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Abstract

The training objective in undergraduate education is the
most basic and fundamental concept in students’ training and
developing theories. It is also the starting point and the destina-
tion of undergraduate education. This book focuses on the train-
ing objective in undergraduate education in People’ s Republic
of China. It was guided by the principles of dialectical material-
ism and historical materialism and mainly based on reference
analysis method. After gathering and analyzing large amount of
historical reference materials, the research was carried out on
undergraduate education in People’ s Republic of China starting
from 1949, particularly on training objective forming, gradual
progress in history, existing problem, and challenge ahead.
Then the thesis puts forward the basic ideas and the specific
plans for solving the problems in order to provide a research
foundation for reform and further development of undergraduate
education in People’ s Republic of China in 21st century.

The book has 7 chapters, which can also be regarded as 4
parts.

The first part is the introduction, which is the chapter 1. It
concentrated on the problem and the challenge on training objec-
tive in undergraduate education and explained why such a study
was much needed. It summarized and provided an evaluation of

the relating foregone domestic research on training objective in
I}



undergraduate education and pointed out the previous study was
inadequate. It then prescribed what this thesis intended to cover
in time and in space and identified the key problems, basic ide-
as, logic frameworks, and fundamental method of the research.

The second part is the chapter 2. This part focused on the
basic theories on training objective in undergraduate education.
A definition of undergraduate education was given and then the
history and the key concepts of undergraduate education were
discussed respectively. It also covered the connotation, the ele-
ments, structures, and associated positions of training objective
in undergraduate education, and the theoretic and practical
foundation on training objective in undergraduate education,
etc.

The third part includes the chapter 3,4,and 5. This part
concentrated on the training objective in undergraduate educa-
tion in People’ s Republic of China, in details. It investigated
the political, economic and cultural backgrounds under which
Chinese undergraduate training objective took shape and
evolved. It also discussed the characteristics, the historical
problems and the practical challenges of the training objective in
undergraduate education in People’ s Republic of China.

The fourth part is the chapter 6. It covered the strategic ad-
justment of the training objective in undergraduate education. In
details, it included the guiding ideology, basic principles be-
hind the strategic adjustment of the training objective in under-
graduate education. It also discussed the value and the associat-
ed positions of such a strategic adjustment. A direct study was
done on the possible reform in personal training model in under-

graduate education.
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In the chapter 7, the final conclusion was given after sum-
ming up the study.

The book asserts undergraduate training objective consists
of three basic elements: knowledge, ability and quality, with
their logic structure an inverted triangle. Chinese undergraduate
training objective came into being in 1950s and passed through
four different development phases. As a whole, it adapted to the
planned economy but not to the market economy. So a strategic
adjustment should be made on Chinese undergraduate training
objective according to the actual needs of Chinese economic and

social development in 21st century.

Key words: undergraduate education, training objective, theo-

ry, history, strategic adjustment.
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