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About the Author

Aesop is thought to have lived from the end of the sixth to the sev-
enth centuries B. C. He was a slave whose skill in telling stories led to
his being freed by one of his masters. Aesop’s stories were so loved that
he was welcomed to tell them even at the courts of kings.

Although Aesop lived in ancient Greece, his stories may have come
from other countries, as well as earlier times. What is certain is that
people all over the world have collected and enjoyed these tales for
thousands of years.

In these stories, animals speak with humans as well as with each
other. They are always in interesting situations that need cleverness and
understanding to solve the problems, real or imagined, that occur. It was
part of Aesop’s great skill to give human characteristics to animals and
make them believable, and at the same time tell us of ways to deal with
whatever faces us in life.

Quotations from Aesop’s Fables have become part of our language.

And sometimes the stories are even funny!
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Chapter 1

THE TORTOISE' AND THE HARE?
RN

A Hare mocked® a Tortoise for his slow
manner’. The Tortoise promptly’ challenged®
her to a race’. The Hare quickly agreed.

They began and soon the Hare left the
Tortoise way behind®. Midway’ through the
race she became bored'’ and began to snack'!
on some leafy'? grass. The noon day sun was
glaring” in the sky and the Hare grew quite
warm. Seeing she was far ahead, she found a
shady'* spot and went to sleep, knowing she
could always catch the Tortoise. Meanwhile'”
he plugged along'® in his slow way, passing
and then overtaking ' the sleeping Hare.

The Hare, having overslept'®, awoke from
her nap'® and realized the Tortoise had passed
her by. She took off at full speed, but run as
fast as she would, she could not catch up.
The Tortoise reached the finish line® first and

won.

*

Slow and steady*' wins the race.

RALREITA RERRAS L 38

Passing and Overtaking the

Hare.

Sleepin,
EERENR T,
1. ['tortes] n. 4,

2. [heal n. ¥ &

3. [mok] v. #%,4F

4. ['mena] n. 31}

5. ['promptli] ad. (% 4 ,

My
6. ['tf=lindz] v. 1Bk
7. [reis] n.

8. way behind (%) & % % &

A
9. ['mid'weil ad. # ¥, %
B
[bo:d] a. EHIH
[snzk] v. "2 B (/2g)
[i:fil a. % oHi4, M ety
[gleal v. A4
14. ['feidi] a. 5T
15. ['mi:nwail] ad. 4
16. plug along 3% 3k & F
17. ['suva'teik] v. #F L ,i& +
18. ['ouva'slizp] v. BTk
19. [n&p] n. (& XK)/NEE, 378
20. finish line (FEHHY) A A4
21. slow and steady 1% 77 #4 &y
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13.



