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FOREWORD

Ba Jin,the eminent writer, whaose original name is Li Yaotang, style is
Feigan.

He was born in a feudal family in Chengdu, the capital of Sichuan
Province in 1904. He dissatisfied strongly both with the darkness of the
feudal society and corruption of his feudal family. Younger Ba Jin was so
influenced by the great May 4th Movement in 1919 that he took an active
part in the new cultural Movement in Chengdu, and called himself “a new
born baby of May 4th”. To seek after the brightness, he escaped from his
feudal family with his third elder brother to Shanghai and Nanjing in 1923.

During sojouring in France from 1927 to 1928, Ba Jin wrote
Extinction, a novel of his maiden works. He has been engaging in his literary
creation for a whole 60 years ever since. He has dilligently and
conscientiously written a lot, about 10 million words both in creative works
and translation works to the Chinese and world people in the past 60 years or
more, only except when he was forced to stop in the “10 years’
disturbance ”. The several young generations has been taught by his lot of
writtings. The popular readers both at home and abroad always like his
“Trilogy of the Torrent”, A Rest Garden and A
Chill  Night etc.. The Capricious Records, the masterpiece of his declining
years has widely won the praises. His works spread far and wide in the world
which were translated from Chinese into nearly 20 foreign languages, such as
Japanese, Russian, English, French, German, Italian, Spanish, Polish,
Czechish and Swedish. ’

“Why do we need literature? 1 think we should use it to sweep the
garbage from our hearts. We need it to bring us hope, courge and strength. ”
This is just his own opinion on literature. He talked many times that he did
not write for being a writer, as he only “had personal feelings which must be
given away, and had his love, his hatred which must be poured out. ” He
lives in his works, struggles as well.
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Not long ago he said once more. “I write not that I have a talent for writing, but that I have my feeling for my motherland
and my fellow countrymen, to them, I have my boundless love. I just express my feelling through my works. ”

He always holds the view of that “I must tell the truth to readers and give my heart to them. ” He added, “it does not mean
that I am a truth-teller. Instead, I mean that in the past I even told lies to readers which I felt in spiritual debts to them now. I
spoke that I believed in. If I found my mistakes,/l would correct them and never persist in them to deceive both you and me. ”
The broad readers understand it, so they not only love his works, but also the value of his noble character.

Early in the 30’s, Mr.  Lu Xun made an appraisal of him, saying,“Ba Jin is one of the enthusiastic and progtressive writers,
he is one of few good writers. ”

In December, 1981, Ba Jin was elected the chairman of the National Writers’ Association. He has received one after
another international prizes in recent years, such as the Italian International Dante Prize, the Commandant of the Legion of
Honour, the Honorary Doctorate of Arts of Chinese University of Hong Kong, the title of an Honorary Foreign Academician of
American Academy of Literature and Art, the Soviet People’s Friendship Medal and the Japanese Fukuoka Asian Special Prize for
Culture. All these show his great influénce both at home and abroad. Ba Jin does not only belong to China, but also to the world.

Ba Jin’s love for readers is sincere. In 1987, at the age of 83, Ba Jin backed to his hometown from which he had been
away for 26 years and, met a numerous readers. who asked him to sign his name for them, although he was suffered from
Parkinsonism for a long time and very hard to do it, he was, still trying his best to do it for so many readers with his shaking
hands. When the readers gratefully thanked him, he said, “I should say thanks instead of you. It is you who buy my books and
support me. You are my sources of food and clothing. ” Recently he said again, “Readers are the best critics. It may be said that
no readers, no writers, that means no me.

He is at the advanced age of 87, and difficult in writing for his illness, but Ba Jin does not resign himself in silence. He
said, “Finally, I hope my action could prove what my writing is true or false after all, and show what a man I am. ”

People undetstand him and believe him. To show our love and respect, we compiled and pnnted The Photograpk Collection of
Ba Jin as a present to readers who love him deeply.
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Ba Jin, in 1907, at 3.
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Ba Jin’s father Li Daohe. Ba Jin’s mother Chen Shufen.
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Ba Jin’s grandfather Li Yong and elderest brother Li Yaomei.
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1907 4, LB iy SMAH BE CRTHE 22— BEBL UG HEA T ORI & COMILEEE ) .
Grandmother (the 1st on the left in the front row), mother (the Ist on the right in the

back row) and Ba Jin (in his grandmother’s arms) in 1907.
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A group photo of the folks of Ba Jin’s grandfather and parental generations. The eighth on the right
of the middle row ; grandfather, the fourth on the right; father, the fourth on the left. mother.
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In April, 1923, before leaving home, Ba Jin and his third elder brother Li Yaolin had the
photo with their stepmother and other brothers. From the left in the front row. seventeenth
brother Yaoji, stepmother Deng Jingqu; from the left on the back row. fourteenth brother,
Yaochuan, elderest brother Yaomei, third elder brother and Ba Jin.
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In July, 1925, Ba Jin had the photo with third elder brother Li Yaolin (left) in Nanjing.
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In 1927, Ba Jin in France.
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1928 42 7 B, B ERBEY L —& BI04 - #HIHp#,
In July, 1928, Ba Jin was at the Lycée Jean de La Fontaine,
in Chateau-Thierry of France.
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Extinction, Ba Jin’s
first novel, was
published in 1929.
This is the cover of

Extinction.
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In 1929, Ba Jin took the photo with the members of the Esperanto
Society in Shanghai. The first on the left of the back row is Ba

Jin.
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1929 4F, M@ R H A LA .
In 1929, Ba Jin had the photo with his elderest brother in Shanghai.



