WIND & RAIN BRIDGE

A journey among the Dong People of China and the classic Architecture of their covered Wind and Rain Bridges
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Preface
The Photography Album, "Wind and Rain Bridges... A journey among the Dong People of China and the

classic Architecture of their covered Wind and Rain Bridges." by Yu Junhai

Yu Junhai was born and lives in north of China, but has always shown a strong passion for the southern minorities...
especially the villages of the Dong people. Over many years, he has visited the Sanjiang Dong's Autonomy
County of Guangxi Province and neighboring regions numerous times and four times in three years at his own
expenses. Here he visited nearly 100 villages, taking extensive photographs. In this album we can see not only
his deeply held feelings, but also the strong admiration for the Dongs and their customs.

The Dong people are the descendants of Luoyue nationality, belonging to ancient Baiyue peoples, who lived in
southern China. With a population of 3,000,000 the Dong people mainly inhabit the Hunan, Guizhou, Guangxi,
and the Hubei Provinces of China. _

Dong Nationality has its own language, but even without its own writing, its history and traditional culture is still
quite magnificent. While the wood architecture was inherited and developed from the classical design called the
"Handrail Style" of ancient Yue, the Dong also formed their own unique style of craftsmanship, design, layout,
and functionality... which we have come to know as the "Wood-architectural Culture of the Dong."

The Wind & Rain Bridges and Drum-towers represent the pinnacle of the Dong's architectural work. In addition
their cultural singing without musical accompaniment has received great honor nationally because of Dong's
ability to create a charming multi-track choral rhythm that shows exceptional singing skill.

The album "Wind and Rain Bridges... A journey among the Dong People of China and the classic Architecture of
their covered Wind and Rain Bridges," has captured the essence of the Dong's villages through a profound vision
of emotion and artistic insight. In all, the expanse of this work is a plain and natural look into the life of the Dong
People as it combines both black and white and color photography. Through this combination of styles, the
photographer has shown us an artistic dignity of Dong history and an affectionate perspective of today's life.
After looking through the album "Wind and Rain Bridges... A journey among the Dong People of China and the
classic Architecture of their covered Wind and Rain Bridges," I feel as if I'm standing in the cultural gallery of the
Dong's villages. I'm sure all the readers will have the same feeling.

Sanjiang Dong's Autonomy County of Guang «i Province

Liang Richun

Head of the county

Oct 18, 2002
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Walking into Wind & Rain Bridge

A few years ago I visited Sanjiang, Guangxi Province, China, together with my friends just to see the Wind &
Rain Bridge of the "Dong Nationality" Autonomous County... so famous both at home and abroad named. Still.
with so many bridges in the world that I have never seen, I have to be honest in saying that I really had no prior
idea about the Dong's Villages or the residents.

So when I stepped into my first Dong Village and set foot in the hanging pavilions, to my surprise, the Wind &
Rain Bridges looked like pavilions swinging in the sky, connected by corridors like in the royal court. While I
walked a group of women came round with stitch-work in their hands and exhibited them to us and without even
thinking about it, my friends and I bought all of their work. Though we couldn't exchange the right words, because
of the gulf, between our languages, the look of joy pouring from their faces was obvious.

When I arrived at Sanjiang the attraction to their bridges was right from the start. The different styles of the Wind
& Rain Bridges spoke of the deeply held wisdom of Dongs, while the series of Drum-towers throughout the
village itself took on a spiritual air and all the hanging pavilions in between, seemed to tell the unique life style of
Dongs. Everywhere speaks of harmony with the mountains and nature, yet creating their own history out of the
past they strive to build a better life for the future.

For some five days, we trekked over the mountains and villages of the region. And while we gain a great deal, alas
we knew it wasn't anywhere near enough, so it was with a deep sense of regret that we left in such a short time.
But it was the very need erase that regret that brought me back again a short time later to once more walk in
Sanjiang, along the path with the Wind & Rain Bridges. It was the time of the New Year but this time I decided not
to spend the festival together with my family and instead took the opportunity to spend the time in the Dong's
Villages along with several friends from Taiwan.

There were so many differences in spending the New Year so far from the big cities. Here, you could hear the
sound of firecrackers everywhere and feel the thick atmosphere of the New Year. It was an exciting mood... and
we even managed to satisfy a craving to play firecrackers in the festival. In fact we all got so carried away, we
phoned our wives just to let them taste the atmosphere of the New Year in Dong's Villages too.

During the New Year, the Dongs are very active as it's the custom to invite relatives and friends to visit. For me the
most interesting part of the festival was to see all brides of the village accompanied by the matrons of honor, line
up to go back the place of their birth with their bamboo baskets full of the wine, meat, fish. Watching, we became
caught up in the festivities ourselves...and missed lunch, but we spent an amusing and interesting New Year.
Today, when I look these photos, the scene of the New Year we spent in Dong's Villages still comes to my eyes just
as vividly. Those, beautiful Dong Villages, I'm sure I will be back some day! And the Wind & Rain Bridges... |

will visit you again very soon!
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The*Chenyang Bridge” is representative work of the Wind & Rain Bridges in Sanjian Region
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With its refined architectural heritage the “Chengyang Bridge” takes its place among world bridge
designs and is one of the finest design example of the Wind & Rain Bridges of the Dong Nationality.
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RFEAHRA, BERFE.
This is only a small Wind & Rain Bridge, but is so
conveniently placed to into the village from the field.

Wind & Rain Bridge

The Wind & Rain Bridge in Dong's Villages is the pride of the Dong's architectural art and it's recognized as an
outstanding work of Chinese bridge architecture. Because of its unique bridge architecture that unitizes the
characteristics of bridge, a corridor and the pavilion, it is also referred to as the "Corridor Bridge." This unique
design makes it thought of as a very "precious treasure" among bridge architecture of the world.

The structure of the Wind & Rain Bridge is made up of three parts. The base of the supporting stonework uses
large rectangular stones, with smaller decorative stones above, while the upper part of the bridge's stonework is
covered by decorative stone panels. In addition the structure of the stonework columns, form an acute angle at the
front and rear... in order to reduce the impact of flood.

The middle part of the bridge forms the bridge's surface and adopts a design of thick cantilever joists and a simple
shoring girder with both of these made of wood. The upper corridor of the pavilion is supported by a coupling
system that has the girders linked by tenons and rivets. All the girders are fitted into the structure of bridge,
without the use of any reinforcing between girder and structure itself. In the corridor there is no seating between
the pillars of the "pavilions" or corridor, and the "Wind & Rain Eaves" above, spread out over the handrails.

As the Chengyang Bridge is a Wind & Rain Bridge well known all over the world... it's important to mention this
example of the work when talking about the Wind & Rain Bridges. The Chengyang Bridge crosses the Linxi
River at the location of the Maan Village where it has a length of 77.76m.

The timber structure of this bridge is made up of double-layer joists, with each layer formed by 7 pieces of fir that
has a diameter of 70cm. The upper layer of the joists spreads out to 4m over the under-layer of joists that has a
width of about 2.5m. Above, the floor of this pavilion is covered with black tiles, and the long corridor of the
bridge itself has the width of 4m. On the bridge, there are five pavilions linking the corridors with the roof
structure of the centre one looking like a hexagon, but the sides actually form a square. The height of the walls of
the pavilions are 7m to the surface of the bridge with the peak of the roof standing at 7.3m to the surface of bridge.
At each end of the bridge, two square pavilions stand by with the height of 6.5m.

From a distance, you can see the five grand pavilions side by side, with one roof peak over another. It's this bridge

that see the height of the Dong's bridge architecture. In fact it's so famous that Moruo Guo named it "Chengyang



Bridge" and composed a poem for it.

It's called the Wind & Rain Bridge of Linxi

With 20m length and 4m height

Wonderful designed, crafted pavilions

Lined up side by side from a distance

Firmer than iron, though made of wood

Bring up the following generation year after year
What time can I set foot on the SanJing

And enjoy the leisure working on farm

The importance of constructing the Wind & Rain Bridge has as much to do with crossing the river as it has to do
with building community togetherness and solidarity of purpose among the Dong villagers.

In the memory of the bridge-guarder, the person responsible for the bridge... the "Chenyang" Bridge was built by
over 80 Dong villages working together and led by the village elders. Before the construction, commenced, each
family took from their land five Fen (Chinese monetary unit) as mortgage for the venture. Together, they either
participated in the bridge construction, or acted as managers of the bridge construction. They appropriated the
donation of money, foodstuff and labors, as well as invited the best the stonemasons and carpenters. In all they
spent 12 years in finishing the construction of the "Chenyang" bridges (completed in 1916).

In the actual building process they spent four years in chiseling the big stones, preparing materials, and laying the
base stonework. Three years was needed in preparing the wood and
installing the girders, while it took some five years in erecting the
pavilions, constructing the houses and decorating the bridge. In all the
long years it took to build the bridge, two old village workers died... but
their sons replaced the vacancy left by fathers and continued the con-
struction of the "Chenyang" Bridge.

It's recalled that in the building of the bridge connecting Sanjiang of
Guangxi Province to the Hunan Province, a large village workforce
joined in the building venture. And after finishing the construction,
they installed ten tablets on the bridge where the names of all the vil-
lagers who made a contribution to bridge were recorded.

Among Dong Villages there's a story about "Chenyang" Bridge. It says

that a great many souls have passed over this bridge seeking reincarna-

tion in the crossing. Perhaps it's the reason that the population around ' o kI i = A0 1 g KU AR
the Bridge has multiplied so profoundly. Or maybe, the reason 1s that In this example, the Wind & Rain Bridge connects to the
every year there's a tradition of walking the bridge... in the hope of to

seek a new offspring.

Historically we're told that the forbearers of the Dong flourished with many offspring because the construction of

the bridge was completed on the extremely favorable day of Feb 2. In subsequent years, Feb 2. was named as the

Festival of "Bridge's Day." Thereafter the custom of praying for an offspring on that day began its long tradition

in history. However with equal importance in their tradition the Dong Wind & Rain Bridge is also the place where

villagers pray for their souls on the first day of the New Year. Just perhaps, it's the importance of these customs

that has led to the many bridges in Dong region.
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This example of a W‘1d & Rain Bridge has three peak-roofed pavilions
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The “Batuan Bridge” is the Wind & Rain Bridge with separated passages of people and animals.



