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A New Chinese Course has been prepared for use by students as an elementary Chi-
nese course book. It consists of two volumes (Book I & Book Il ), with 3,000 basic words,
over 300 grammar items and 1,500 basic Chinese characters. Each volume is designed for
125—200 class-hours in an academic year. This course aims at enabling learners to com-
municate in Chinese for daily purposes and social function, meeting their need for further
studies of the language and hopefully helping them to arrive at the second grade of Chi-
. nese Standard Level or to acquire the C Level Certificate of HSK Elementary Chinese.

Two companion exercise books have also been prepared for learners.

Since the 1970s, a good number of Chinese textbooks have been devised and pub-
lished at home and abroad. Each of them has features and merits of its own, and has been
used in both teaching and learning. However, as language teaching theories and methods
develop, we find it necessary to compile a new textbook on the basis of the success of
similar textbooks published and the new accomplishments in the field of language teach-
ing and research, so as to meet the demand for Chinese teaching in the world. A New

Chinese Course is a product of such experimental efforts.

Grateful acknowledgments are due to the specialists and professors at the Beijing
Language and Culture University, Beijing University, Beijing Normal University, People’s
University of China and the Commercial Press International Company Ltd. who met three
times in the course of the preparation of this book and offered valuable advice and gener-
ous assistance. Professor Yang Guozhang (% & &) also showed his warm concern for
the compilation of this book.Any suggestions and criticisms from users of this book are

earnestly welcome.

This course has been prepared on the scheme put forward by the chief editor, with

Mr. Huang Zhengcheng (¥ B{ %) responsible for texts and new words, Mr. Li Quan
(FEHR) for function items, Ms. Zhao Yanwan (#X#Bi) for notes and Ms. Ma Yanhua
(5 ##) for phonetics and exercises.

The course was finally completed under the chief editor’s overall planning and ar-

rangements.

Book I of A New Chinese Course has been arranged as follows:




VI

Lesson 1 to lesson 10 deal with Chinese phonetics and characters. Generally, the
teaching of individual sounds can be very dull and tedious and students may not find
much interest in them. To learn Chinese phonetics through sentences at the very beginning
can also, if improperly done, result in the incomplete mastery of the sounds and tones. In
order to avoid these tendencies, priority has been given to the teaching of phonemes, sylla-
bles and tones at this elementary stage while short and simple commonly used phrases and

sentences are provided.

Writing characters is another hard nut for foreign students to crack. In this book, the
writing of Chinese characters is taught in strokes and stroke order, according to the rules
of structures of the Chinese characters. In the first ten lessons, 50 mono-formative charac-
ters are given (thus, “—",“ " “= 7 “PU” “F " “X7 L “ A" “H.” and “+” will not

appear as new words in later texts). Undoubtedly, learners will find it useful to learn them.

From lesson 11 to lesson 50, all the texts are written in the form of dialogues set in
foreign countries. They have fixed characters and centre on five topics: individuals—fami-
lies—institutes —friends—society, recurring eight times throughout the book, joining up
structure, topics, function and culture. All the texts are prepared on practical language,
close to the life of overseas learners, always enabling them to find something to talk about
and discuss after each lesson. The place names written as “x x” are supposed to be sub-

stituted with the local names known to the users.

Texts from lesson 11 to lesson 30 are provided with Chinese phonetics. - Between 31

”

| and 50 the texts are merely provided with tone marks. The light tone is shown with “,”,

but new words are indicated with their original tone marks.

New words: The number of new words in each lesson increases from 20 to 40 as the
lessons move on. Over 1,300 words are included in Book [ , 80% of‘which are regarded
as A Level words according to An Outline of Chinese Standard Level. A glossary is ap-
pended to the book.

Function: Social communication is the very fundamental function of a language. This
course gives priority to the training of students’ communicative skills. Each lesson has 4—
8 function items, and there are altogether 132 function items and 249 function points
throughout the book. They have been specially designed on the basis of the texts, the real-
istic demand of the learners as well as the accomplishments in function research theories

at home and abroad. There is a summary and classification of function items attached to

the end of the book.

Notes: They mainly deal with two things. One is the grammar, the other is difficult

sentences, expressions and necessary background information concerning culture. The



grammar items covered in this book are mostly concluded in An OQutline of Chinese
Standard Level as A Level items. They are arranged in accordance with their degree of dif-
ficulty and are intended only to provide short and simple explanations, not all round or
systematic ones. Notes in each text are all enumerated by Arabic numerals. Important sen-
tence patterns are generally shown with diagrams. There are also four brief summaries of
grammar in the book to help students grasp those grammar points they have dealt with. A

grammar index is included in the book.

Exercise: Exercise books have been separately prepared for learners of this book.
They contain two parts. One includes various types of exercises designed to consolidate the
grammar, function items and texts covered. The other is character writing. A certain
amount of space has been allotted to drills, manipulation exercises and conversation

practice. Multiple choices are adopted for the purpose of familiarizing students with HSK

book.

In order to satisfy the need of some students, simplified Chinese characters are all ac-
companied by their original complex forms when they appear for the first time in the exer-

cise book.

{ This book is translated into English by Ms. Shen Suqin (}f £%) and Ms. Wang

tests as their Chinese improves. A key to some of the exercises is appended to the exercise '

Suyun (EE =) and revised by Mr. Xiong Wenhua (88 X #). Our British friend Mr. An- g

gus Leigyton Hall and Australian friend Mr. Glenn Mark Dias also helped revise the Eng-

8 lish language.
This book is illustrated by Mr. Xiao He and designed by Ms. Jiang Daiping.

This course is accompanied by a set of cassettes.
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Abbreviations

mingci
daici
dongci
zhudongci
xingréngci
shuci
lidngci
fuci

jieci

lidnci
zhuci
tanci
xiangshéengci
citéu

ciweéi

noun
pronoun

verb

auxiliary verb
adjective
numeral
measure word
adverb
preposition
conjunction
particle
interjection
onomatopoeia
prefix

suffix
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Phonetics

1. /=1 Initials:
b [p] plp'] m [m] f [f]

2. #8 Finals:
a [a] o [o] e [a] i [i] u [u]

3. R ZE41 Notes on pronunciation:
b [p] WE, AR, HWEF. WEHSG, BEWSHMANEHEG, HRM
H, BERFE, EwAEY,

b [ p] is an unaspirated voiceless bilabial plosive pronounced by keeping_ the lips
closed to block the air which then forces out of the blockage with a plosion. The vocal cords

do not vibrate.

plp‘] WE, 25, HEE. REHHEMD [p] HF, REWMFUEHIRERE.

p [p‘] is an aspirated voiceless bilabial plosive. It is pronounced at the same position as

b [p] except that a stronger puff of air is released.
THEZDb pHWEEREE,

See the following figures for the articulation of b and p.

b p

] R

3 % .

D EF g =y

(1) e (N Jat unaspirated b

initial position formation of air pressure  articulation: { .
aspirated p



m [m] WE, A%, WEHAE, SMKSIFFNREEYL

m [m] is a voiced bilabial nasal pronounced by keeping the lips closed so that air

passes the nasal cavity. The vocal cords vibrate.

ff] B, wWEE, FTHEEELY, BRES, SWNEBERQEES L, BHE
. AHAEB.

f [f] is a voiceless labio-dental fricative pronounced by drawing the lower lip near the
upper teeth and leaving a narrow passage to let the air squeese out with a fricative sound. The

vocal cords do not vibrate.
THEm fHEERAEE,

See the following figures for the articulation of m and f.

a [a] 71, 1§, FEE. K ?

a front, open, unrounded vowel. J
o [o] &, ¥, HE. a\,_/

a back, semi-close, rounded vowel.

e [¥] B, ¥&/, FEE.

a back, semi-close, unrounded vowel.

i [i] ﬁi" E, Z<E]EO

a front, close, unrounded vowel.

u [:u] }E" E’ @EO

a back, close, rounded vowel.

. =¥ 57&Eig Syllables and tones:
(1) SYRIETWEAGHAN, COETRLBES P HNETR. — BRI, —



MXFRRGE—-IF T
A syllable is the basic structural unit of sounds as well as an aurally identifiable segment

of speech. Generally speaking, each syllable is represented by a character in Chinese.

WEEY - MaFEAE, BENFERAR. WA RERFAE, FRREMNEHSL
EYE, BEXSEYE, SPE, EVIUBRAES, FTARKNEEEHEAA,

A Chinese syllable is often composed of an initial, a final, and the tone. The consonant
that begins a syllable is called an initial and the sound that follows the initial is calied a
final. Finals are further divided into simple finals and compound finals. A syllable may be

composed of a final with or without an initial. The pitch variation in a syllable is indicated by

tones.
77 tone
FY = FE + ¥F
syllable initial  final
HETHNENESW:

Components of a syllable

ba—-— 7 lai-—— 7 i n ido - X
: tone tone ‘ tone
B R FR oo #E | AR -ua
initial final initial final initial final
zh uang------ 7R ©0) ai--- F )
; tone ‘ tone
Fa o Ha Fa o #a

initial final initial final



Q) FREE - ITETARNEE LA, TUEREFANES, —MUk, —M
FRE—-TFN, BHARAXMFERE, FSRAENEFEXANEXHER. & ma (43
mother), mG () hemp), m& (& horse), ma (& to curse),

E: MRXHHESHTRFEHREXREXFHEL, WM. (G mother)

The tone refers to the pitch variation within a syllable. Chinese is a tonal language. In
general, each character stands for a syllable. Hence the tone of a syllable is also known as the
tone of a character. Tones in Chinese have the function of signaling meaning. E.g. ma ({3

mother), mé (B hemp), ma (& horse), ma (5 to curse).

DERENAER. AP, H¥, £EF, &5, hfE—F, B2F, =5, £0
o FEAEEEYMERETE L, B, 7, 7, T,

There are four tones in Chinese: the high-and-level tone, the rising tone, the falling-and

rising tone, and the falling tone. They are also known as the first tone, the second tone, the

’ v
L ’

third tone, and the fourth tone respectively. Tones are indicated by the tone-marks: ~

, ~, which are placed over the main vowel of a syllable.

ROTALERCEREEF RN B REEL, i21E.

We will use the following graph to illustrate the pitch contour of the four tones:

B [55] mé [ma*]
the 1st tone 3
o
< —4
-] [35] . [ma*]
the 2nd tone ¢ -3
¥=7m \/ [214] —2 [ma?*]
the 3rd tone
ma
—1
B [51] - [ma™]

the 4th tone

5. B HEY Read out the syllables:

ba (/\ eight) ma (4% mother)
ba (¥ father) m& (& horse)
bf (% pen) mi (K rice)
bu (A not) | miu (K wood)

fa (& to hand out) fa (& father)



