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INTRODUCTION

Practical Spoken Chinese, a Chinese textbook for foreigners
compiled by Mr. Zhang Devao, was first published in 1952, Since
that time, this texibook has been used by People's University of
China, as well as various other universities. and has gained high
praise both {or its practical content and effective arrangement
and presentation. The second volume, Intermediate Practical
S poken Chinese, compiled by Mr. Zhang Deyao and Ms. Xie Yi,
has now come out. Several years ago 1 recommended Mr. Zhang's
first volume, Practical S poken Chinese. and here 1 would like 1o
do the same for this new book. I hope that its readers will kindly
infortn the compilers of their criticisms, as well as any sugges-
tions they may have for improving it.

According to Mr. Zhang Deyao's teaching principles, text-
book compilation holds a key position in teaching. Good text-
hooks are instrumental in imparting knowledge, so they should
be consistent with the reguirements of teaching. Completing =
texthook which closely conforms to the laws governing teaching
requircs intensive preliminary investigation and appropriate ar-
rangements 16 be undertaken before the actual writing process
begins. Following completion of the manuscript and prior 1o its
puhblication, revisions should be made on the basis of comments
from its intended uscrs. [ believe that these requirements . essen-

tial 10 the production of 2 good rextbook shave all been fuifilled in
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the preparation of Intermediate Practical S poken Chinese.

In is generally accepted thatl practicality should be cspecially
emphasized in a Chinese texthbook for forelgners, at the same time
that knowledge of the language and culture is being introduced,
Learners of spoken Chinese. the medium through which oral
communication is carried ovut, obviously hope 16 be able ¢ undet-
stand and speak Chinese when they fimsh their course of study. It
takes special attention to give priority to this goal when compil-
ing a texthook. Intermediate Practical Spoken Chinese vontains
20 lessons which can be prescnted individually, although they arc
also rclated to one another. Words and sentence patterns are -
troduced in a systematic manner in the fively conversaiions which
run throughout the buok. The arrangement and presentation of
the book has been proven to bhe smeable lor directly combining
language learning and everyday Life, and as a resnit has reduced
the distance between” learning” and” applicution”  Additions]
points recommending the book include 1ts use of simple to com-
plicated development; its consistency, careful word ¢haice, and
flexibility in 1he use of paragraphs; and its moroduction of popu-
lar 1opics and cultural information. This new Uhinese texthook
will enable studeats 1o learn Chinese both guickly and efjective

ly.

Frofessor Wang Guozhang
Feople's University. Beijing
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PREFACE

Intermediate Practical Spoken Chinese James and his
Friends is among the textbooks for foreigners approved by the
(Hfice of the State Leading Group on Teaching Chinese as a For-
eign Language. The book is intended for foreign students already
familiar with basic Chinese grammar and commanding a vocabu-
lary of 1700 to 2200 Chinese characters, and who will be in China
for either a short or long-term stay. The texibook can also be
used for independent study by anyene with an appropriate level
of chinese.

Intermediate Praciical Spoken Chinese contains 20 lessons,
cach of which consists of new words and phrases, grammar
points, explanations of words and phrases, texts and exercises,
ete. The texts, which are consistent with the episodes concerning
the book's main characters, are offered in the form of sitvational
conversations, and can be taught cither as individual units or con-
secutively. The book's primary {function is to 1mprove
students'ability to communicate orally in Chinesc, and especiaily
to cnegurage them to express themselves freely and in detail. The
content of the texts deals with popular social topics, and aise in-
troduces abundant additional information. Readers will be ex-
posed to traditional Chinese festivals, various rituals, marriage
customs, knowledge of Chinese food, and appreciation of parks
and gardens., as well a¥ comparisons between Chinese and foreign

G

RS



cultures. Students using this book can thus not caly learn Chin-
ese, but also deepen their understanding of contemporary China
and Chinese culture.

Mr. Chen Manhua participated in the work of compiling the
book in the early stages. Professor Wang Guozhang has assisted
in the book's production by giving valuable advice for its im-
provement. Mr. Fan Jiusheng has been kind enough to translate
the Introduction and Preface into English. We would like to offer
our warmest thanks to them all.

The Compilers
November, 1945
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JAMES ARRIVED IN BEILMNG
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haigudn
tongdao
suft
réntia
rén chi
woshéu

vihuang

yixiang
wairén
xinkii
baifdng
bofu

bémi

customs

passageway

follow

crowd of people
recagnize; identify
shake hands

{of time) in the
twinkling of an eye
earlier on; consistently
a stranger; an outsider
hard; hard-working
pay a visit

uncle

aunt
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15
16.
17.
18,
19.
20.
21,

B (1) hatu muddled

wk (4) mingpian  visiting card

Bl (%) Canwe unit

Wi (5 dizhi address

M (D hap pager

£ (%) jingli manager

M (FH) zhithé congratulate

FH FD réngshéng  have the honour to be
promoted

R O(E) diannao computer

BEhFEL zht jing Beijing branch office

banshichii

& foy vice; deputy

M () liao chat

T (B xngli luggage

% % PROPER NAMES

IR Shauda {Beijing) Capital
hching Airport

5 35 1% 1E Kiyuan - Xiyuan Hotel
Fandian

et FH G g Zhénhug Zhenhua Trade
Maoyi Gongsi Company

A F g 2 A youli Dianndo Unisys Computer
Gongsi Company
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