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ABSTRACT . 1

ABSTRACT

One of the basic regimes of contemporary international law is
modern diplomatic law, with diplomatic privileges and immunities
as its core. This treatisé aims to do 6verall research on the privileges
and immunities of the permanent external missions, i. e.; diplo-
matic missions and their personnel, taking that of other kinds of ex-
ternal missions and their personnel into consideration at the same
time, by means of analyzing and studying relevant multilateral con-
ventions, 'bilateral agreements, customary international law, na-
tional legislation, judgments of international and national tribtinals
as well as academic works. '

" This treatise has two parts, with eleven chapters. Part One,
composed of Chapters One to Seven, elaborates theories and practiee
of contemporary diplomatic ‘privileges and immunities. Fitstly, it
elucidates that the two theories of functional necessity and represen-
tation jointly constitute the theoretical ‘basis of contemporary diplo-
"matic privileges and immunities, by probing into the evolution of
diplomatic privileges and immunities from customary to conventional
international law, the kinds of external missions, their personnel
and activities; secondly, it proves that contemporary diplomatic
privileges and immunities are not only one of the fundamental pre-
requisites of international relations but also one of the means to safe-
guard the implementation of contemporary international law, by in-

vestigating the scope of application of contemporary diplomatic privi-
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leges and immunities, as well as the relationship between diplomatic
privileges and immunities and relevant national organs and the Third
States; and lastly, it concludes that good relationship between the
Sending and Receiving States and efficient international cooperation
are the best means to solve_the jproblems:of infringing and abusing
diplomatic privileges and immunities.

Part Two, composed of Chapters Eight to Eleven, through
case studies, at first investigates the interaction between diplomatic
privileges and immunities and. relevant regimes of privileges. and im-
munities, including state immunities, the privileges and immunities
of the head of state and of the former head of state, and the privi-
leges and immunities .of international organizations; . probes into the
conflicts between contemporary diplomatic privileges and immunities
and other norms of ‘international law and its solution afterwards;
then elaborates China’ s legislation and practice on contemporary
diplomatic privileges and immunities; and finally summarizes the re-
cent trends and future prospects of contemporary diplomatic privi-
leges.and immunities, which emphasizes enlargement of the scope of
application of diplomatic privileges and immunities, as well as the
legal obligations of external missions and their personnel towards the
Host States.
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