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On Guodian Bamboo Book Lao Tzu

Abstract

Collating ancient books is a kind of systematic work. . This is not
only because understanding of the whole book and that of concrete are
connected with each other but also because either studying the meaning
of words or researching in thoughts has great impact on understanding
the whole book during the process of collation. BEITALANGFEI once
said that the development of one system can come to three possibilities.
It can come to still state gradually along the development of time; it
cannot reach such state; it can be in a periodic swinging state. For
each researcher to reach widely — acknowledged conclusions is the ideal
of his research. That is to make system constructed by him reach the
still state. Therefore, this system seems to target a balanced state
which can be only reached in the future. Or this event can be ex-
pressed to be decided by the final state in the future. So what is our
purpose? Which kind of final edition can be got in our collation? How?
Under which kind of understanding?
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The academic circle traditionally consides that textual criticism o-
riginates from unavoidable errors made in handing down books. The
more ancient the book, the more time the book can be hahded, the
more errors it can be. The task of the study is to correct errors and to
restore the original text with the fewest errors. However, all ancient
books were not written by one. Instead they were edited and added by
descendants .

So there is no absolute original text of Lao Tzu. Accordingly, a
method similar to archaeological typology should be introduced to re-
place the frequently — applied one which merely examines similarities
and dissimilarities between different editions by traditional textual criti-
cism. That is, every edition should be arranged in temporal order ac-
cording to its system, by which the collation of ancient books and the
research on the process of handing down could be combined into one
and the study could be made from the height of the history of thought.
Moreover, changing in ancient books during the process of handing
down, especially at the early time of ancient days could not be simply
considered distortion. Instead it should be regarded as the evolution of
thoughts itself. _

Specifically for Lao Tzu, recently in academic circles some re-
searchers have proposed that Lao Tzu is a selection of remarks of Dao-
ism. Mr. Luo Hao has made three models: selection, origin and co -
existence from the aspect of relationship between Guodian Lao Tzu and
today’s edition. The thesis tends to divide the known editions of Lao
Tzu in the perspective of stage: the embryonic stage represented by the
Guodian edition in the pre — Qin days, the stage of taking shape repre-
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sented by the Mawangdui and Fu Yi editions from the end of the War-
ring States to the beginning of the Han Dynasty, the stage of finalizing
the form represented by the editions of Zhigui, Annotation by Hes-
hanggong, Annotation of Xianger, Annotation by Wang Bi in the Han
and Wei Dynasties, and the stage of handing down represented by later
editions. During the process of collation, we should let every edition,
especially the Guodian edition in the embryonic stage, be as what it is
rather than altering one edition in one stage according to others in other
stages. The alteration on the Guodian edition should be totally opposed
especially when the contents are coherent. The thesis proposes only
four circumstances under which the Guodian edition could be changed
referring to other editions in other three periods:

1. The sequence of the edition is in disorder.

2. The contents of the edition is fragmentary.

3. The characters of the edition is indistingnishable .

4. The spelling of the edition is faulty.

The above four cases in fact admits the prescriptiveness of other
editions in understanding the Guodian Edition because it is widely ac-
knowledged that all editions are closely associated with one another.
Since it is a philosophical masterpiece for us to interpret we should
grasp the meaning of the sentence to understand the contents and then
the thought. Accordingly the collation of all editions becomes the nec-
essary procedure.

Therefore the method to collate should be logical deduction by
which thought rises in itsef. When thought unfolds its logical cate-

gories in objective world, the substantial being separates from itself to
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form differences, i.e. differences between the editions of Lao Tau.
The thesis tries to divide the differences in eight editions in the former
three stages into the following kinds:

1. different in form but identical in character

2. different in character but identical in meaning

3. different in meaning but identical in thought

4. different in sentence

5. different in thought

Piaget considers that any structure has three characteristic nature:
totality, transformation, and self — regulation. The three characteristics
find their expression in the differences between the editions of Lao
Tzu. The purpose of collating the Guodian Lao Tzu today is not only to
get a readable edition in itself but also to probe into the principle of
transformation between all kinds of differences to distinguish the system
and to trace the origins of all editions.

Thus differences between all editions should be maintained to let
them be as what they are. Accordingly the task of collation is to con-
struct the Temple of Thought itself, by which thought appears itself,
instead of clearing up rubbish outside it. Therefore, the collation itself
becomes the study of thought and the new thought comes into being
based on the study of differences between the editions of Lao Tzu and

different ideas-

Key words: Lao Tzu Collation Editions The method using proofs from
two aspects Differences between editions Study on thought
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