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From the New World

L_7qp-mrn the New World

As an interllectural, who, for decades, had lived in China,
nurtured by the Chinese culture, and had experienced a great deal of
hardship, Professor Tong crossed the Pacific and was exposed to the
forcign and fascinating daily life in the modem United States soon
after the beginning of the reform i China. How would he examine
the American society, the American pepole, and the contemporary
culture represented by the United States; and in turn, how would he
re-examine his home country, his own ethnic group, and the tradi-
tional Chinese culture? The essays contained in this volume, named
collectively as " Form the New World”, provide answers to these
questions to a certian degree.

Although trained as an archeologist, Profesor Tong blende;d into
these assays his nigor of a social scientist, his perspective of a writ-
er, and his extracrdinary sense of humor, which provided a series of
portraits of the American society and its people, and expressed nos-
talgia for his home country. While most of the assays were written
during the early 80's, a few of thg!m were campleted duing the 90°s
in the author’s later years, which revealed a greater insight into the
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American society and a stronger sentiment for his hame country —
with both concerns and expectations. It was through the comparison
of the simmilarities and differences of the cultures and the civiliza-
tions that the author expressed his passion for his hane country and
enthusiasm for life. These sentiments are also evident in his several
essays on the Chinese culture and civilization. Even in same of his
earlier works collected in this volurne, we could clearly sense his

love for his hameland and his passion for his coutry as a young man.
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