeply and beneficially influenced by Christianity over the last
two millennia. The chapters which follow are an attempt to trace and doc-
ument that influence.

The value of documenting the influence of Christianity is evidenced by
the old dictum that those who refuse to remember history are doomed to re-
peat it. It is ironic that in a time when America, the leading world power at
the moment, is working feverishly to remove religion, and particularly
Christianity , from any dominant influence in its culture, other nations, par-
ticularly in eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, are appealing for
teachers to come and help them restore the influence of Christianity in pub-
lic affairs. It is the author’s hope that the following studies may be of some
use to serious students of world affairs by suggesting directions of thought
and action which must be pursued if we are to avoid the apocalypse of
which the 20th century has given us a grisly preview.

I am indebted to Lowell Hagan for his gracious help in reviewing
most of the chapters and making valuable suggestions for change. I am
also deeply grateful 1o Dr. Charles Chao, a longtime friend, for his kind-
ness in making the translation into Chinese. The weaknesses which may

appear are, however, my own.
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