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Making A First Surprising Cry

In the period of the Warring States, there

was a man named Chunyu Kun. He had very good
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eloquence and was fairly sociable. He often gave

King Wei by

advice to the monarch of Qi
some interesting puzzles.

King Wei used to be a very wise monarch.
However, after he succeeded to the throne, he
became to be indulged in wine and beauties and
didn’ t pay attention to the national affairs. All
the civil and military ministers behaved like him,
stopping instructions, breaking laws, which made
all the kingdoms came to invade Qi which was in

danger.

Some of the patriotic people were worried a-
bout it. But all of them were afraid of the King,
so no one dared to give advise. Chunyu Kun knew
that the King liked humor and puzzles. Therefore,
he made a plan to find a chance to give sugges-
tions to King Wei.

One day, Chunyu Kun came to palace to vis-
it King Wei. He said, “Dear king, I heard a new
puzzle recently, and come specifically to tell
you. ~ After hearing it, the King was very happy
and said, “Good, say please, say please. ”
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Chunyu Kun said, “ There i1s a big bird stop-
ping in the court of yours. It hadn’t flown away
or even cried for three years. Do you know what
the bird is?”

King Wei was actually a wise man. On hear-
ing it, he knew Chunyu Kun was satirized and
said he himself was like the big bird and did noth-
ing but indulged in material comfort. He decided
to correct his errors and make a fresh start. So he
said to Chunyu Kun, “If the bird flies, it will fly
highly into th:z sky; if the bird cries, it will give
you a surprise.

From then on, King Wei was no longer in-
dulged in wines and beauties, and began to man-
age the country. He praised the officials who ful-
filled his duties, and punished those who were
corrupt and incompetent. The whole country was
stirred up soon. The kingdoms no longer dared to
invade after hearing the news, some even gave
back the land that they had occupied.

“Making a first surprising cry” —it will be a

surprise if a bird cries for the first time. It de-
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