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The Confucius Temple, located in the
center of the old Qufu City, the largest
temple in China for worshiping Confucius,

is one of the three existing old Chinese
architectural compounds.
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Foreword

In China, Confucius is a universally known his-
torical figure.

Confucius was born in the Spring-Autumn Pe-
riod two thousand and five hundred years ago. He was
an outstanding thinker, statesman, educator and
founder of the Confucianism in Chinese history. His
thought and doctrine have extremely far-reaching in-
fluence not only on traditional Chinese culture and
social development in China, but also on civilization
of the world, especially on formation and development

of civilization in the East, transcending limit of time

and space. For his contribution to human thinking and
culture, he is a worldwide-recognized famous figure ol
historical culture

Confucius underwent his lifetime of frustrations
During his lifetime. Confucius was no more than a ci
vilian though he was a learned man. He could not real-
ize his ideal. But after his death, his thought and doc

trine had ever-increasing profound influence and he



was respected as a sage. Emperors of all subsequent
dynasties granted him various respected titles. which
made Confucius a “‘supreme sage” just above emperors,

premiers and generals.

Qufu in Shandong Province is the hometown of

Confucius. As legends say, of the Three Kings and Five
Lords in remote antiquity, Lord Yan, Lord Huang and
Shao Hao set Qufu as their capital. In the Zhou Dy-
nasty (from 1043 to 256 BC), it was the capital of Lu
Kingdom. In long history, Qufu has accumulated more
than 200 relic sites, and among them, those related with
Confucius are the Confucius Temple, Confucius Man-

sion and Confucius Family Cemetery-people usually

call them “Three Kong’s” (Kong is the surname of
Confucius). As early as in 1982, Qufu was listed as the
national historic cultural famous city

Confucius Temple was built exclusively for of-
fering sacrifices to Confucius. It is a large-scale and well-
preserved architectural complex, comparable to the Im-
perial Palace in Beijing and the Summer Mountainous
Resort in Chengde, as one of the three ancient architec-
tural complexes.

Confucius Family Cemetery is a final resting place
built exclusively for Confucius and his descendants. It
occupies more than 200 hectares. It is the largest and
the longest-lasting clan cemetery in the world.

Confucius Mansion is the mansion for
Confucius’eldest grandson and his descendants to live
in. Starting from the Song Dynasty when Confucius
was granted a title of “Sir Hereditary Sage”, this lo-
cation had been the mansion of all “Sir Hereditary Sages

of every generation. Confucius Mansion is the typical
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The Confucius Mansion was residence for hereditary lineal eldest
grandsons in all generations of Confucian clan. This photo shows the
scene of the interior of the Mansion. Here the Confucian clan held
wedding ceremonies, funeral rituals and family banquets

L O E#7s RO % HET 2 8 T4 Z
S XL A HEE0| M2 AFHH 2
ch.

@
8
&
¢}



\

1 YiC

Qian

noble garden that combines office with residential

houses

The well-preserved “Three Kong's™ in Qufu pre-
sents a scroll of historical picture of traditional Chi-
nese culture. For its cultural and historical value, the
relic was listed in the “World Cultural and Natura
Heritage” as a cultural heritage of mankind by
UNESCO in 1994.

This album is an introduction of “Three
Kong’s” published in a form of both photo and text
in the hope that it can help the readers to understand
Confucius and Chinese traditional culture.

(The author is the 77" generation lineal descen-

dant daughter of Confucius.)
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The Scholar Cave is on the foot of Mount Ni. As a legend says
Confucius’ mother gave birth to Confucius in this cave after she
worshipped gods in Maunt Ni
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Confucius-the Founder
of Confucianism

Confucius (551 BC-479 BC) was named Qiu.
styled himself Zhongni, and lived in Changpin village
of Quyi county during the Spring-Autumn Period-
somewhere near Ni Hill in southeast of today’s Qufu
city. His father died when Confucius was 3 years old.
His clan declined. When he was a teenager, he was poor

and worked for nobles to tender cattle and sheep and
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This is the South Gate of Qufu OId City, built in 1594 The four

characters J { 1# Implying “Confucius’ prominent knowledge™ were
written by Emperor Qianlong (1736~1795 on his throne)
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“Contucius retired and wrote works” is one piece of the Map ot
Sage's Trace”. Confucius was discontent with ambitious ministers
seizing power in the court and disregarding patnarchal system. so
that he retired and engaged in writing bocks about ritual system and
music
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took care of warehouses. He said: “When I was young,
I was poor, and took humble jobs.” During that period,
Lu Kingdom was a cultural center of rite and music, as
the then people said, “Zhou rite is prosperous all in Lu
Kingdom.”As a child, Confucius was nurtured in such
a cultural atmosphere. When Confucius was 15, he was
determined to study to become an independent scholar
of culture and learning. He sought a way to become a
talent by self-study, studying diligently and was keen
on consulting others. He did not confine his study to
fixed teachers and was so crazy as to say: “If I learn
some true doctrine in the morning, I would be willing
to die in the evening.”

As legends said, Confucius traveled thousands
of miles to the capital of Zhou Dynasty to learn from
the then great scholar, Mr. Li Er (Lao Zi), “consulting
Mr. Li about rites”. By his diligence and hard study,
Confucius became adept at “rite, music, archery,
charioteering, reading and writing and arithmetic” com-
monly known as the “six arts”, when he was 30. This is
what Confucius summed up as “At thirty I took my
stand.”

Since then, Confucian reputation grew. More and
more people came to visit Confucius to study under his
instruction. From then onward, Confucius spent his time
and energy on teaching his students. Besides “six
arts”, his instruction was mainly in the way to under-
stand how to be a human being and how to behave
oneself.

Before Confucius taught students, only the
nobles had an opportunity to receive education.

Confucius advocated education for all members of

society; that is, “Education is available to all, regard-
less of their genealogy.” He taught students who came
from either rich or poor families, of either noble or
humble origin. He advocated the purpose of education
was not merely confined to teaching knowledge and
skill but also cultivation of persons featured by high
quality and sound gentlemenship and perfect
personality. He particularly appreciated students who
were content with their poor status but remained deter-
mined to study. Yan Hui was one of his most favorite
students, He praised Yan Hui, saying “Yan Hui does
not withdraw his determination to study even when he
is living a very poor and hard life that most people can-
not endure.” It is proper to say that Confucius was the
first educator in China who brought education to
civilians.

In his teaching, Confucius particularly empha-
sized that students must think independently. Often, he
discussed together with his students and gave them
proper instruction in accordance with individual gift
and personality, as he knew each of his students very
well. This is now well known as a tezching method-
“teach students in accordance with their aptitude™.
Confucius himself was insatiable in leaming and taught
his students tirelessly. He handed down such a spirit to
his students and repeatedly encouraged them, saying
“Study and frequently use your knowledge in practice.
and you will feel utmost happiness™ and admonished
them, saying: “Learning without thinking will lead to
void mind, while thinking without learning will lead to
danger” and guided them “never feel ashamed Lo
learn from your subordinates and even humble persons.” All



