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Abstract

After experiencing a long period of isolation, Australia has
got to know East Asia in a process of gradual cognition, ap-
proach, facing, and engagement. However, it seems somewhat
alienated from East Asia nowadays. The formation and evolve-
ment of its East Asian policy reflect the changing cognition pro-
cess, during which the tradition of Australia’s relying on the
most powerful country in the world to protect its national securi-
ty formed in its history has a key impact on its East Asia policy.
Wars especially World War Two and the two local hot wars (Ko-
rean War and Vietnam War) in the Cold War era caused even
more impact on it, which to a great extent resulted in ideology
controlling Australia’s East Asia policy for quite some time after
WWII, and gradually faded away till after the Cold War ended
by the end of 1980s and at the beginning of 1990s. But this Cold
War concept in its East Asian policy still exists.

Since the Australia Commonwealth founded in 1901 till the
complete breakout of the WWII, its foreign policy has been rely-
ing on Britons to protect its security. Without an independent
foreign policy, let alone a molding East Asian policy. But the
Aussies’ consolidated sentiment of colonialists in this period is
the important root of its late rigescent East Asian policy.

After the WWII completely broke out, Great Britain could
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not ensured Australia’s security, thus the greatest shift in the

history of Australia’s foreign policy took place turning to the
United States for its national security. It established the founda-
tion of its East Asian policy up to the present and is even con-
ceived to last for a long period of time in the future, and simulta-
neously began the process of turning to the Asia—Pacific nations
especially pay more attention to those East Asian countries.
However, Australia’s sending troops to join in Korean War and
Vietram War interrupt this process, which became a rather dis-
cordant note in its post WWII East Asian policy. Being enslaved
to the general context of Cold War, Australia’s East Asian poli-
cy served completely the US’s global strategy to contain the so-
cialist camp headed by former Soviet Union, and adopted politi-
cally and diplomatically a policy of hostility, isolation and encir-
clement over China and other East Asian socialist countries. Ide-
ology is the major factor affecting its East Asian policy in this
period.

The US’s failure in the Vietnam War resulted in Australia’s
corresponding adjustment of its East Asian policy. The most ob-
vious feature of its East Asian policy in this period is that it
formed its full East Asian policy for the first time in the post
WWII era. The end of White Australia policy is also an impor-
tant driving force. The emphasis of its East Asian policy in the
1970s was to further develop its relations with East Asian coun-
tries, and jointly formed effective defence force with its neighbor
Asian countries to be against the outspread of former Soviet U-
nion, while in 1980s was to gradually enlarge the extent of eco-

nomic integration with East Asian ‘countries to obtain benefits
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from the continuing East Asian economic growth.

The conservative inclining coalition party came into power
after the middle of 1990s. The greatest change in its East Asian
policy has been the shift from Labor’s ’Facing to Asia’to
*Inclining to the US’, whereas it does not seem to abandon the
relations with Asia when emphasizing its inclination to Europe
and the US thanks to the effect of geopolitical and economic in-
terests. While emphasizing the bilateral security mechanism in
security policy, it does not neglect multilateral mechanism, and
attaches more importance on bilateral mechanism in economic as-
pect. The latest change in international situation adds anti—ter-
rorism to its East Asian policy, which will be beneficial to im-
prove its relations with East Asian countries. But the inherent
contradiction between Australia and Asia remains unresolved.
The root lies in the different views of point on values.

All in all, three major shifts took place in Australia’s post
war (WWII) East Asian policy. One is in WWII, in which the
symbol is to ally with the US to combat with Japan. The reason
of the shift lied in its national security was directly threatened by
Japanese fascists. The second is in the beginning of 1970s; the
symbol is to establish relationship with the People’s Republic of
China. The major reason of the shift is the rapprochement hap-
pened between East and West, the strategic force shrinking of
the US in Asia Pacific region and the continous economic growth
in East Asia. The third is in the middle of 1990s; the symbol is
to alienate East Asia and incline over again to the Europe and the
US. The major reason of the shift is its hesitation in its regional

identity, which resulted from its lack of self —confidence, racism
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and the conflict among values.

National interests hold a dominant position in the process of
Australia’s East Asian policy evolvement. Different layers of na-
tional interests play different roles in different periods. While se-
curity interests occupied primacy in its national interests before
1970s, economic interests gradually ascended as the global situa-
tion changed and East Asian economy grew up. The author au-
gues that the internal drive of Australia’s East Asian policy e-
volvement is mostly the impetus of nationa!l interests, the chang-
ing international environment and the impact of geopolitics. The
author also argued that Australia is facing the corner in its re-
gional identity, which makes its East Asian policy full of contra-
diction. This is originated from its racist Asian viewpoints and

also from its conflicting assumption to the national interests.
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