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ABSTRACT

This book fully discusses changes of the natural environment and
social control in the Jiangnan Delta during the Ming and Qing dynasties
from a brand - new angle of combining inspection of environmental
changes with that of social control. The reaction and changes of human
society during different development periods are also examined based on
the foregoing research.

After defining the geographical scope of the Jiangnan Delta, the
book makes an analysis on the environmental backgrounds of this area
during the Ming and Qing dynasties, including the backgrounds of nat-
ural ecology and administrative regionalization.

It begins with discussion on the social control under normal envi-
ronmental condition, namely no devastating disasters, no wars or sub-
rogation of regimes and explains how such social control systems were
developing under -a framework of local adminisirative system in the
Jiangnan Delta. Then the social reaction and readjustment under
changing environment period are emphatically discussed and this sec-
tion, which is the highlight of this book, are divided into two parts.

One is to discuss the social reaction and readjustment with case stud-
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ies of the relation between the natural calamity and famine in the late
Ming dynasty and the water control system. The other is to illuminate
the defense and control in Jiangnan Delta under the condition of a
changing social environment with examples such as the reconstruction
of the city walls in a period when this area was severely disturbed by
Japanese pirates, the local defense system from late Ming dynasty to
early Qing dynasty, the daily life and mutual help among different
trades during the late Chinese traditional society and governmental be-
havior in controlling local social ideology. This book ends with a com-
prehensive evaluation on the relation between environment and social
control in the Jiangnan Delta.

This book concludes that human society always undergoes reac-
tion, readjustment or application of a new control way in response to
the environmental changes through the investigation into the natural and
social changes in the area of the Jiangnan Delta during the Ming and
Qing dynasties. However these adaptation processes differs in different
social classes and in different areas. After undergoing these processes
and fluctuation this area continued to develope with new stability in or-
der to adapt to new environment. This patten, which is “harmoniza-
tion, control and dévelopment’,’ , is what this book try to put forward for

us.
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