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Learning Outcomes

Speaking: talk about books or movies

Reading:  reading individual articles

Translation: understanding translation of business English
Writing:

introducing the structure of business correspondence

Listen and Talk

9 Listen to the following passage and fill the missing words
in the blanks, '

The “Harry Potter” Books

The American readers, young and old, love “Harry Potter”. The four

stories about an 11-year old (1) boy’s magical (2) remain
at the top of the New York Times (3) 4 list. Five million
C)) copies have been sold so far. The main (5) __ . in the
books, Harry Potter, attends a school for (6) and (7) ")
" where he discoizers and learns to use his (8) powers. The books
published so far are Harry Porter and the Sorcerer’s stone, Harry Potter and the
€D of Secrets, and Harry Potter and the (10) __ of

Azkaban.

R AT S LS I
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9 & @ Listen and read the dialogues carefully.

Diatogue @

(At the reading room two classmates are talking about movies)

Wang H

‘Lin;

Wang :

Lin:

Wang :

Lin..

Wang :
Wang:

Lin H

Wang:

What are some of your hobbies?

I love watching films. Every chance I get I like to go out watching. .
How often do you watch films?

About four times a week. Most of the time I go out at weekends

What are your favorite films?

. My favorite film is Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone.

Oh, 1 know it which made a hit in 2001 and became the bestseller of the year.
Why do you love it so much?

It’s fantastic, full of imagination and takes you into a different world.
Yes, they’te easy to read and it’s just drawn into it. I love it too.

Diakogue @

(Two students are talking about movies. )

Wang H

Lin H

Wang :

Lin:

Wang;

Lin H

Wang H

Lin :

Wang:

Lin :

Could you tell our classmates this story in a nutshell or just a llttle bit
of the main character.

Pretty much, Harry Potter is the son of famous wizards, and he is
honest, brave and a pretty cool.

Nowadays it widely spread around the world.

Yes, I’ve never seen anything like the “Harry Potter” craze.

But some parents argue that it has bad influence on kids.

I disagree with them, the kids don’t want to learn magic, they just
think the book is fun.

Well, on the other hand the teachers around the world speak highly of
the books. '

Really?

Of course, they praise the book for reviving young children’s interest in
literature.

Wow, that’s great!
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€% Oral Practice

A. Interpretation: Turn the following into English versions.
1. PREBE K B e S B —#R 7
— (BBRHETF).
— BB EENER?
— RH, CEEHBFREMIES , BEXE.
2. — A ABBRERIHBEA?
- — REREREY.
HREER AT A —T g7
— AN ERARABEMRS B RE T B,
3. — RITAEMERHET.
— HEBH XD EERRE.
— FFUARMBEAESR S T, RERITBEEKF.
— 2,

B. Role play: Practice the following situations.

Talk about your favorite book with your classmates

1. What’s your favorite book? When did you read it?
2. Who wrote it and when was it written?

3. What the story is about (briefly)?

4, Why is it your favorite book?
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Qo Ag

Pre-reading Task

— Lead-in Questions

1. When did you start to learn English as a second language?
2. Which period do you think is the best time for a person to master a foreign
language well in a life’s time?

3. What do you think are the key elements to acquire a foreign language well?

Read the text and find out what is key to language learning.
Learning a Language — Language Learning among Children

Four-year-old Alexandra Demers talks to her toy animals in Japanese. At
snack time, she spontaneously shifts to French, “Fus de pomme, s’il vous plai”
(“apple juice, please”). Lindsay Swan at age 8 shows an ability to carry on a
basic conversation in French without the slightest English accent.” Both have been
students since the age of 2 at the Language Workshop for Children in New York.
They are part of a growing number of children—many barely out of their toddler
years—enrolled in language schools and programs across the country.

Sound like parents pushing their kids toward overachievement? Not entirely,
say educators and child development researchers. “In the past decade or so,
we’ve learned a tremendous amount about the best way to teach foreign
languages so kids develop a real proficiency for using them,” says Christine
Brown, director of foreign languages for the Glastonbury, Connecticut, public
schools and chairperson of the National Standards Task Force on Foreign
Language Education. “From both a practical teaching standpoint as well as the
latest research, we now know that the better learner is one who starts early—at
least before age 10.”

Even public schools are embracing the trend toward earlier foreign language

education. In the not-so-distant past, most offered foreign language as an
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elective, generally starting in junior or senior high school.

Thanks to the Goals 2000 education initiative and the input of thousands of
teachers, Brown’s task force recommended that all children have the opportunity
to study foreign languages in elementary school, ideally starting in kindergarten
or first grade. Heeding that call, 24 states report teaching foreign languages in
public elementary schools with enrollment in these programs up 18 percent from
1990 to 1994, according to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages.

“In terms of benefits, the research is pretty conclusive that students exposed
to foreign languages in the elementary and preschool years have a much higher

> says Eileen Glisan, a Spanish and foreign

level of success in other studies,”
language education professor at Indiana University of Pennsylvania. “ They
develop greater problem-solving skills, perform better in their native language,
and become more open to other cultures, ”

Brain waiting to be programmed

Some of this insight into the benefits of language training has come from
brain and linguistics researchers who have recently identified a “window of
opportunity” during which learning a language comes easiest.

According to neurobiologists, a newborn’s brain is like a new computer
waiting to be programmed. Some of the brain’ s basic functions, such as
breathing and heart beat, are fixed in place before baby is born. But trillions of
other connections in the brain are just waiting to be made, or programmed in,
during the first years of life. Some of these early connections govern such skills
as the ability to see and distinguish faces and objects, to master basic motor
skills, and to learn languages. These early childhood experiences also represent
the skills most likely to stick with us for life. As a result, say some researchers,
an immature brain may offer certain advantages for acquiring a' second or third
language.

“The power to learn language is so great in the young child that it doesn’t
seem to matter how many languages you throw their way. They can learn as
many as you allow them to hear systematically and regularly at the same time,”
says Susan Curtiss, linguistics professor at the University of California, Los
Angeles.

After a certain period, however, which most researchers say is about age 9
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or 10, sorie basic connections can no longer be made in the brain. In essepce, the
window of opportunity to easily acquire multiple languages gradually shuts. In
fact, children who have never learned even a first language by this age, due to
hearing problems for instance, will generally never be able to speak their native
language well.

“What seems to happen is that during the course of childhood the brain
becomes slowly less plastic,” says Curtiss. “And by the time the child reaches
puberty, the brain has become significantly less plastic and is not able to
restructure itself. ”

“Consequently,” Curtiss says, “the mind as well as the brain in essence
become rigid and cannot develop richly and normally any real cognitive system,
including language. ”

This doesn’t mean you can’t learn a second language as a teenager or adult.
Motivation and necessity are also powerful learning forces, say educators. “But
your likelihood of mastering a new language with as much ease at that point or of
ever speaking it like a native are almost nil,” says Francois Thibaut, director of
the Language Workshop for Children in New York, who has taught foreign
language to children and adults for 25 years.

That, in part, explains the recent rush of some parents to enroll infants as
young as six months in foreign language workshops. Yet, the notion that an
early start is the magic bullet to mastering a foreign language remains
controversial. ’

Devote ample time to learning
“When we’ re talking about learning a language at a school as opposed to learning
it in a multilingual home or play environment, the emphasis on starting very
early is not as important as some might think,” says Patsy Lightbown, professor
of applied linguistics at Concordia University in Montreal. “Another important
ingredient is devoting enough time to it. Twenty minutes, three times per week
is not a very effective way to acquire a language, no matter when you start. »

Public school teachers are also embracing this theory. Last year, Brown’s
national education task force developed standards that completely revamp the
teaching of foreign languages. Instead of conjugating verbs and by rote
memorizing vocabulary lists a few times per week, as students have done for

years, the focus is now on immersing children in actually communicating with the
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language every day.

Students may listen to stories on tape, learn songs, or watch movies and
newscasts in the language they are studying. Spanish students, for instance, may
be guided through a science project or play a math game in that language. With a
little experience, French students may be asked to use the Internet to correspond
with students in France or to write and act out a play in French.

“The idea here is not just to teach them about the rules of the language but
to get students actively involved in using it right from the beginning,” says
Brown. “Kids soak up language by osmosis, and it’s a very effective approach—
particularly when it’s taught through a variety of activities. After all, that’s the

way we learn our own language. ”

snack /snzk/ n. small meal, usu eaten in a hurry, esp
between main meals /MZ, SO GAETEH
ARAE, LIEWIERZE KD

spontaneous /spon'teinias/ a. done, happening, said, etc. because of a
voluntary impulse from within, not

caused or suggested by sth/sb outside H

&Ky E3089; B 318

accent /zksant/ n. national, local or individual way of
pronouncing words 1%, i, T &

toddler /'todla/ n. child who has only recently learnt to walk
WIlF e BB T

enroll /in'raul/ w. become or make (sb.) a member (of
sth.) BB GEAD B GEH LR ) R
5580 Tt

proficiency /prafifonsi/ n. being proficient (in sth. ); competence ¥§
iH

embrace /imbreis/ v. accept or take (an idea, etc. ) willingly ik
REZ SR ERE RS

initiative /I'nifiativ/ n. action taken to resolve a difficulty Jyf#s

PR XE TR B BT 30 5 B BN 5 BUE
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kindergarten /kindaga:tn/ n.

heed /hi:d/ v.
conclusive /konklusiv/ a.

preschool /'priiskuil/ a.

insight /'insait/ n.

linguistics /liggwistiks/ n.

identify /aidentifai/ v.
neurobiologist /njusreubaiolodsist/ n.
newborn /njurbomn/ n.

trillion /'triljan/ num.

distinguish /distingwif/ .
immature /imstjus/ a.

systematic /sistimztik/ a.
essence /'esns/ n.

puberty /‘pjuba(Dti/ n.
cognitive /'kognitiv/ a.

school for very young children; nursery
school 411 JLE

pay attention to (advice, etc.); take
notice of (sth.) HEEBWMAGhESE): B
INE = 2/)

(of facts, evidence, etc.) convincing;
ending doubt (F§ B 3L IEHE ) & AR
of the time or age before a child is old
enough to go to school 2R RTH ; SFRTEY
ability to see into the true nature (of
sth.); deep understanding YA %€ J1; B %)
BT %

scientific study of language or of
particular languages &5 ¥

to ascertain the origin, nature, or
definitive characteristics of . .. B\, 5 HA
BasE - BRI A R R I E 1 A IE
WBEY¥ER

2L FEIL

— L

recognize the difference between (people
or things) X5, ¥ 5 (ANEYD

not (yet) fully developed or grown ()
RESBEN; BE (HRTLEH

done or acting according to a system or
plan; methodical & R4 8 BT RIK;
> 32::ki0)

that which makes a thing what it is; most
important or indispensable quality of sth
AR ER

HEHY

of or relating to cognition TA&I#Y; & RIA
Ry :
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motivation /mauti'veifan/ n.
nil /nil/ n.

notion /naufan/ n.

controversial /kontravafal/ a.

multilingual /'maltilingwal/ a.

ingredient /ingr:dient/ n.

revamp /'rivaemp/ w.

conjugate /'kond3ugeit/ .

immerse /ima:s/ vt.

newscast /'njuizka:st/ n.

osmosis /ozmausis/ n.
approach /sprautf/ n.
carry on ZREEFF &, IR FF

thanks to f1 F
task force 45| TYELH

in terms of M, ¥ M8, 7 HH
expose. . . to i+ 3|, {gi-- -3 fh--

insight into Jf§%&---

shtll; Bk

nothing; zero J5; & ;

idea or belief; concept Wi ; {54 ; 54
causing or likely to cause controversy 3|
AT RES B SEHY

speaking or using many languages FHZ
MIES K

any of the qualities of which sth is made
ESE -5 FF 0 %

renew (sth. ), esp superficially; improve
the appearance of ¥ (¥ #) & # (Jt 35 4h
W) 5 BT

(grammar) give the different forms of (a
verb), as they vary according to number,
tense, etc. GE¥E) % (Bhid) B LTE R
(BRER WHES

involve oneself deeply (in sth.); absorb
oneself fff § YR (FEHEY) ;i H I
BTRELTF :

broadcast news report #[HJ 1%

gradual, and often hardly noticeable,
acceptance of ideas, etc. (EA8. WA%)
WHB L -

way of dealing with a person or thing J

% FBR

window of opportunity EiFR , B#l
stick with 482 X #F; RF¢ 5 B R
as a result Z558

in essence A |-

due to B1F, RMIHF

during the course of 7E---}H[H]



10 BRBMARBEGE=M

in part ¥R43Hb get involved in # &
magic bullet B, W soak up MU

as opposed to 5+« #iXt; 5+« X L a variety of ZF#)
by rote JEiCHEH » VLML after all Be &

act out ¥yE—FA A K- f1EIT3

. The Language Workshop for Children: {3 F41Z)#) )LEE S %8 H 30 ZHH

Fi sk , B0h B SH@ A A B4 LA i 7 R BULESME .

the Glastonbury, Connecticut, public schools: %@Jﬁ@ﬂ%d‘ﬂ%ﬁ[%ﬁ{ﬂi?ﬁ
I SLEERL

the National Standards Task Force on Foreign Language Education: a special
project of ACTFL (American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages)
to undertake the task of defining content standards — what students should
know and be able to do — in foreign language education.

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages: 3% & SEIESHFE
W

5. Indiana University of Pennsylvania. 3% 5/ EQ#h 2 AR K

6. the University of California, Los Angeles: 3% E¥&IZHLAINM K2#

7.

8. Concordia University in Montreal: 7£/I1€ K545 /K i) BRFH Il I K

applied linguistics: [ FHiE 5

After-reading Task

Questions

- Answer the following questions.

1.
2.
3.

What age does a “better learner” usually start?

How did most public schools offer foreign language not long ago?

When did Brown’ s task force suggest is the best time to start foreign language
study?

What are the benefits of starting foreign language learning earlier?
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What skills are most likely to stick with us for life?
According to the experts, when does the “window of opportunity” shut?

What are also considered as powerful learning forces?

P N o en

Which element is yet as important as starting earlier on acquiring foreign

languages?

. Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the passage. Don’t refer to it

until you have finished the exercise,
(1) the Goals 2000 education (2) and the
(3) of thousands of teachers, Brown’s (4) recommended

that all children have the opportunity to study foreign languages in

(5 school, (6) starting in (7) or first
grade. (8) that call, 24 states report teaching foreign languages in
public elementary schools with (9) in these programs up 18 percent
from 1990 to 1994, (10) the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages.

Vecahalasng

. Match the words or phrases in Column A with the definitions in Column B.

A B
1. enroll a. deep understanding
2. proficiency b. most important of sth.
3. initiative c. influence decisively; determine
4. heed d. competence
5. immerse e. pay attention to; take notice of
6. revamp f. become a member of sth.
7. conclusive g. absorb oneself
8. insight h. renew; improve the appearance of
9. essence i. action taken to resolve a difficulty
10. govern j. convincing; ending doubt



