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Tel — Aviv
May I*, 2002

In the summer of 1996, following the assassination of prime —
Minister

Yitzhak Rabin, I resigned from both my ministerial post in the
Israeli

government, and the Knesset. For me it was a total break after
thirty years of political work in both institutions.

I did feel, however, that I do wish to contribute four more years to
public service before retirement.

I chose to serve my country in the most fascinating and unique
land in the world — namely, China.

The cabinet in which 1 had served appointed me as the Israeli
ambassador to China. I had never been a diplomat before not least in
my make — up or in my style of work.

The four years I have spent in China were to become the most
thrilling and interesting experience of my entire life . The culture, the
views, the landscape, the leadecrhip, and most of all the people have
totally captivated me.

Both the huge Chinese nation and the very small Jewish one are
among the most ancient in the world. The two experienced wars, con-
quests, terror, contempt of their values, and uniqueness — but they sur-
vived.

Among the citizens and leaders of China I discovered love towards
the Jews and appreciation of their legacy and contribution to humanity
as well as to Israel which siruggles to this very day against resistance to

its very right to exist.
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I visited all of China’s 31 provinces, some in my official capacity,
and others as a tourist, who hungers to learn more and more about this
land of wonders. | had been in the homes of peasants, in schools in the
remotest areas , in universities, in museums, in concerts, and in the-
aters. 1 loved them all, 1 could sense the strength and viability of
China especially of its citizens and children.

Friendship with China is very important to Israel. It is so not only
because of its strength, but due to the fact that it is a Chinese trait to
own truefriendship to those who manifest the same.

Israel should focus on continuously improving its ties with China,
and share it achievements in agriculture and Hi - Tech.

I have no doubt that this book will contribute greatly to the
strengthening of the friendship between our two nations.

My warmest and most sincere wishes to.the author Cao Pengling,
and his wife Zhang yi as to the Chinese people, its children and lead-
ers.

My love of China will never leave me!
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