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President Jiang Zemin dedicated this album, “China’s Olympics — A Century-Old Dream Comes True", on March 19, 2002
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n Moscow on July 13, 2001, Juan Antonio Samaranch, Chairman of the
International Olympic Committee (I0C), declared that Beijing had been chosen
to host the 2008 Olympic Games through election. Instantly, the whole country
became a scene of jubilation. In Beijing, Chinese President Jiang Zemin and
other Chinese Communist Party and state leaders joined overjoyed crowds at
the China Millennium Monument, and President Jiang Zemin delivered a speech
in celebration of this historical event. A sleepless night, in fact a national carnival, followed.
Atop the Gate of Heavenly Peace, President Jiang and his colleagues shared the joy of the tens
of thousands in the square below, who let themselves go singing and dancing until dawn.

Thanks to Beijing’s victory, a dream cherished by the Chinese people for a whole century
had come true.

The selection of Beijing by the IOC to host the 2008 Games testified to the importance
attached to China by the world. After an inspection tour of Beijing in February 2001, the
I0C Evaluation Commission concluded that “a Beijing Games would leave a unique legacy
to China and to sport”. An Olympi¢ Games held in the country with one-fifth of the world's
population will unquestionably boost the Olympic Movement and promote its spirit
worldwide.

Beijing’s choice as host of the XXIX Olympiad is equally an opportunity of major
importance for China's development in the 21st century, for it has also greatly enhanced the
patriotic sentiments of the entire Chinese people. The Olympic torch will shine bright over
the entire country, igniting the creativity of the Chinese nation towards an even better future.
China, which takes pride in her history of 5,000 years, has undertaken to present the world
with an Olympiad recognized as the best in the history of the modern Olympics.

Beijing owes her victory to leadership of the Party Central Committee and the State
Council, to the constant growth and reinforcement of national strength under the government’s
reform-and-opening policy, to enhancement of the country’s international status, and to the
support of the Chinese people from all ethnic groups. Central to all these things was the
incredible work done by the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games Bid Committee (BOBICO), which
from the moment of its formation proved to be highly efficient, painstaking in all it undertook
and as visionary as it was possible to be.

Beijing did so much to win the right to host the 2008 Olympic Games, and is now doing
even more to ensure that she will fulfill the pledge to host an unforgettable Games.

The Beijing Organizing Committee for the XXIX Olympic Games (BOCOG) was
inaugurated in Beijing in December 2001. On March 28, 2001, the Beijing Municipal People’s
Government and BOCOG published the Beijing Olympic Action Plan. Fulfillment of the
pledge to host the best Olympic Games in history has thus become a major development
target that Beijing is sparing no effort to achieve. The bid slogan, “New Beijing, Great
Olympics”, continues to boost the confidence of our people and inspire them in their march
towards a better life.

This album, which comes off the press as we celebrate the first anniversary of Beijing’s
victory, is a photographic record designed to help readers review the city’s extraordinary bid
process. On March 19, 2002, inscriptions written by President Jiang Zemin for a series in
honor of the victory, “China’s Olympics — A Century-Old Dream Comes True”, were
published. We believe that these inscriptions will boost the enthusiasm of the entire Chinese
people in the country’s construction. The nation will rally round the Party Central Committee
with Jiang Zemin at the helm, uphold the “Three-Represents” principle, work hard in the
spirit of pressing ahead in step with the progress of the times, and build an even better future

for socialist China.
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“Congratulations to Beijing's success” was on the electronic screen at the China Millennium Monument
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o loaders Jiang Zemin, Li Peng, Zhu Rongji, LI Ruihuan, Hu Jintao and Wei Jianxing celebrate

China Millennium Monument
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Photo shows Vice-Premier Li Langing and BOBICO delegation heads Liu Qi and Yuan Weimin extending salutes to journalists after their

presentation to the IOC 112th session in Moscow on the afternoon of July 13, 2001
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Jia Qinglin (second from right), member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and Secretary of the Beijing Municipal
Committee of the CPC, attending the mass celebration at the China Millennium Monument
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n 1908, Tianjin Youth, a magazine

published by a group of enlightened

Chinese, asked the entire nation to

ponder the following questions: When

will it be possible for China to send

an athlete to an Olympic Games?
When will it be possible for China to send a
team of athletes to an Olympic Games? And
when will it be possible for China to host an
Olympic Games on her own soil?

The first question was answered when a
lone Chinese athlete, Liu Changchun, was sent
to the 1932 Olympics to compete. He was
climinated in the first round of his contest. In
1984, athletes sent by New China won the
country’s first batch of Olympic gold medals at
the Los Angeles Games, thus opening a new
chapter in the history of Chinese Olympism.
Despite the excellent achievements of Chinese
athletes in the following Olympics, the last of
the three questions remained ... when would
China actually host an Olympic Games?

Keen attention to the development of sports
has characterized New China’s leadership of all
the three generations. In the 1950s, Chairman
Mao Zedong called for “developing sports and
improving the people’s physiques™. During a
tour of Beijing’s Asian Games Village in July
1990, Deng Xiaoping, the architect of China’s
current reforms, stated in explicit terms that
China, too, should make a bid to host an
Olympics. In 1993, Beijing narrowly lost her
first Olympics bid to host the 2000 Games, the
honor going to Sydney.

Beijing was always confident of winning the
right to host the 2008 Olympics, knowing that
behind her is a country now globally acclaimed
for its burgeoning economic growth and
everlasting political stability — a country that
has made rapid social progress and ensured the
unity of her people, made up of 56 ethnic
groups. Beijing was and is confident of herself,

a confidence stemming from her constantly

growing economic strength and from the

changes she has wrought about in her citizens’
material and cultural life. From these
achievements have come huge infrastructure
development and greatly improved
enyironment.

In 1998, the Chinese Government decided
thar Beijing should bid to host the 2008 Olympic
Games, and on September 6, 1999, the Beijing
2008 Olympic Games Bid Commitree
(BOBICO) was founded. The city thus began
her strenuous efforts in going all out to win.

On May 8, 2000, Premier Zhu Rongji told
a group of foreign guests that the Chinese
Government would give full support to Beijing
in her bid for the 2008 Games. Berween
September 2000 and February 2001, Jiang
Zemin also made the pledge on behalf of the
Chinese Government in letters to IOC Chairman
Samaranch — this at a ceremony to welcome
Chinese athletes back from the Sydney Olympics
— and when he met the IOC Evaluation
Commission during its visit to Beijing.

Beijing’s Candidature File, submitted by
BOBICO to the I0C, included letters signed by
President Jiang and Premier Zhu reaffirming the
Chinese Government’s support for Beijing’s
Olympic bid. The file also included leters signed
by the heads of relevant government
departments, assuring the IOC of assistance.
Vice-Premier Li Langing led a Chinese
Government delegation to the 112th I0C
meeting in Moscow that awarded Beijing the
2008 Games. Speaking before the 1OC
members’ vote took place, he reiterated the
pledge of the Chinese Government to honor each
and every commitment it had made in Beijing’s
Candidarture File, and to do whatever it could
to help Beijing fulfill her promises.

July 13, 2001 has gone down in history as
the day the Chinese nation’s century-old dream
came true. When the Beijing Olympics opens, it
will be exactly 100 years since the three

Olympic-related questions were asked.




