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What Are Asian Values
in the Twenty-First Century?

Jae-Youl Kim, Ph. D
(Secretary General, Korea Foundation for Advanced Studies;
Research Professor at Korea University, Korea)

1. Why Asia?
1. The Light Came from the Orient
2. The Trap of the Modern West: Orientalism
3. Asia is the Text for the Future
I . The Advent of Asian Values: The Rediscovery of Asia
1. The Challenge in the Global Standard
2. The Rediscovery of Asia
3. The Asian Values and the Conditions for “de-Asia”

I Why Asia?

1. The Light Came from the Orient

From the perspective of world history, the light for the West has always
come from the Orient (Asia). Ever since seventh century B. C., ancient
Greece had always admired Lydia, as a land of affluence and tried to set up her
own identity by learning from advanced worlds such as the East of the
Mediterranean, Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Cretan in the Aegean sea. The
radiant ancient Greek civilization was a realization of the light from the
Orient.

The history of the West records that Western civilization again entered its
Dark Ages as the light from the Orient faded away with the downfall of the
Western Roman empire in 476. However, it was not a coming of the Dark
Ages from the perspective of the history of world civilizations or the
intellectual history of human kind. In reality, the Greco-Roman civilization

moved to the East, the Islamic Empire, and began to emit an even brighter



