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Unit 1

Travel and Disneyland

Text A
Walt Disney and Disneyland

Detailed Explanation of the Text
1. Para.1:...watching his daughters play, he noticed how old and dirty the small
amusement park was.
“How old and dirty the small amusement park was” is a nominal clause (4 =& M
]) used as the object of the sentence. Another case of the object clause can be found
in “He also noticed how children’s parents had nothing to do while their children
were playing. ”
Nominal clauses can perform various functions in a sentence. They can be introduced
by “that, who (m), whose, which, what, when, where, how, why, etc.”
e.g. What they need is good textbook. (subject)
I can’t imagine how he did it. (object)
I’'m thinking of whom I should consult. (object)

The worst thing was that he never appeared again. (subjective complement)

2. Para.1: He had an idea of building “a magical park” where children and parents

could have fun together.

1) “Building a magical park” is an -ing participle construction (3fj15-ing 43R4 )
used as the object of the preposition “of.”

2) “Where children and parents could have fun together” is a relative clause (<& M
BB E /M A]) modifying its antecedent (5647H)) “park.”

3) “Have (some/great/a lot of/ a little) fun” means “enjoy oneself, have a good
time. ”

e.g. The children have had quite a lot of fun with that model railway.



We had fun riding our bicycles to the beach today.

Para.2:...he had the Stanford Research Institute search for a vast place...
1) “Have sb. do sth.” means “to cause sb. to do sth.”
e.g. [ had a man paint my house.
He won’t have us criticize his work.
2) “Search for” means “to look for carefully and thoroughly. ”
e.g. Scientists are searching for ways to deal with cancers.

The campers searched for a good place to set up their tent.

. Para.2: He needed space to build rivers, waterfalls, mountains, a fairy-tale castle

and a railway. ..
The infinitive construction “to build rivers... and a railway” functions as the
attributive (F€1%) of “space.’

'y

. Para.3: The search for the best place finally ended in Anaheim, Southern

California.
“End in” means “to result in.”
e.g8. The plan ended in failure.
The quarrel between the two men ended in a fight.

Para.3: Walt paid attention to every detail of the park’s construction. . .
“Pay attention to” means “to fix the mind on, esp. by watching or listening.”
e.g. You should pay your whole attention to what you are doing.

He did not pay any attention to these details.

Para.4: Walt’s dream had come true and Disneyland was ready to open.
“Come true” means “to happen just as was wished, expected, dreamed, etc.”
e.g. His words have come true.

One’s dreams do not always come true.

Para.S: Opening day was a day to remember.
The infinitive construction “to remember” functions as the attributive of “a day.”
e.g. I have many letters to write.

There’s nothing to worry about.

Para.6: A 15-day heat wave raised temperatures up to 110 degrees Fahrenheit.

1) The sentence means “The heat wave lasted for 15 days and raised témperatures to



10.

11.

12.

Detailed

as high as 110 degrees Fahrenheit. "
2) “Up to” means “to and including. ”
e.g. The lift can hold up to thirteen people.
He counted up to a hundred.

Para.6: .. .due to a workers’ strike, few water fountains were operating in the hot

weather.

1) The sentence means “because workers refused to work, only several water
fountains were working well in the hot weather.”

2) “Due to” means “because of.”

e.g. He arrived late due to the heavy rain.

She failed due to carelessness.

Para.7: In spite of the terrible opening day conditions, the park did finally
succeed.

1) The sentence means “although the conditions on the opening day were very bad,
the park indeed achieved success in the end.”

2) “In spite of” means “despite; in opposition to the presence or efforts of. ”

e.g. In spite of his poor health, my father was always cheerful.

The morning air was still clear and fresh, in spite of all the traffic.

Para.8:... Walt Disney wasn’t able to see how his park and his company
succeeded and grew into the 21st century...

“How his park and his company succeeded and grew into the 21st century” is a

nominal clause used as the object of the sentence.

Text B
Mothers Relax Away from Home

Explanation of the Text

1. Para.1: It allows women to spend a weekend without their families. . .

3

‘Allow sb. to do sth.” means “let somebody do something. ”

e.g. Please allow me to ask you a few questions.

Dictionaries are not allowed to be used in the exam.

2. Para.2: Some mothers say they need time to be alone.



6.

1) “They need time to be alone” is the object of the sentence. An objective clause
(Z1EMH]) is often introduced by “that”, but in this objective clause “that” is
omitted.

2) The infinitive construction (A E R 45 ) “to be alone” functions as the
attributive (E1&) of “time.”

e.g. [ had no chance to speak at the meeting.

This is the best way to learn skating.

Para.2: “At home the only place where I can be by myself is the bathroom,” one

woman said.

1) “The only place where I can be by myself” is the subject of the sentence, in
which “where I can be by myself” is a relative clause (% M4]) modifying its
antecedent (J&471d]) “place.”

2) “By oneself” means “alone” or “on one’s own.”

e.g. You can’t possibly do it all by yourself.

Para.4: Other women go to Mother’s Camp not to be alone, but to be with women

who are in similar situations.

1) This sentence means “Other women go to Mother’s Camp not because they want
to be alone, but because they want to be with women who have similar
problems. ”

2) “To be alone” and “to be with women who are in similar situations” are infinitive
constructions. They both are adverbials of the sentence, expressing the purposes
for which other women go to Mother’s Camp. Another case of such usage of the
infinitive can be found in paragraph 8, i.e. “Some women go to Mother’s Camp
just to get a break from housework.”

e.g. She went back to Canada to stay with her parents for the Christmas.

They’re staying up late these days to prepare for the examinations.

Para.6:...it is easier to do the job themselves.
In this sentence “it” is the formal subject (FJEZRF1E), the real subject is “to do the
job themselves. ”
e.g. It is not impossible for us to learn a third foreign language. ( =For us, to learn
a third foreign language is not impossible. )
It is important to know how to use the computer. ( = To know how to use the

computer is important. )

Para.7: They do jobs they can do when they have some free time, like washing



clothes or fixing things that are broken.

1) “Washing clothes” and “fixing things that are broken” are two -ing participle
constructions ( 31i7-ing 4318145 #4). They both are the objects of the preposition
“like.” All prepositions can take the -ing participle as their objects.

e.g. The teacher explained by using examples.

She managed to finish her own work without relying on others.

He was afraid of being punished.

Instead of telling the truth, he made up a story about the accident.
The doctor told him to give up smoking.

2) “ (That/Which) they can do” is a relative clause and its antecedent is “jobs.”
The relative pronoun “that/which” introducing the relative clause is omitted,
because it functions as the object in the relative clause.

3) “That are broken” is a relative clause and its antecedent is “things.”

7. Para.8:... at least for one weekend, the responsibilities of being a wife and
mother.
1) “At least” means “if nothing else.”
e.g. The food wasn’t good, but at least it was cheap.
We talked for at least three quarters of an hour.
2) “Being a wife and mother” is an -ing participle construction used as the object of
the preposition “of.”

Key to the Exercises

Warm Up

1. Walt Disney was a famous American artist and film producer. He produced many
popular cartoon characters like Mickey Mouse, Donald Duck and Pluto. He also
established two amusement parks — Disneyland and Disneyworld.

2. Disneyland is an amusement park for both children and their parents in America. It
is located in Los Angeles.

3. Open.

Text A
Choose the best answers to finish'the sentences or answer the questions according to the
text.

1. B 2. A 3. B 4. D 5. B



Fill in the blanks with the proper forms of the words in the list.
1. throughout 2. raise 3. wvast 4. strike 5. detail

Translate the following sentences into English.

He paid great attention to these details.
One’s dreams do not always come true.

You will have great fun at the party tonight.
He arrived late due to the storm.

[V R O N S

They will support you even though you don’t succeed.

Choose the best words to fill in the blanks in the following passage.
1.B 2.D 3.D 4.A 5.B 6.C 7.D 8.B 9.C 10.A

Text B
Decide whether the following statements are true or false according to the text. Write T for
true and F for false in front of each statement.

1. T 2. F 3. F 4. F 5. F

Grammar Exercises

Choose the best answers to complete the following sentences.
1. C 2. B 3.B 4. D 5. B
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