HEl AR K 2

S F I RAY

Wt stk 5 2005
3E ) B AR L&

B\ REE EXRI
E W OABME ZFRK
BlE%HR XA

@t B AR K % H W4




HrE N RR

A %
B 1 .
3 7E ) S AR A2

| B 8 REE BRI
T &% HBE ZTKEK
BlE4% HKH

e b H ONR K ¥ MR

R R RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRERERENSEEERRPVRREEEF®.



mEZEMME (CIP) Wi

PEHARKEPELQRRIFHE 2005, EAEMAEMNLS
o, FREES.

R PEARKEHMRM, 2005

ISBN 7-300-06280-6

I. %
. Of-Q%-

0. HL%H0-FRmE-+E
IV. D66

o B LA B 4 CIP HE\EBE (2005) 25 008820 &

HEARASPEHSERBRHE 2005
& B fe il i &
B R RE% BIN
E & BRE BB

- BESN kA
HEET FEARK¥HRME
# # FEbXHAEHENS ' EBEHE 100080
# & 010-62511242 (BHE) 010 — 62511239 (H{ER#R)
010 — 82501766 (HEIYER) 010 - 62514148 (JIH#F)

010 — 62515195 (R{FARD 010 — 62515275 (ESARALR)

2] 3t htp://www. crup. com. cn
http://www. ttrnet. com( A X ¥ BF )
% W FeRs
B B W=AhHUEHSFERAT
¥ & 787X1092 FEXk 1/16 -1 X 20054E 4 A 1R
B ¥ 19.53W 3 Ep X 20054E 4 HEE 1 KEIR)
L 4 8 325000 e #t 38.00 7T

IRBFAF MWMBRZLR P DLWMR



th B8 5L 9

HNEXR, PEARASFERFARERE (W (FEARA¥TEHR
SRRFARBRE). (PEARAF¥SFELEFREFARIRSE) M (FEARK
¥PEAXHSHELRARRE) HEBERLT, SIRTHLERFT X
BAEN)ZEXE, FETRANULEN, RAIRBR-ANEEHNERE M,
HUBRMNTRKE, b TRNAEHRFXFA I Rehote, FLE
FRHENEERES, MEE-S8%h, RNXEFTHEHRTIEBARAS
%7 X R # & 2005,

FEARAFRANZARRE 2005 WAANAFREN B EZLOARTER
B, ERER., TENERRERS, 3 URHA8F XL XBFFitL, &
BEARA. AREETETRAAH, T RURERZRLOTHE. REKLS
WHE, ¥RBE; T HWAHEIHARTHEL. A REBREIE, 20
BREXBNNFAIP L EHEECEF] . PEARASHLOFERE F i
BEPFS, PEARAFVYELFAESREAAARATEARASAIH
SRERRARIRNDNEN(FPEARAETEHRLCRBEATR &
2005). (P EARAZTELFARFARBREL 2005)  (FEARAKSE W
EAXHLHFRRFRER L 2005) WHKIELEN, ELL BRI TRE
TEEHRA.

e 1 o



@ PRARKE PRt X AR E 2005

RENREHRITHEACANEBENERTHAR, RI -HEAL
Tt
HTREFTEROFRASRAEA, AEFUWAUNRK, W EEH
EHBMABBRERARATFHRR, RERNATHA, REFTHFRRE
SRS WM THERRR, RALTRPEEHFHE.

PFRARKEFSZRBINBENES
200543 A3 H



Abstract

Primarily on the basis of materials from a large scale social survey, this
report analyzes the social structure, especially the stratum structure of Chi-
na from the perspective of promoting social harmony with the attempt to re-
veal the key problems in present social structure and the fundamental meas-
ures to guide the social structure to develop towards a more reasonable and
more optimized direction.

The social survey on which this report is based is under the support of
the second phase funds of the national “211 project” and mainly includes two
parts. The first part is a national general social survey (GSS), a large scale
social survey titled “Research Plans on China Social Change” organized and
conducted by Center for Studies of Sociological Theory & Method of Renmin
University of China and the Department of Sociology of Renmin University
of China. The first phase of this survey was conducted in 2003, which fo-
cused on class/stratum structure, occupational mobility, social network, so-
cial attitude/social identification and environmental consciousness. The sec-
ond part is a historical survey in specific regions titled “Changes in Eighty
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Years in Rural Area of Northern China” which was organized and conducted
by Center for Studies of Sociological Theory & Method of Renmin Universi-
ty of China and the Department of Sociology of Renmin University of China.
The first phase of this survey is mainly by means of observation and inter-
view and till now has collected large quantities of data and video materials.

This report points out that the core of social structure is social stratum
structure. The reason why social stratum structure is the most important
structural factor determining the whole status of social structure and its
changing process is that it is the most important social foundation which con-
stitutes social inequality, forms social identity and social movement and de-
termines social interest structure and social contradiction and conflict. The
social significance of class/stratum structure is that it is the basic boundary
of social relationship, the core mechanism to determine social power and the
distribution of social resources, the fundamental organizational principle of
social action, therefore the decisive factor to determine other aspects of so-
cial structure. Class/stratum relationship limits other social relationships,
and the essence and forms of other social relationships are explained by
class/stratum relationship under most circumstances. As the social founda-
tion of social groups’ existence and action, social stratum structure consti-
tutes the foundation of social stability or social conflict, . -

Therefore, this report focuses on analyzing the influences of social stra-
tum structure of contemporary China and its changes on social harmony.
The fundamental key of the report is that reasonable and optimized social
stratum structure is the critical foundation and mechanism to promote social
harmony. Meanwhile, this report also pays close attention to other aspects
of social structure, such as regional relationships, political opportunity
structure etc. We especially notice the close relationships between social
harmony and environment conditions. In a broader sense, social structure
should include the relationships between society and environment. There-
fore, we use one chapter to discuss the present environment circumstances of
China and the public’s environment protection consciousness.

This report includes an overview and eleven chapters.
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The overview generalizes the momentous significance of regarding social
harmony as the goal of government policy, analyzes the relationship between
social structure, especially social stratum structure and social harmony the-
oretically, and points out that social harmony is originated from social struc-
ture, especially the coordination and integration of social stratum structure.

On the basis of the relationships between social members (mainly the
differences in social power), the first chapter combines the power and re-
sources possessed by social members and puts forward a social stratum struc-
ture based on power and resources with six types of occupations as its form
of expression. According to GSS in 2003, in this structure, 12. 69% are ad-
ministrative personnel, 13.46% are professional technical personnel,
13.17% are clerks, 48.03% are workers, 10.52% are self-employees,
2.11% are peasants in cities. This chapter focuses on four analytical dimen-
sions to analyze the status of the above strata which include the possession of
resources and power, behavior and social interaction, attitude and social
identification and social mobility,

Chapter two analyzes the income distribution of urbanite and points out
that at present in China the gap of urbanite’s income is relative large in gen-
eral. The occurrence of the income gap admittedly has its reasonable as-
pects, but it also has its unreasonable aspects in a considerable degree.

Chapter three discusses the basic differences for different urban social
strata in education, income, social mobility opportunity and points out that
the distribution of important life opportunities between different regions and
different strata is unequal.

lChapter four describes the daily life status of residents of different stra-
ta in the specific aspects of family life, expenditure, leisure time and social
interaction, especially analyzes the social network of residents to reveal the
differences and common grounds of residents of different strata and in differ-
ent regions.

Chapter five briefly analyzes the stratum consciousness and social identi-
fication of urbanite in China from six aspects: social stratification conscious-

ness, basic status of stratum identification, dimensions of stratum identifica-
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tion, relative deprivation, consciousness of social unjustness and social con-
flicts. It is pointed out that urbanite commonly have the consciousness of so-
cial stratification which has been strengthened during the past ten years;
there is a clear tendency of “towards lower strata polarization”, that is most
people classify themselves in the lower strata or middle-lower strata; in all
dimensions of social stratification, the most distinct and unanimous stratum
identification is caused by public power and the difference in power is be-
lieved to the biggest social difference.

Chapter six thoroughly analyzes the stratification phenomenon of urban-
ite with more complicated analytical techniques and reveals the correlation of
urbanite’s objective stratification with choice of residence, life style, group
identification etc. It is also pointed out that there is a tendency of closure for
the lowest stratum.

Chapter seven analyzes the migrants to cities in the process of urbaniza-
tion, reveals the constitution of their gender, age, education degree, analy-
zes their status of employment, income, stratum and social mobility, discus-
ses their encounters in city life and puts forward several targeted suggestions
on policies.

Chapter eight analyzes the social differentiation of rural residents. It is
pointed out that since the beginning of 1980s, there has occured a radical dif-
ferentiation in rural society with the social transformation and the recon-
struction of economic system. The differentiation among rural residents is
also widened. The differentiation among rural residents is reflected in the
distinct differences occurred in the aspects of economic income, occupation,
life style and value concept etc.

Chapter nine discusses the reform of political opportunity structure in
rural areas and points out that after the reform and opening, there is a great
progress in the construction of democracy in rural areas. The development of
villager autonomy and the breakthrough of democracy in the township level
provide a broad space for the political participation of rural residents and ex-
tremely arouse the fervor of billions of rural residents for political participa-
tion. However, the participation status of the vulnerable groups such as
o 4
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women and farmer workers in the construction of democracy in rural areas is
not so optimistic and there even occur some illegal behaviors such as bribe in
election which need careful treatment and resolution.

Chapter ten emphasizes that making overall plans for regional coordina-
ted development is one of the critical mechanisms to achieve a more reasona-
ble social structure and more harmonious social life. Therefore, this chapter
reviews the dynamic. process of the regional differentiation and analyzes spe-
cifically the current status of regional differentiation in China. Several ques-
tions are put forward concerning the promotion of regional coordinated de-
velopment,

Chapter eleven points out that it will not be a full-scale analysis if we do
not pay close attention to the influences of environment on social harmony.
In fact, favorable environment conditions are important foundations for so-
cial harmony. Therefore, this chapter briefly analyzes the relationship be-
tween environment and social harmony and then around the topic of the
public’s environmental consciousness discusses how to increase the public’s
participation to the environment protection to create a better environment
foundation for social harmony.

To sum up, this report primarily concludes following points:

Firstly, the social structure of contemporary China to a great extent is
unbalanced and unreasonable. There exists obvious disharmony- in the rela-
tionships between different strata, different regions and between urban areas
and rural areas, between society and environment which is prone to conduce
to social conflicts and threaten social order.

Secondly, There exist some prominent problems at present in the core
part of social structure—stratum structure; (1) The scale of the middle stra-
tum is quite limited and can hardly become a supportive force for social sta-
bility. (2) The subjective identification of different strata is still not quite
clear which on one hand can avoid stratification, on the other hand may
cause difficulties in coordinating the relationships between different strata.
(3) Power plays an important role in stratification which leads to the incapa-
bility of many common people to improve their social status and conduces to
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unfair judgment to stratification. (4) In the process of stratification, the
borders of strata are tended to become solidified. Social mobility, especially
the upward mobility for lowest stratum will meet more restrictions. (5)
Household register is still a critical barrier for mobility and peasants and
non-peasants are largely unequal in development opportunities. (6) Under
the condition of social stratification, the basic common sense of coordinating
social relationships is still not clear which leads to difficulties in social inte-
gration and is in the way of realizing social harmony.

Thirdly, from the perspective of participation, under the circumstances
of increasingly aggravation of social stratification, there is still not a perfect
institutionalized channel for different social strata to participate in public af-
fairs and express their demands, which will possibly accumulate social con-
flicts and obstruct social harmony.

Fourthly, as the foundation of social structure, the environment of Chi-
na is deteriorating. What is more important is that the public is devoid of
deep-seated environmental consciousness and lacks of the self-conscious, ac-
tive and voluntary participation in environment protection, which goes
against the improvement of environment status of our country and will es-
sentially threaten social harmony.

Therefore, this report calls on paying close attention to the various re-
stricting factors to a harmonious society and especially committing ourselves
to optimize social stratum structure, promote orderly and reasonable social
mobility, coordinate legal rights and interests of different social strata and
enhance the common sense on basic values.

This report emphasizes the importance of adjusting income gaps and
perfecting social security system to foster the growth of middle-income stra-
tum. A large-scale middle-income stratum is a critical foundation for the har-
mony and prosperity of a society.

This report stresses the importance of enhancing the educational justice
and calls on improving the equality in the opportunities of receiving educa-
tion and the content of education. Relative researches show that education
plays a key role in promoting social mobility and building social common sense,
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This report insists on immediately holding back the differentiation be-
tween urban areas and rural areas and between different regions and endeav-
oring to promote their coordinated development to create equal development
opportunities for all social members.

This report believes that in an increasingly stratified society, we should
regard perfecting social participation mechanism for different social strata as
an important content to promote social integration, and should endeavor to
ensure the interests of different strata to be fully expressed, respected and
maintained.

This report pays close attention to the importance of promoting the
public’s participation in environment protection and calls on perfecting rela-
tive systems and mechanisms to effectively guide the public to actively par-
ticipate in environment protection so as to expedite the pace of environment
protection and improve the effectiveness of environment protection in order
to lay solid environmental foundation for the sustaining and harmony of Chi-

nese society.
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