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1. I Go to Sea

My name is Robinson Crusoe. I was born in
1632. I lived in the city of York. I was the third
son of the family.

When I was still a little boy, 1 began toc like
the sea very much. No trade interested me. I
was always thinking of going to sea!. But my fa-
ther wanted me to study law. He would not aliow
me to go to seu,

One day, he called me into his room and gave
me a lot of advice. He told mc that it was very

dangerous to go to sca, e thought I need not

I. going to sea: /K7 i




take such a risk because our family was not poor,
and I had good reason to stay at home and live a
comfortable life. He talked to me so earnestly that
1 agreed with him. '

However, after a few days I forgot almost all
his words and made a plan to go to sea again. 1
told the plan to my x;xother, and asked for her
help, but this made her angry. She said my father
would nevei change his mind, so she refused to
talk to my father about my plan.

After a year, I ran away from my home be-
cause my father 'kept trying to find me a job, At
the time, one of my friends was going to London
by sea. He asked me to go with him. He said he
could give me a free voyage!. On September 1,
1651, T got on a ship and started my trip. A lit-
tle while after the ship left the port, the wind
began to blow. The sea became terribly rough. I
was badly frightened and got very sick.

' But soon the sun came out, The sea was calm
and gentle again, It was a beautiful sight. I was
delighted at it, '

But I was to meet with another storm® Our

ship was now waiting to sail into the Thames

1. give me a free voyage: iERAEHRFEM 2. I was to...¢
RERHH—KABR (be to do sth. ERHK)
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River. The wind blew harder and harder and soon
it turned into a terrible storm. The sea got so
rough that even the sailors were afraid. The cap-
tain was saying to himself, “Lord, be merciful to
us, we shall all be lost!, we ;1—1;11’ all dieﬂ."-’ﬁl.went
out of my cabin and looked out.  The huge waves
were as high as small mountains. The ship was
threateried. The sailors had to cut the ‘masts.: At
Anigﬁjﬂl heard someone cry, ““The ship ;;s got a
feak®.” All men were called to try to get the water
out. I also got up to help. While we were work-
ing hard, “the captain fired a‘gun as a signal- for
‘help. i“thoughi the 's‘hip' had broken up, and was
50 afraid that 1 fainted away. The other people.
avere too busy to look after me. By the time I
-woke up, the ship had started to sink. The captain
continued firing guns for help. At last, a light
ship® came near to help us, but it was not near
enough for us to get on. With great efforts we
all managed finally to get into a boat from that
ship. A quarter of an hour after we left our ship,
it went down to the bottom of the sea. In the
small boat, we all worked hard at the oorsé, but

1. we shall be all Jost: BIMBESLBTE 2. leak: WM
3. a light ship: —#B&EM 4. worked...at the oars:
PRk ' - L
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the boat moved slowly towards the shore. People
on the shore helped us greaﬂy and we managed to
leave the boat at last. Then we walked on foot
to Yarmouth'. Luckily, people took pity on us and
gave each of us enough money to go to London or
back to Hull:, My interest in sailing did not.
change. I decided not to go back home. 1 asked
my friend to introduce me to his father, the ship:
captain. He told his father that 1 wanted to sail
farther. His father, then, said to me Kkindly,
“Young man, you should not go to sea again. You
ought to take a lesson from this voyage. You are
not fit to be a sailor.” *“Well, sir,” I said. ‘““Aren’t
you going to sea any more?” “That’s quite dif--
ferent, ” he replied. “‘That’s my job and my duty.
But you want to sail for fun, so I hope you won’t
bring yourself into any more misery®.” He advised
me to return to my father. “Believe me, young.
man,” he said. “If you sail farther, you will meet
with nothing but disaster and disappointment.”™

I made no comment on his words. Then we
said good-bye and have never met again since. With
little money in my pocket, I travelled to London
by land. On the way, I thought very hard about.

1. Yarmouth: EFW(#4) 2. Hull: #HRBOEE)
3. bring...into...: TW{EFEH CFI LB
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whether I should go home or go to sea. Shall I
return home? I felt ashamed to see my father. Be-
sides, the neighbours would certainly laugh at me.
With these thoughts in my mind, I finally decided
not to return home. I started to look for another
chance to go to sea.

Luckily, I soon got to know a ship captain
who had been to Africa and was very successiul
in his business there. He was interested in what
I said. When he learned that 1 had a strong desire
to see the world, he told me, if I would go with
him, the voyage would not cost me any money. I
could be his friend. If I could carry some goods
with me perhaps I would make a little money,

-Of course, I accepted his offer at once and we
became good friends, I wrote to my relatives and
managed to get 40 pounds., I bought some toys and
other goods with the money. Then we sct,(’)ut to
Africa.

The voyage was very successful. I owed the
success very much to my honest friend, the captain.
He taught me mathematics, the rules of navigation®,
how to take an observation, and so on. In short,
I learned almost everything that a s;ilor needed to

1. the rules of navigation: Fi¥EHM



know. This voyage made me a real sailor and a
merchant. [ earned 300 pounds. I began to think
of mng more money.

Soon after we returned, the captain, my dear
friend, died. His mate became the captain. I made

‘up my mind to take another voyage on the same
ship. This time, I took 100 pounds with me. How-
ever, the second voyage was not so smooth as the
first one. Our ship met with several misf_oit_lgl_es.

One early morning, we suddenly found a pirate
ship comjing towards us. It was moving faster
than ours. We had to prepare to fight. There
were twelve guns on our ship, but the pirates had
eighteen. At about three o’clock in the afternoon,
the pirate ship caught up with ours. A fight began.
At last, three of our men were killed and eight
wounded. We gave in. The pirates took us to a
port, Sallee!,

I then became a slave of the pirate captain.
Two byears passed before I was able to find a chance
to escape. When the weather was fine, my master
would go fishing once or twice a week., He always
toock me and a native boy with him to row the

boat.. He was very pleased with me because I was

1. Sallee: P EOE)
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good at fishing.

One day, he decided to go fishing with some
guests the next day. He ordered us to prepare a
lot of food, powder and shots. They were going
to shoot birds as well as to fish'. The following
morning, my master told me his guests had put off
the outing. But the guests were going to have
dinner at his home, so he ordered me to catch
them some fish with a native man and a native
boy. They called the boy Xury. “This is a good
chance to run away,” I thought. The boat was at
my command®. After the master left, I began to
prepare, not for fishing, but .for a voyage.

I told the native man that we shouldn’t eat the
master’s bread in the boat. He agreed with me,
and brought a large basket of cakes and three jars
of fresh water into the’ boat. There was already
some wine in the boat. Then I got a lot of bee
wax, an axe, a saw and a hammar. All these vere
very useful to us afterwards. Finally, I said to the
native man, Moley, 6ur master’s gun is in “the
boat.< Can you get a little powder and shots? We
may shoot some birds.” “Yes.” he said. “T'll bring

1. to shoot...as to fish: BL 1 X IT 5 (as well asfE
- ) 2. The boat was at my command.: INEETE TR
LS i



some.” So he took a large bag of powder as weli
as some shots and bullets with us. At the same
time I had found som:})owder of my master'’s ‘n
the cabin of the boat. Everything was ready.

We sailed out of the port to fish., However,
when I had a fish on my hook, I did not pull it
up. After we had fished some time and caught
nothing, I said to Moley, “This will not do.! Iam
afraid we have to sail farther.” He agreed again
end set the sails. Then I gave the helm to the
boy and went near Moley. Pretending to pick up
something behind him, I suddenly pushed him into
the sea. But he swam very quickly after the boat.
I took a gun from the cabin and aimed at him.
“The sea is calm,” I said, “you can easily swim
to the shore, If you come near the boat, I'll shoot.”
So he turned and swam for the shore. When Mo-
ley was gone®, I turned to the boy, “Xury, if you
are faithful to me, I'll do you no harm. If not,
I'll throw you into the sea.” The boy smiled, and
swore to be faithful to me and go all over the
world with me.

We sailed to the south-east for five days with-
out stopping. The wind slowly turned to the

1. This will not do.: XTRF, 2. When Moley was
gone: BEBELEZE
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