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The mere mention of China often reminds people of its vast expanse of
territory, abundant resources, huge population, time-honored history and
splendid culture. China, as a developing country, is now rapidly heading for
modemization. This ancient mysterious oriental country seems like an inex-
haustible goldmine and resourceful history book appeals to an ever-rising
number of people both at home and abroad. However, the goldmine and
history book is so huge and abstruse for people from other countries, even a
native Chinese to grasp its marrow. With this in mind, Shanghai Classical
Publishing House meticulously designs and compiles this present series of
books, A Guide to China, so that it will be more sparing of time and efforts
for all the people who are willing to learn more about China.

The choice materials in this series of books reveal the diverse cultures
and life styles typical of their respective kind within Chinese territory.
Moreover, the series of books is printed in a bilingual version ( Chinese-
English ) with vivid pictures. Each Chinese character is accompanied by
Chinese pinyin, and a demarcation between two different Chinese phrases
is considerately drawn throughout each book. All these efforts aim to facil-
itate the reading and comprehending of foreign friends and communication
between different cultures.

It is our sincere wish that this series of books might serve as a bright
window for demonstrating Chinese culture, and a solid bridge for commu-
nication and mutual understanding between Chinese people and other na-
tions as well.

Gao Keqin
October, 2002
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According to the believable records, wine and tea has a long history
of two thousand years in China. Their history could be traced back to four
or five thousand years ago by legendary. The historic significance of wine
and tea is not only in the history of economic and technology, people will
also consider their extraordinarily elegant demeanor in the cultural history.
We drink fine wine and fragrant tea from mouth, while they go through
our mind and seep into our bone and blood. They cause the excitement
and arouse the inspiration. They sharpened the political change, sculptured
the spirit of our great thinker in the past. They also brewed the immortal
poems and accumulated the enchanting folk custom. When we tour the
cultural course of ancient China, we will find that everywhere is permeated
with the fragrances of both wine and tea. They are valuable cultural
wealth.

We listed the most famous tea and wine in this book. You may have a
charming taste of the cultures of both wine and tea from the characters to
qualities, sources to courses, and their processing techniques to relative

legendary. These books give us a window through which we can appreciate
the Chinese culture.
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The green tea and oolong tea are two most valuable ingredients of
traditional Chinese tea. While some people are fond of black tea and jas-
mine tea. The yellow tea and white tea, especially the compressed tea, also
possess a wide market. A prosperous situation prevails in the tea family
like a hundred flowers blossoming. Generally speaking, people in the north
and west are fond of jasmine tea. People living in the Changjiang River
valley have the greatest esteem for green tea. People living in Fujian and
Taiwan like oolong tea, while people in Guangdong prefer to black tea. It
goes without saying that the delicate fragrant green tea and the strong fra-
grant oolong tea embody the cream of traditional Chinese tea. And the tea
culture of two-thousand-year history really has a long pleasurable aftertaste.
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Longjing is the famous green
tea produced in Hangzhou, Zhe-
jlang Province.  Longjing Tea
trees grow on the hills of Shifeng,
Longjing, Meijiawu, Wengjiashan
around the West Lake.
Peak and Tianzhu Peak provide

Beigao

protection from cold currents in
the north for this hilly area from
And the hills
stretch to Qiantang River in the
Thus,

most ideal natural conditions for

the cold current.

south. this area has the
the growth of tealeaves, including
warm temperature, humidity, ade-
quate rainfall, rich and slightly
acid soil.

Longjing Tea is regarded
as our national tea and has four
unique characters as the green
color, the sweet scent, the mellow

taste and the beautiful shape.

xiang yu weéichun xingmei

yi jidng zGo er Jiang nén

sanjiang qin
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The tealeaves are flat and straight
in shape and yellowish emerald
green in color. When picking the
tealeaves, the early season, the
tender leaves and the diligent
picker are very important. Tea is
usually classified into thirteen
grades and only the first three
grades are top quality goods.
wonderful

provides a memorable experience.

taste

Longjing Tea’s

Emperor Qianlong of the
Qing Dynasty had made an in-
spection tour of the area south of
Once he
had sampled the Longjing Tea in

the Changjiang River.

the Hugong Temple under the
Shifeng Hill. The emperor was so
excited that he conferred the title
of “Imperial tea” upon the eigh-
teen Longjing Tea trees in front

of the temple.
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