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Editor’s Preface

The late 1950s and early 1960s saw prominent theoretical
linguist, Professor Gao Ming-kai, bringing into China the latest
developments in the field of stylistics. His paper, entitled ‘The
Scope and Aims of Stylistics’ drew immediate response from Chi-
nese linguists and scholars. But unfortunately their enthusiasm
was dampened and their hope to establish Chinese stylistics as a
new branch of study was ruthlessly shattered by the political tem-
pest of mid-1960s. Not until the 1980s were they able to make a
come-back and begin to pick up the threads. Now, after a whole
decade of persevering, painstaking research, their efforts have
borne rich {fruits. Indeed, volumes have been written on various
themes of stylistics and we feel strongly that we need a forum for
exchange of views, with special focus on Chinese stylistics. It was
against this background that Macau Creative Writers’ Society pro-
posed to host this international seminar on stylistics in Macau.
And we do find it a great honour to play host to distinguished
scholars and experts from many parts of the world.

The seminar was held in Macau from 17th to 20th December,
1993, attracting scores of dedicated linguists, stylists and rhetori-
cians from China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore and Macau.
They presented 26 papers on themes of stylistics ranging from his-
torical origins to the present scenario of research. Their interests
also included explorations into the stylistics of translation, specific
stylistic analysis, the scope and role of stylistics with regard to lin-
guistics and other interdisciplinary subjects of study, etc. This
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seminar is a review of past achievements, has identified key areas
of research and set new tasks for future endeavours.

The study of Chinese stylistics can be traced back to the times of
Confucius, as early as 2,400 years ago. In 1982, I gave a talk on
the study of ‘The Four Books’ to a youth group in Macau. I cited
‘*The Analects of Confucius’ as evidence that Confucius already

paid very careful attention to the stylistic phenomenon of speech:

When he was among his own folks in his home village,
Confucius appeared humble and gentle, as if he was not
well-versed in speech. However, when in his ancestors’
temple or the imperial court, he became well-articulated
and his speech was immaculate. ...

At the imperial court, Confucius was always amiable and
pleasant when talking to junior officials, but respectful,
solumn and cautious when speaking to his superiors. He
became more respectful, more solumn and more cautious

when the Emperor came to court.

In 1985, I summarized this theory in my paper ‘A Description
of Stylistic References in “The Analects of Confucius” - A Confu-
cian Perspective on Parole’, which was presented at the annual
conference on the Chinese language in Kunming and was included
in Zhongguo Yu Wen, Issue 1,1986.

However, after Confucius, it seems that the emphasis of re-
search has been shifted to the written language, such as the types
of writings, prose styles and literary stylistics, poetics, etc.,
which have grown into a very complicated system. [ maintain that
in addition to studying and carrying on this rich heritage, we
should also free ourselves from traditional restrictions. We should
explore beyond the literary stylistics of the written language and
establish Chinese stylistics based on scientific linguistics with Chi-
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nese characteristics.

I would like to express my heart-felt thanks to all the contribu-
tors for making this collection possible and successful, to Mr. Wu
Zhi-liang for his unfailing enthusiasm and dedication, to Professor
Li Yun-han for organizing contributions for this collection. 1 wish
to thank the Cultural Institute of Macau, Macau Foundation and
Oriental Foundation for their financial support; A Sociedade de
Turismo e Diversées de Macau for most generously providing all
seminar participants free hotel accommodation; Mr. Antonio
Ferreira, President of Wu’ s Group and Honorary Advisor of
Macau Creative Writers' Society, for his whole-hearted support;
and Macau press and media for their warm support and publicity.

Finally, as editor of ‘Essays on Stylistics’ and of seminar
chairman, | am indebted to the following colleagues and friends
for their painstaking work and patience, and I shall never forget
them: cover inscription writer, Professor Zhu Nai-zheng; cover
designers, Miss Elizabeth L P Lee of Chinese University of Hong
Kong and Mr. Choi San; Delina Io; Ms. Mona Wong; Ms. Lao
Ut-lin; Ms. Cheong In-man; Ms. Kelly Tam; Mr. Common
Chin; Mr. Tang Wei-on; Mr. Tang Chon-chit; Ms. Edith Tang
and Wong Man-fai. I present this book as product of our concerted

efforts and witness of our lasting friendship.

Edtior
Seminar Chairman

January 1994

C F Ching



JAURE E2 W) 2R 7S B PR
& 1&

Abstract: This article, in the light of the achievements of China’s a-
cademic circle, discusses the basic theory of language style. The
main contents are as follows: 1) Introduction: the object, the
nature, the history and the aim of language style; 2) Essence:
the various definitions and the essential character of langage style;
3) Formation: the factors of formation and the means of expres-
sion of langnage style; 4) Style:the classification and the main
types of language style; 5) Application: the principles and the

general rules of the application of the theory of language style.
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