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POLITICS

' Snap Judgments

‘Vocabulary Preparation:

snap / snaep / made quickly, without careful thought & f; £
ey

slick / slik / done in a skilful and attractive way; very good or
attractive I3Ubi); 5| A

ad / 2ed / an advertisement; a public notice offering or asking for
goods, services, etc. |4

commercial / kama:[l / an advertisement on television or radio
O # ) 4

candidate / 'keendidat / someone who is competing in an election
fi i A

glimpse / glimps / a quick look at someone or something that does
not allow you to see them clearly # [jl,; —#&

demonstrate /'demenstrert / to show or describe how to do
something or how something works /5535 ; i 7%

clip / klp / a short part of a film or television program that is shown
by itself, especially as an advertisement F B By

rate / rert / to think that someone or something has a particular
quality, value, or standard ¥¥4f; 1EH#
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weird / wiad / very strange and unusual, and difficult to understand or explain
BERH; MR ARBIE

glance / gla:ns / a quick or brief look — . H—F

prehistoric / ,pri:hi'storik / relating to the time in history before anything was
written down S Rij )

Peter Jennings (born in 1938 in Canada) the lead anchor and senior editor of
ABC News’ World News Tonight, where he has established a reputation for
independence and excellence in broadcast journalism. He became an
American citizen in 2004. {18 - &7

ABC the American Broadcasting Company, a television and radio network in the
United States, today owned by the Walt Disney Company 3 [H) &7\ 5]

Robert Krulwich a New York-based ABC News correspondent who appears
regularly on Nightline. He also reports for World News Tonight With Peter
Jennings, and Good Morning America. A% - W& /RYEAT

wrnews report and fill in

the blanks.

Peter Jennings: Thank you for joining us this evening: Snap Judgments.
Candidates in the political campaign are going to spend hundreds of millions
of dollars this year trying to 1  with slick 30-second commercials. But
maybe all they need are five-second ads, even two seconds! ABC’s Robert
Krulwich tonight on how important 2 is.

(People yelling in background )

Robert Krulwich: Now it’s getting interesting, and as these candidates flash by
on TV for a second or two, even 3  makes an impression. A bigger
impression than you know.

Nalini Ambady: Yeah, I think you are making an impression.

Robert Krulwich: Psychology professor Nalini Ambady knows this, because a

few years ago she did an experiment. She asked 4  students like these to
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come to a classroom here at Harvard and she showed them short videos of
teachers 5 . Let me demonstrate. She showed a guy like me, lecturing
in a lecture hall, except you (talking to professor) turned off the sound. So
they watched something like this, a teacher teaching 6  for how long?
(asking the professor)

Nalini Ambady: These clips are 10 seconds long.

Robert Krulwich: Ten seconds?

Nalini Ambady: Uh huh.

Robert Krulwich: That’s all?

Nalini Ambady: Yeah.

Robert Krulwich: Then—we’re re-creating this here ( showing chart), the
students were asked to rate the teacher in a number of categories. And
_ 7 were then compared to a course evaluation filled out by students
-who’d have the teacher three days a week for a whole semester. And what
happened?

Nalini Ambady: Uhm... there was 8 . It was amazing!

Robert Krulwich: So students who saw the professor for ten seconds gave the
exact same ratings as the students who knew him for months!

Nalini Ambady: Precisely! That’s exactly what we found.

Robert Krulwich: Ok, now just for the fun of it, you get 9  students and
you show them clips of professors that last two seconds—two seconds and
no sound! Which is ... like, nothing!

Nalini Ambady: Yeah. (laughing) It passes by fast.

Robert Krulwich: And after a two-second look, student ratings were 10 to
the full semester evaluation. That is so weird!

Nalini Ambady: Ah, well, we had the same reaction.

Robert Krulwich: But if a two-second glimpse can tell you that much about a
teacher, just possibly a two-second glance on the TV can tell you something
important about a candidate for president. From prehistoric times we have
evolved to look at faces and make snap judgments: is he going to hurt me?
is he going to help me? Brains, says Professor Ambady, can decide a lot in
two seconds. So quick impressions matter! Robert Krulwich, ABC News.
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~Hillary Clinton’s Journey

exclusively / 1k'sklu:sivli / only; not shared with others Jii 4 #l1; Jh 5 Hh

memoir / 'memwa: / a book by someone important and famous in which they
write about their life and experiences [1]1Z5%; H1{%

scandal / 'skeendl / action, attitude, etc. that is disgraceful or shameful H [f];
HAT; HEF

wring someone’s neck to kill someone by twisting their neck or pressing their
throat with your hands, a rope, etc. used when you are very angry with
someone i T; 5t

aftermath / 'a:ftemae@ / the period of time after something such as a war,
storm, or accident when people are still dealing with the results 32 {5 19
—Bm; FE

run for to be a candidate in an election (for a political position) 3% ( F—E 4
HANZ )

senate / 'senit / the smaller and more important of the two parts of the
government with the power to make laws, in countries such as the US,
Australia, and France Z13 [

confess / kan'fes / to admit, especially to the police, that you have done
something wrong or illegal 7&K\ ; 3H [

due / dju: / scheduled; expected il & ) ; FilA

headline / 'hedlarn / a line of words printed in large letters as the title of a story
in a newspaper, or the main points of the news that are broadcast on
television or radio Fpill; AR E

break / breik / to disclose; to make known jit§%; %7

rumor / 'ru:ma / (instance of) information spread by being talked about but not
certainly true 3% ; £

intern / 'inta:n / someone, especially a student, who works for a short time in a

particular job in order to gain experience 524, LA
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log / log / a record of events H i ; idsk

cross-examine / kros 1g'zeemin / to question someone closely, especially with
regard to answers or information given previously #%[1]; %]

testify / 'testifar / to give evidence; to declare as a witness, especially in court
SEMLUEHSE ; FEIE

oath / aub / (words used in making a) solemn promise to do something or
solemn declaration that something is true & %F; %in]; ¥4

level with someone to speak honestly to someone, after hiding some unpleasant
facts from them Xf------ WLSLTE

furious / 'fjuarias / full of violent anger JE&X 1 ; FAL1H

dumbfounded / dam'faundid / extremely surprised or astonished {52 ; H g
FIOR Y

be beside oneself to be feeling so angry, excited, etc. that one finds it difficult
to control themselves; in a state of extreme excitement or anger JL°F % IF
H) s AR Y

Jjury / 'd3ueri / group of people in a law court who have been chosen to listen to

the facts in a case and to decide whether the accused person is guilty or not
guilty [ H; 1R % 4y

air / ea / to broadcast something on radio or television ( £ JoZk HL ok L) |5 5
194

Elizabeth Vargas (1962— ) a correspondent for ABC News 20/20 since June
1997 and an anchor for World News Tonight Saturday RIS - FCIN;

Barbara Walters (1929— ) an American television commentator known for
her many years as a network anchor on news programs, on the Today show,
for her years on the newsmagazine 20/20 and on the estrogen-chat program
The View B 4L - R/REF

Monica Lewinsky (1973— ) an American businesswoman who was caught up
in a sex scandal investigation when she was an intern working at the White
House. While at the White House she had a short-term sexual relationship
with the President. The news of this affair, and the resulting investigation,
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and impeachment, became known as the Lewinsky scandal. R i - 3€iR

:1TE S
Bill Clinton (1946— ) the 42nd President of the US, from 1993 to 2001.

Clinton was a popular President for most of his period in office, because the

US economy was strong. He is also known for a sex scandal with Monica

Lewinsky that happened near the end of the time he was president. F(/R -

SEARAS

Eastern Time the standard time in the 5th time zone west of Greenwich, used in
the eastern United States ( £ [E ) ZR 3B} a]

into-the interview and ancswer the

following questions or complete the
unfinicshed statement.

1. What did Mrs Clinton talk about in the exclusive interview by ABC’s Barbara
Walters?

A.
B.

D.

Why she wrote her memoir Living History.
Why and when Mr Clinton had an affair with the White House intern
Monica Lewinsky.

. The book Living History and how she came to learn the details surrounding

the Monica Lewinsky scandal.
Her memoir the Living History and how she cross-examined Mr Clinton on

the Monica Lewinsky scandal.

. According to Hillary Clinton, what were the most difficult decisions she had

made in her life?

A.
B.
C.

D.
. When did Bill Clinton confess to Hillary Clinton that he did have an affair

To marry Bill Clinton and to help him run for the Presidency.

To stay married to Bill Clinton and to run for the Senate from New York.
To forget the dark days of 1998 and to stay out of the 2004 presidential
campaign.

To forgive Bill Clinton and to run for the 2008 Presidency.

with the White House intern Monica Lewinsky?

A.

Not until just two days before he was to testify under oath about the
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affair.

B. Not until just two weeks before he was to testify under oath about the
affair.

C. Immediately after the media started making headlines of the affair.

D. Long before the media started making headlines of the affair.

4. How did Hillary Clinton respond upon hearing Bill Clinton’s confession of the

affair?

A. She sat beside Bill Clinton and became furious.

B. She cried, cursed Monica Lewinsky, and slapped Bill Clinton in the face.

C. She went to sleep again and pretended to be calm.

D. She felt betrayed and became furious.

5. Deeply hurt by her husband disloyalty and dishonesty, Mrs Clinton

A.
B.
C.
D.

continued her duties as the First Lady as usual.

decided to leave for New York and to run for the Senate there.
scolded her husband for the affair, sought divorce, and failed.
devoted all herself to writing the memoir.

poll / paul / the process of finding out what people think about something by
asking many people the same question, or the record of the result; to ask
someone his or her opinion as part of a public opinion poll &l ; &2

Democrat / 'demakraet / a member or supporter of the Democratic Party of the
US £ R 355 5

idealize / ar'dislaiz / to imagine or represent something or someone as being
perfect or better than they really are FHAHAL

smear / smia / to stain or attempt to destroy the reputation of someone 3 Jji;
15

corruption / ka'rap[n / dishonest, illegal, or immoral behavior, especially from



