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Preface

The 13th Congress of International Union for Quaternary Research has been determined
to be held in August 1991 in Beijing,China. With a view to making good preparation for the
Congress,a good few seminars on regional Quatenary geology have been organized in succes-
sion. The seminar on Quaternary Geology of Coastal Area in Southeast China is just one of
them. The seminar was jointly convened by the Commission on Quaternary Glacier and Qua-
ternary Geology of Geological Society of China, Quaternary Geology Teaching Association of
China Normal Colleges and Universities ,Geological Society of Guangdong Province ,Geologi-
cal Society of Hainan Province and China Quaternary Research Association in Guangzhou and
Haikou from 27th November to 7th December,1990.

The coastal area in Southeast China possess the characteristic natural and geological
conditions as well as the development history of Quaternary geology. The research work con-
cerning Quaternary geology of the area is of far reaching importance to the Quaternary re-
search of the Asian area and the rest of the world. Ten years has passed since the convening
of the First Seminar on Quaternary Geology of Coastal area in Southeast China in Tianjin
City in 1981,and since then great progress has beena made. The papers submitted to the semi-
nar fully reflect the achievements obtained during the past ten years. Many new understand-
ings have been gained in the following aspects: Setting-up of Quaternary stratigraphic se-
quences in coastal areas, analysis of neotectonic fracture systems, formation of modern land-
form, evolution of ecological environment, sea level fluctuations and vicissitudes of coastal
belts,analysis of beach rock and storm deposit of outer continental shelf. The extensive re-
search areas not only cover the coastal areas, but also cover the Xisha Islands, Taiwan Is-
land ,Hongkong, outer continental shelf of the East China Sea and the South China Sea. In
short, the seminar indicates that the Quatzrnary research in coastal area of Southeast China
will enter a new development stage.

As a generous gift presented to the 13th Congress of International Union for Quaternary
Research, the proceedings of the seminar, which comprises some of all 91 papers and ab-
stracts reveived, mirrors by and large the present research status and level of Quaternary ge-
ology of coastal area in Southeast China and shows the Quaternary research achievements ob-
tained during the recent years. In conclusion I sincerely wish further progress in the scientific

researches to be made in the future.

Zhang Zonghu

August 1991.
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