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Chapter 41

Song Jiang Cleverly Takes Wuweijun
Zhang Shun Captures Huang Wenbing

Liu Tang and Zhu Gui escorted Song Jiang and Dai Zong on board.
Li Jun, Zhang Shun and the three Ruan brothers put the boats in order.
From the river’s edge they could see the government troops advancing
from the city, six or seven thousand strong. The cavalrymen in the van
wore helmets and armor. They were equipped with bows and arrows and
carried long lances. Behind them hordes of foot soldiers, shouting and
waving banners, surged fiercely forward.

Li Kui, stark naked, dashed towards them, brandishing his axes. He
was closely followed by Hua Rong, Huang Xin, i Fang and Guo Sheng.
Eyeing the bristling lances of the cavalry ahead, Hua Rong feared for Li
Kui’s safety. He quietly pulled out his bow, fitted an arrow, stretched the
string to its utmost, and let fly at the commander of the horsemen. The
whistling shaft brought him tumbling to the ground. Startled, the caval-
rymen pulled their mounts around and fled for their lives, knocking down
half the infantry in the process.

At this point, the bold gallants charged. They slaughtered the govern-
ment troops till bodies littered the plain and the river was dyed red with
blood, and fought to the city walls of Jiangzhou. From the ramparts the de-
fenders flung down logs and bombarded them with ballista stones, covering
the frantic retreat into the city of the last of the government troops. Then the
big gates were barred. For several days no one dared to come out.

The bold fighters, pulling Black Whirlwind back with them, returned
to the boats before the White Dragon Temple. Chao Gai reassembled his
forces and ordered all men on board. The three craft shoved off. Sails
were raised to catch a favorable wind. Filled with fighters and command-
ers, the boats headed for the manor of Squire Mu. An uneventful journey
brought them to his dock, where they disembarked.
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Mu Hong invited them into the inner hall of the manor. Squire Mu
emerged and greeted Song Jiang and his companions.

“You chieftains have had a hard night,” the old man said. “Please
avail yourselves of our guest house and rest.”

The visitors retired to rooms provided, where they rested and mended
their clothing and weapons. Mu Hong instructed his vassals to kill a
yellow ox, a dozen pigs and sheep, as well as chickens, geese, fish and
ducks, and prepare rare and tasty dishes for a feast in honor of his guests.

During the drinking, many details were recalled. Chao Gai said to the
two Mu brothers: “If you hadn’t come to our rescue in your boats we’d
surely have landed in their net.”

“What made you choose that road out of the city in the first place?”
Squire Mu queried.

“I went to fight wherever people were thickest, and these fellows
followed,” Li Kui explained. “I didn’t ask them to.”

Everybody laughed.

Song Jiang rose and addressed the assembly. “Superintendent Dai
and I would be dead now if you hadn’t come to our rescue. Our gratitude
is as deep as the sea. We don’t know how to thank you. I hate only Huang
Wenbing. That villain did nothing but pick fault and spread slanders. He
tried to ruin us. I must have vengeance. I beg you bold gallants to do me
a great favor once again and attack Wuweijun, kill Huang Wenbing and
slake Song Jiang’s burning hatred. What do you say?”

“We can’t get away with another sneak raid,” mused Chao Gai. “How
shall we proceed? Those treacherous scoundrels will be on their guard.
Perhaps we should return to the mountain stronghold and muster a larger
force. We’ll get Wu Yong, Gongsun, Lin Chong and Qin Ming to join us.
There’s still time.”

“If you go back, you won’t be able to come again,” Song Jiang said.
“In the first place, it’s too far. In the second place, the Jiangzhou Prefec-
ture will surely warn all districts to be on the alert. We have to strike
now, before they have a chance to get ready.”

“You'’re quite right,” said Hua Rong. “The problem is we have no one
who is familiar with the roads and terrain. We’ll send a man into Wuweijun
first, to reconnoiter. We’ve got to know how to get in and out of there
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and where, exactly, Huang Wenbing lives. Then we can make our move.”

Xue Yong stood up. “I’ve been around a lot. I know Wuweijun better
than any of you. Why not let me go in and see what I can find out?”

“If you would, brother,” said Song Jiang, “that would be fine.”

Xue Yong took his leave that same day, and departed.

Song Jiang and the brigand leaders remained in Mu Hong’s manor
and discussed the attack on Wuweijun. They put their lances and swords
in order, arranged their bows and arrows, accumulated boats large and
small, and made preparations. Two days later, Xue Yong returned, bring-
ing with him a man he presented to Song Jiang.

“Who is this brave fellow?” Song Jiang asked.

“His name is Hou Jian, and his home town is Hongdu. He’s a first-
rate tailor. Needle and thread in his bands really fly. He’s also good with
lance and staff, a skill which I have taught him. Because he’s dark and
thin and agile, people call him the Long-Armed Ape. At the moment,
he’s doing some tailoring in the home of Huang Wenbing. I happened to
run into him, and brought him here.”

Song Jiang was very pleased. He invited the man to be seated. Hou
Jian was one of the stars of Earthly Fiends. The loyalty between him and
Song Jiang was immediate and natural. Song Jiang asked for news about
Jiangzhou and the terrain in and around Wuweijun.

“Prefect Cai tallied his soldier and civilian losses. There are more
than five hundred dead and countless wounded by arrows,” Xue Yong
said. “He’s rushed a messenger off to report to the throne. The Jiangzhou
city gates are shut every day from noon on. Anybody going in or out is
questioned closely. The harm done to you, brother, is not Prefect Cai’s
fault. Each time he acted against you and the Superintendent, it was at
the instigation of Huang Wenbing. Since our raid on the execution
grounds, Jiangzhou has been in chaos. It’s patrolled night and day. When
I was inquiring in Wuweijun, I met this brother as he was coming out to
eat. I got the details from him.” A

“How do you know all this, brother Hou?” Song Jiang asked.

- “Since childhood I have loved jousting with lance and staff,” said
Hou Jian. “I owe much to Teacher Xue’s instructions. That is something
I shall never forget. The last few days I have been doing some tailoring
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in the home of Huang Wenbing. Coming out, I ran into Teacher. He men-
tioned your great name and told me what has been going on. I’ve always
wanted to meet you, so I took this opportunity to come and report in full.

“Huang Wenbing has an older brother, Huang Wenye. Both are sons
of the same mother. Wenye is a good man. He repairs bridges and lays
roads, builds idols and sustains monks, rescues the endangered and suc-
cors the poor. For this reason he is known in Wuweijun as Huang the
Buddha. But Huang Wenbing, although he was once a deputy prefect, is
vicious and cruel. In Wuweijun they call him Huang the Wasp. The broth-
ers live in two separate compounds near the town’s North Gate, but their
entrances are in the same lane. Huang Wenbing’s compound is right up
against the town wall. Wenye’s is due south, and borders on a large street.

“When I was working there, I heard Wenbing come home and say:
‘They fooled the prefect. I exposed their trick and advised him to cut off
their heads first, and then report to the imperial court.” Wenye criticized
him behind his back. He said: “What a disgraceful thing to do. It’s none
of his affair. Why should he want to harm them? If there’s any justice in
Heaven, retribution is bound to follow. He’s bringing disaster down on
his own head.” When the Wasp heard of the raid on the execution grounds
he became very alarmed. Last night he went into Jiangzhou to see the
prefect and make plans. He still hasn’t returned.”

“How far is the Wasp’s house from his brother’s?” Song Jiang asked.

“Originally, it was all one compound. It’s divided into two, now, sepa-
rated by a vegetable garden.”

“How many people in Huang the Wasp’s home? How many families
are there?”

“Male and female, forty or fifty.”

“Heaven has willed that I shall have my revenge and has sent me this
man,” cried Song Jiang. He turned to his cohorts, “I rely entirely on your
support, brothers.”

“We’ll go through with it though we die! We’ll destroy that deceitful
villain and wipe your slate of vengeance clean.”

“It’s only the Wasp I hate. This has nothing to do with the people of
Wuweijun. Since his brother is virtuous, you must not harm him, or people
will revile us for lacking benevolence. And not the slightest injury may be

Ly se3deyD ]

UsIie ayj jo smenuno

e
§
-
-
[
"y
(]
=
=
[ond
(7]
"

1225



B +EHE HF3E

FEEH, " RILE. HEBAA AN, XE
R, RETRAH, WM. REKR., ZRE
BRI FROKA EEKS . =6, BEARKRAD
e Bt R, 7 RBELHE MR s, A4S, HA,
RFE FMABSMAEN, EHTETE,RIE. AR
FAFIERAN A ET N ERTET; KA =H
JW, ROFIISM R R A, EEE M E R, S —
SEBSH, BEEURE, BRIWMIL,"BXH “6H.
HEBMEE, SMITALRER, REANS, GEFT
FHTEL, 28, W ZETE AR s, SRS,

RILAEE R, Bk, Ak, RIEEEET. BEER
A, THMMSE, SR THIBE, ©ET, X8
H— TR LA M EARR, NFNEY, &
BBRRT, 5B RS TR AR EEREN, KLTM4
WFM: RE. KL, BRAERMLE; WR. TEE. 5
KAEERBM L Waz. XF, HEEGD-ME; B,
Wk . EULFDEM L, B, BE. FEEBA L
b RETEAR. RAEBAAELERIMRENE; %
i BT A — LT B SR A 4R . /N B I T AR ZE AR



done to the citizenry. I have a plan. I hope you brothers will assist me.”

“We await your instructions.”

“If I may trouble Squire Mu, I would like eighty or ninety gunny
sacks and a hundred or so bundles of reeds and faggots, plus five large
boats and two small. I'd like Zhang Shun and Li Jun to handle the two
small boats. Zhang Heng, the three Ruan brothers and Tong Wei will be
in charge of the five large craft and man them with good swimmers. This
is essential.”

“We have here all the reeds, oil-soaked faggots, and sacks you can
use. Every man in the manor can swim and handle a boat. Just take what
you want,” said Mu Hong.

“Brother Hou will first conduct Xue Yong and Bai Sheng into
Wuweijun and conceal them there. The next day at the second interval of
the third watch when they hear the tinkling of a belled pigeon which
we'll release outside the town gate, Bai Sheng will mount the wall and
stick a white pennant on a pole at a point nearest to the Wasp’s house.
That is where we’ll climb the town wall.”

Song Jiang continued: “Shi Yong and Du Qian, disguised as beggars,
will also hide inside the town, near the gate. As soon as they see flames
rising, they will kill the gate guards. Li Jun and Zhang Shun will patrol
the river in their small craft and be ready for action.”

Song Jiang finished making his disposition. Xue Yong, Bai Sheng
and Hou Jian left first. Shi Yong and Du Qian disguised themselves as
beggars, concealed daggers on their persons, and followed. The large
boats were laden with sand-filled sacks, reeds and oil-soaked faggots.
When the time came, each of the bold leaders girded up his clothing and
readied his weapons. The fighting men hid in the holds.

Then the chieftains went on board. Chao Gai, Song Jiang and Hua
Rong were on Tong Wei’s craft. Yan Shun, Wang the Stumpy Tiger and
Zheng Tianshou were on Zhang Heng’s craft. Dai Zong, Liu Tang and
Huang Xin joined Ruan the Second. L1 Fang, Guo Sheng and Li Li were
with Ruan the Fifth. Mu Hong, Mu Chun and Li Kui went with Ruan the
Seventh. Only Zhu Gui and Song Wan remained in Squire Mu’s manor.
Their job was to watch for possible developments in J iangzhou. Tong
Meng went ahead in a fast fishing craft to scout the town.
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