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Much have I travell'd in the realms of gold,
And many goodly states and kingdoms seen;
Round many western islands have T been
Which bards in fealty to Apollo hold. ..

JOHN KEATS
On First Looking into Chapman's Homer
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IYADOLA'S BABIES
A West African Myth

Nyame, the great sky god, was lonely up in the
clouds so one day he made a huge round basket and
filled it with animals, with insects and birds,
When it was ready he cut a big hole in the sky, a
curved hole like a slice of orange. Then he pushed
the hasket through, stretched cut his hand and
hung it on a cloud. So he could see it better he cut
some pointy little holes to let the light through.
These were the stars, and the big curved one was
the moon.

For a while Nyame was happy, looking down
at his hig round basket, which he had called
Earth, but then he got bored. So he made another
basket, filled it with fiowers and plants, then
sprinkled them all over Earth through the orange
shaped hole,

He was pleased with it now, and he spent long
happy days watching the animals coming and going
ot Earth., watching the blossom come out, the
grass grow long and lush. But others were watch-
ing too, for inside Nyame lived two little spirit
people, a man and a woman, and they sometimes
crept right to the edge of the sky god's mouth and
peeped out,

One day Nyame caught a bad cold and gave a
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terrific sneeze. Out fell the spirit people, through
the big curved hole in the clouds, and down,
down, down until they landed on Earth with a
bump.

What a funny place it was, after the
comfortable warm darkness inside Nyame! They
wandered all over it, looking at the trees and the
flowers. They watched the animals playing and tbe
insects scurring busily about; they marvelled at
the rain, at the wind and the sun. Soon the man
spirit found that he could catch the animals with
sharp sticks, and he hecame a hunter.

Iyadola, the woman spirit, grew lonely then.
Her man didn't want her to come hunting with
him; he left her all alone, in the cave where they
had made their home. So one day she worked out a
plan, and when he came back that night she was
eager to tell him all about it,

He didn't want to listen though. "I don't like
your plans,” he said grumpily. "It was your plan
to creep into Nyame's mouth, to see what he was
doing. If it hadn't been for you we'd still be safe
and warm, not stranded on Earth getting hungry,
with me having to hunt for our food.”

But Iyadola was determined to explain. * We
could get some clay,” she said, " and we could
make some little creatures that looked just like us.
We could bake them in the fire and breathe life into
them, so that they could walk and talk, like we
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do. They could be our children. I they were with
me 1 wouldn't be so lonely when you went off
hunting all day. ”

The man spirit had to agree that this was a
fine idea so the very next day they got busy. They
heaped up the fire till it glowed red hot and made a
whole batch of little clay children, putting them
carefully into the bright embers so they would cook
properly. Then they sat back and waited excitedly
to see what would happen next.

What happened was that Nyame came
thundering through the trees, shouting out their
names in his enormous, deep voice. They were
frightened of the great sky god and they snatched
their little clay children out of the fire, wrapping
them in cool leaves in case he saw what they'd
been up to. He was & moody kind of god, and they
thought he might punish them.

But he only wanted to see how they liked
Earth, with al! its plants and animals, its creeping
things, its rivers and its rainbows. He was a god
who liked praise. *We love it, Nyame,” they said
in chorus, bowing low hefore him; and he went
away content.

The minute he was out of sight they made
some more children and put them in the fire, but
they'd scarcely wiped the clay off their hands
before Nyame came crashing back. "1 hope you're
behaving yourselves, here on Eartb,” he said self-
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importantly. " 1 made it,you know. [ expect you to
lock after it. By the way, what's this great fire
for?” and he poked at it suspiciously.

*"We were cold, Nvame.” they said, feeling
rather foolish for the sun was shining.

*Humph!” snorted the sky god, and away he
went again. He had stayed so long that the second
lot of clay children were all hut ruined.

All day the two little spirits baked busily, hut
Nyame, who clearly thought he was missing some-
thing, kept coming hack to check up on them.
Sometimes, when they heard his footsteps, they
had to whip the clay babies out before they were
ready. Sometimes, he just wouldn't go away, with
the result that the batch was overcooked.

In the end ,though, the sky god got hungry
and went back home for good. As soon as they felt
it was safe, the spirit people unwrapped all the
green leaves, set out their handiwork on the forest
floor and looked at it.

Some of the children hadn't been in the fire
nearly long enough and they were almost white.
Others had been in far too long. while Nyame was
busy talking, and these had been burnt black.
There were lots of other colours too, yellow and
red-brown, and pink.

Ivadola was delighted and she swept them all
up in her arms. With the help of the spirit man she
breathed warm life into them and soon they
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stretched., wiggled their new little legs. and ran
about the forest. After that she no longer
complained when the man sharpened his sticks and
went hunting. She would never be lonely again;
she had her children. And that is why she is called
lyadola' because it means 'Earth Mother'.
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NAMING THE WINDS

An Iroquois Mvyth
from North America

Ga-oh the giant lives far away., up in the sky.
From Earth he looks quite small but in fact he is
the biggest of all the giants, and the most
powerful. For at the beginning of time Ga-oh
named the Four Winds, and he rules them still,

First he called Bear to him, Bear whose huge
shaggy paws scooped cut valleys as he lumbered
along, heaping up the earth into towering
mountain ranges. "Bear,” said the god, "you are
surely the strongest of all, You have only to blow
a little and the rivers turn to ice. Wherever you go
men shiver and shake, making big fires to keep
you away. It is always winter with you. Be my
great North Wind and command my herd of winter
gales, when I set them free.”

So Bear bowed his head before Ga-oh and the
god slipped a strong lead round his neck. Then he
bounded off to take his proud place in the far north
of tbe sky where he sat growling and making
thunder, waiting for Ga-ch's next command.

The god called again, to Fawn. His voice was
very different this time, low and soft, the voice of
water tippling over little stones. Nervously, the
creature came to him and with her came birdsong,
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