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The General Data Dissemination System

( November 2003)

1. The General Data Dissemination System’s (the System) objectives, comprising
four dimensions of good practices in data production and dissemination, are set out in
Section I, and the System’s mechanism of implementation is set out in Section II.

I. The System: Objectives

2. The System’s purposes are (1) to encourage member countries to improve data
quality; (2) to provide a framework for evaluating needs for data improvement and setting
priorities in this respect; and (3) to guide member countries in the provision to the public
of comprehensive, timely, accessible, and reliable economic, financial, and socio-
demographic statistics in a world of increasing economic and financial integration. The
guidance comprises four dimensions:

e The data: coverage, periodicity, and timeliness

¢ Quality of the disseminated data

® Integrity of the disseminated data

®  Access by the public
3. For each of the four dimensions, the System describes two to four good practices to
serve as objectives in the development of national systems of data production and
dissemination. Box 1 provides an overview of the four dimensions and these elements.

1. The data: coverage, periodicity, and timeliness

Production and dissemination of reliable, comprehensive, and timely economic, financial,
and socio-demographic data is essential to the transparency of macroeconomic performance
and policy.

a. Definitions and general considerations

(1) Coverage
4, The System focuses on the data that are most important in evaluating performance
and policy in four macroeconomic sectors-real, fiscal, financial, and external—as well as
complementary socio-demographic data that shed light on economic development and
structural change. The socio-demographic data as specified under the GDDS are closely
aligned with the majority of the indicators used to monitor progress towards the Millennium
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Development Goals ( MDG)'. The GDDS also covers most of the indicators used to
monitor progress on national poverty reduction strategies. The System addresses the
development and dissemination of economic, financial, and socio-demographic data; (1)
presenting objectives for the development and dissemination of comprehensive frameworks
in each of the four macroeconomic and financial sectors; (2) encouraging the development
and dissemination of macroeconomic and financial indicators of appropriate periodicity and
timeliness reflecting countries’ needs and abilities; and (3) encouraging the development
and dissemination of basic components for socio-demographic data of appropriate
periodicity and timeliness.

Table 1 presents these three aspects of the data dimension.

Box 1. The Four Dimensions of the GDDS

. The Data-Coverage, Periodicity, and Timeliness. Dissemination of reliable, comprehensive, and
timely economic, financial, and socio-demographic data is essential to the transparency of macro
economic performance and policy.
The GDDS therefore recommends dissemination of data as described in Table 1.
2. Quality: Data quality must have a high priority. Data users must be provided with information to
assess quality and quality improvements. The GDDS recommends
® Dissemination of documentation on methodology and sources used in preparing statistics.
® Dissemination of component detail, reconciliations with related data, and statistical
frameworks that support statistical cross-checks and provide assurance of reasonableness.
3. Integrity: To fulfill the purpose of providing the public with information, official statistics must
have the confidence of their users. In turn, confidence in the statistics ultimately becomes a matter of
confidence in the objectivity and professionalism of the agency producing the statistics. Transparency
of practices and procedures is a key factor in creating this confidence. The GDDS therefore
recommends ;
® Dissemination of the terms and conditions under which official statistics are produced,
including those relating to the confidentiality of individually identifiable information.
® Identification of internal government access to data before release.
Identification of ministerial commentary on the occasion of statistical releases.
® Provision of information about revisions and advance notice of major changes in
methodology.
4. Access by the public: Dissemination of official statistics is an essential feature of statistics as a
public good. Ready and equal access by the public are principal requirements. The GDDS
recommends
« ® Dissemination of advance release calendars.
® Simultaneous release to all interested parties.

1 See United Nations Statistical Division, Millennium Indicators Database. (http:// millenniumindicators.
un. org)



