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About the Author

Jack London was born in San Francisco, Califor-
nia, on January 12, 1876. Even though he quit school
at 14, London was a great reader. While still in his
teens, he worked as a coal-shoveler, a jute mill
worker, and an oyster pirate in America, and then as
a seal hunter in Japan and Siberia.

Returning home from this expedition, London be-
came a tramp and was jailed for vagrancy.

In 1897, after the Gold Rush started, 21-year-
old London went prospecting in Canada and Alaska.
There, he learned about the lives of trappers, In-
dians, gold prospectors—and very importantly—sled-

dogs. His experiences in the North formed the basis
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for many of his adventure books, especially his
best-sellers, The Call of the Wild, White Fang, and
The Sea Wolf

During his 17-year writing career, London wrote
50 books, novels, and short stories in addition to
newspaper articles and political essays.

By the time he was 40, London had earned a mil-

lion dollars through his writing, but his own per-
sonal suffering led him to leave man’s world, just as
it led Buck, hisCall of the Wild dog hero. And on No-
vember 22, 1916, Jack London committed suicide. He
had experienced more of life than most people, and
he told the world about it in a fascinating, vigor-
ous, and memorable style.
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Dogs You Will Read About

Buck, a St. Bernard-Scotch shepherd who is kidnapped and taken to
the North
Spitz, a large snow-white sled-dog and Buck’s enemy
Curly, a friendly Newfoundland and Buck’s friend
Billee
Sol-leks
Dave
other sled-dogs who are part of
Joe
Pike
Dub
Dolly
Skeet
Nig
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Buck’s team

} John Thorton’s pets
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People You Will Read About

Judge Miller, Buck’s original owner
Manuel, the gardener who kidnaps Buck
Frangois } Canadian officials who train

Perrault Buck to be a sled-dog

Morgan, a dealer in stolen dogs

Charles

Hal } three clumsy prospectors who buy Buck
Mercedes

John Thornton, a gold prospector who befriends Buck
Hans
Pete
“Black” Burton, an evil, malicious prospector
The Yeehats, an Indian tribe of the North

} Thorton’s partners
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CHAPTER 1
Buck Is Betrayed

The day that changed Buck’s 1life began like every
other day on Judge Miller’s California estate. The
Judge called to him for an early morning walk, pat-
ting him briskly.

“Morning, Buck. How's my big dog?” the Judge
asked. For an answer, Buck tossed his large head,
with its long, healthy gray fur. His size—one hun-
dred forty pounds—came from his father, a St. Ber-
nard. But it was his mother, a Scotch shepherd dog,
who had given the long, wolf-like shape to his nose

and jaws.
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Buck and the Judge visited the stables and the
kennels, where smaller dogs eyed Buck enviously.
The Judge’s two sons, wet from a swim in the pool,
invited Buck into the water, but Buck preferred a
dignified walk with his best friend, the Judge.
Their final stop was in the garden to see how the
late autumn flowers were doing. Here, Manuel, the
gardener’s helper, smiled to himself when he saw
Buck. Only Manuel knew that this proud pet was having
his last walk in the warm sun on Judge Miller’s
estate.

After dinner, Buck lay at the Judge’s feet in
front of the fireplace and watched the flames. The
old man talked to him like another person, saying,
“Buck, men are mad with gold fever. They’re deserting
their families and running away North to the Klondike.
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They’re nof prepared for the bitter cold up there or
the hardships of a half-civilized country. But even
now, in 1897, some men will do anything for money. ”
And that same night, Manuel, beset by heavy
gambling debts, proved how right the Judge was.
After the Judge went to bed, Manuel called soft-
ly to Buck. Buck knew Manuel to be a friend and went
to him. With a quick movement, Manuel doubled a rope
around Buck’s neck. Buck wore an expensive collar
with his name and the Judge’s name on it. But he had
never felt a coarse rope like this one around his
neck before. He looked up at Manuel questioningly,
but the man would not meet his gaze. Manuel gave the
rope a tug and hurried out to the road that led past
the gate of the estate. Buck obeyed the pull on the
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rope and trotted beside him.

There, a car was waiting with its engine run-
ning. Manuel did not speak to the driver. He simply
opened the back door and tugged Buck into the back
seat with him. Buck climbed in willingly. He loved a
ride, but this one was over in a few moments. When
Manuel hurried him out of the car, Buck recognized
the local train station. A burly man, almost twice
the size of Manuel, was waiting in the shadows.

“You timed it pretty close,” he complained.
“Train’s due about now. ”

“I had to wait for the old man to go to bed,”
said Manuel. “Where’s my money?”

The big man was ready and immediately handed
Manuel some money. Then he reached for the rope that
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