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FOREWORD

If you are looking for a book of plans, put this back on the
pile, for it contains not a single plan. Look around a bit, you will find
loads of them on other piles, and very attractive pictures they have in
them, too . The objective of this book is not to sell you a plan, but to
sit down with you and explain all of the intricacies of a building
operation .

I have never ceased to wonder, during my professional career, at
the lack of understanding of these intricacies with which many a lay-
man_approaches this great adventure.To see the starry-eyed enthusi-
asm he displays as he throws himself into it and then to see,in many
cases, that light fade out and be replaced by a dull, hard glaze of
disillusionment, hurts my tender-hearted soul. Therefore I have long
felt the need of some sort of education in the matter for those who are
about to build,and of a note,or a few bars® , of warning of the pit-
falls that lie all about,so that at least those who listen and take heed
may experience the joy and satisfaction that comes to him who goes
about the job in the proper way. Of course you may not believe all
that I have to tell you, and others of my profession will not agree with
me in many things, but if you will follow the general precepts here
laid down, the delight and gratification that you deserve should move

into your new home with you.
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SOMEONE once said—it was probably a character in the
Bible or in Shakespeare—most quotations seem to come from one or
the other—that every man has two ambitions: one to write a book,
and the other to build a house. It is a pity that the sage who made
this wise crack® did not amend the second ambition and make it
“two houses,” the idea being that the first house would be for expe-
rience and the second to live in. But unfortunately the saying is as
originally quoted and therefore most men, when they have realized
this ambition, stop there, not necessarily because they are satisfied
with the result, but for various other reasons: they have either expend-
ed so much more in the process of reaching their goal than they had
intended that they will spend the rest of their lives catching up, or it
develops that they have built in the wrong neighborhood and soon find
that to get out again they must sell at a loss, or they have made sever-
al errors in the planning which they will never cease regretting, or
they have done all three . These are the people one hears saying: “If 1
ever build again—!" and they are the very ones who should build
again, for they have learned the hard way® and their second attempt
should be a lot more successful. But, alas, that happy event seldom
happens—much to the regret of architects and builders.

Now the main reason for the disillusionment of so many worthy
souls who started out on their great adventure with such enthusiasm
and high hopes is that they went about it in the wrong way.

Since you are reading this book you are probably not one of the
disillusioned but are in one of the various stages of the house-build-
ing fever . Perhaps you have just been bitten by the bug® and are
beginning to scan all of the “house” magazines, cutting out ideas for

kitchen cabinets, shoe racks that drop down and make the darlingest
. 2 .
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bed room desk, scalloped bookshelves and overwindow swags and are
spending the weekends dashing about the countryside getting ideas
for porches, outdoor grilles, dormer windows and colors for the
blinds. Or, if you are a man, you are studying the ads in the maga-
zines and storing up information on insulation, panel heating, shower
stalls and all kinds of new finishes and methods that will reduce the
cost of building or upkeep. Or you may even have reached a more
advanced stage where you have already accumulated stacks of maga-
zines and filled several scrapbooks with handy notes and have made
numerous sketches and plans of what you expect your home to be
like and are now looking for a lot to build it on. You may even have
reached the advanced stage where you have bought your lot, which
you selected because it is near Bill and Nell’s or on account of the
beautiful pink dogwood tree on it, or for the lovely view of the hills.
You really haven’t a very clear picture in your mind of just how your
house will look on the lot, because you probably haven't a very clear
picture in your mind of how your house will look . The fact that a
house has to be fitted to the lot just as a coat must be fitted to your
shoulders has, in all likelihood, never occurred to you. However,,
now that you are armed with all the ideas you want incorporated in
your house and “rough sketches” to demonstrate how this is to be
done, and have bought the lot to build it on, you decide that the
time has come to consult an architect .

Well, I am sorry to say that if you have reached this last stage
of the disease you are quite likely to end up with those who should
try again. Hf you are still in the second stage you can be saved, and
if you have just entered the first, little harm has been done and a
careful following of the doctor’s orders will set you straight .

It's a curious fact that most people look upon the architect with

4 .
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keen suspicion. To them he is a not-quite-necessary evil that is more

or less forced upon one when one intends to build a house. He it is,
they think, who adds all sorts of fancy doodads? to the house that
make it cost so much and who is constantly fighting with the contrac-
tor—the practical man—and who tries to talk you out of having the
things you have set your heart on having and talk you into having all
sorts of things you think you don’t wartt. All he does for the ridicu-
lously large amount of money you pay him is to draw a few pictures
—which really ought to be fun, so why should he charge for that? —
spoil your dreams and make a general nuisance of himself during
construction. This being the popular conception of the architect the
natural tendency is to put off the evil day of hiring him as long as
possible with the subconscious hope that something or other may
happen that will make his hiring unnecessary. And that is where you
make your first mistake.

Let's see what you do in other crises of life. When Junior®
suddenly develops a bad stomach ache do you go to the newstand and
buy a lot of health magazines and clip out a stomachache ad and try
it out on him? Of course you don’t. You realize that you don’t know
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much about the workings of Junior's insides so you rush to the phone
and call the family physician . He arrives, spends 20 minutes asking
questions, tapping with his fingers on various portions of Junior's
anatomy,(Dtaking his temperature and saying Hmmmmm.” After
which he says that while it may be just too much ice cream and wa-
termelon he thinks it would be safer if a specialist were called in,
because there is just a chance that it may be appendicitis. You look
worried and say “by all means” and the specialist is summoned. He
arrives, asks questions, taps Junior, takes his temperature and says
“Hmmmmm” and orders a blood count. When the report shows posi-
tive (whatever that may mean) Junior is rushed to the hospital and
in no time at all the specialist removes his appendix. In about a
week Junior is home again consuming more ice cream and watermel-
on and you exclaim over the skill of the specialist. Expired time from
watermelon to stomachache and back to watermelon again, say 10
days; time spent by family physician, perhaps 2 or 3 hours; time
spent by Specialist, perhaps an hour for the operation and 3 or 4
visits of 10 minutes each during convalescence. But do you begrudge
the amounts charged by these doctors? Not at all — Junior is well

again, that is what counts®

, and if anyone should question those
bills, you would flare up and say that the best is none too good and
when you get the best you have to pay for it and doctors deserve all
they get—why look at the years of training they have to go through
and all the night work they have to do and everything! They just
have to charge high fees.

Now let’s look at another crisis. You become involved with The
Law. Perhaps you were in a motor accident and the owner of the car
with which you collided brings suit for $25,000 for his wife’s broken

leg and his consequent loss of her services for 10 weeks. Or perhaps
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you suspect that the Trustee of your grandmother’ s estate has been
doing some fancy finagling with the accounts and has got away with a
large part of your share. What is the first thing you do in either of
these cases? Why, you consult the best lawyer you know. He may
call in a specialist, etc., and again you pay thankfully and well for
their expert advice and help.

But when it comes to building a home, that is something else
again. For some reason or other most layman think that it doesn’t re-
quire much skill or knowledge to design a simple house. An office
building or museum or some other monumental structure of that sort,
yes, of course, because they have to have steel frames and stone
columns and domes on the roofs and elevators and all sorts of things
that require specialized knowledge, but a house—! Why, anyone
can put a few ordinary rooms together, that doesn’t take any particu-
lar know-how® . There are loads of the most fascinating magazines
with the most wonderful ideas and even the plans and elevations of
houses shown right in them, and some almost meet your needs—just
put the kitchen over here instead of there and squeeze another bath-
room between those two bed rooms and add a few closets and you
have it! Why hire an architect and pay him good money for doing
what is already practically done? Why not just get hold of some con-
tractor and show him what you want and cut out the expense of an
architect? Well, you play with the idea but finally decide that per-
haps it would be safer to have one after all, for you are not just sure
how the outside is going to look after those changes are made and
besides someone has told you that you have to have specrﬁcations® to
get your loan, so he can do those too. But he shouldn” t charge
much for doing just that little bit when the ideas are really yours.
Then you remember that Bill Nubble * s nephew graduated from
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