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The Town of Importance
Originated from a Dock
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When the 20th century
approached the last stage,
the Three Gorges Project,
of which the Chinese

people had dreamed for a
century, has begun

constructing. Almost in the
meantime, Chongqing —
the youngest Chinese city
directly under the jurisdic-

ARERIEKE,

Modern transportation in Chongging.
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Itis Yuzhong peninsula. the confluence of Yangtze River (left) and Jialingjiang River

(right), from which Chongging is connected with the middle and lower reaches of
Yangtze River.
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The sunset at Wenfeng Tower, one of the scenic spots in Chongqing.

ERERE,
A night view
of Chongqing.
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The busy Jialing
River dock of
Chongging Port.
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It was the Chaotianmen
wharf in the early 20th
century. It was swarmed
with merchant ships and
porters, demonstrating
the sign of dock (wharf)
economy.

WEPHNEXREMF¥S, AIREE, REERADMREMRENEE, EAIJT 300328, MBISI=IR, BEH 00222, A=K,
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RIg8B0H, =R ERER—, EEBRBIEHNEA MIIERISHNES. RETIM, MURIRTINEE. BS99, 2
tion of the Central Government — was brought into existence at the farthest west of the intending Three Gorges Reservoir. From that time on,
Chongqing, the Three Gorges Project, the Three Gorges Reservoir and the Three Gorges have closely connected with each other, constituting
the primary elements of a social event.

Coincidentally, when we look away from the top of Huangshan of Chongqing, the downtown area of Chongging, the by-land, where Jialingjiang
River joins Yangtze River, is just like the fore part of a huge ship that is sailing eastwardly. Sailing along the Yangtze River for three hundred
kilometers, you will reach the Three Gorges. The Three Gorges Project is two hundred kilometers further from the Three Gorges. Chonggqing, with

its vitality and passion, is transporting new energy and prosperity to the 185-meter-high dam, the highest of its kind in the world.
The coincidence is not inevitable. Yangtze River has become colorful because of Chongging, while every historical events of Chongging
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have been witnessed by Yangtze River. It is Yangtze River that inspired our ancestors to build a city where Chongqing is located.

In primitive society, in the Three Gorges reservoir area inhabited Ba people. Ba people, with their unique language, c.ulture, life style, politics, military and
democracy, enjoyed a free life. Ba people were classified into two main groups — “the Ba of white tiger” and “the Ba of snake” — due to their different totems.

Ba and Shu, a state established on Chengdu Plain, were in battles occasionally. They were known as “western minor states” by the people of the central China.
In the legendary battle between King Wu of Zhou dynasty and the last king of Shang dynasty (11th century B.C.), both Ba and Shu dispatched their warriors to assist
King Wu. It is said that “Ba people are so brave that they oppress the Yin people in singing and dancing. The Yin people all surrendered to them”.

At the early stage of the Spring and Autumn period (770 B.C. - 476 B.C.), Ba was a real power. It attacked Chuin 626 B.C. At the later stage of the Spring and
Autumn period, the principality Chu became so powerful as to conquer the principalities on the middle and lower reaches of Yangtze River. In addition, Chu aimed to
swallow up Ba. Thanks to the defense of the Three Gorges, Ba could survive. At that time, the principality Ba stretched from Yufu (Fengjie of Chongging today) on the
east to Jidao (Yibin of Sichuan Province today) on the west. It bordered Hanzhong on the north and Qianfu on the south, with its capital set at Jiangzhou (Chongging
today), namely the confluence of two rivers. Chongqing showed the first sign as the center of Yangtze upper reaches.

Soon Ba transferred its capital to Langzhong (now in Sichuan province). It meant to avoid the attack of Chu, but ended in disaster.

Jiameng (located in Guangyuan of Sichuan province) was a friend of Ba. Shu, as an enemy of Ba, vented on Jiameng by attacking it. The leader of Jiameng took
refuge in Ba and sought help from Qin. Qin sent troops to fight and conquer Shu. Coveting the wealth of Ba, Qin went eastward and seized hold of Langzhong, ending
the existence of Ba. In 316 BC, Qin conquered Ba and made Ba one of its counties. The general Zhang Yi was sent to garrison Chongqing the political center of Ba
county.

At that time, the contest between Chu and Qin for hegemony was in a climax. To prevent Chu from attacking Ba county, Zhang Yi built a city at Chongqing, the first
city in Chonggqing.

The earliest city of Chongqing was located not the downtown peninsula but in Jiangbeizui, the confluence of Jialing River and the Yangtze River north in the Jialing
River. Archaeological evidences revealed that in Neolithic Age there were primitives living at the foot of Tushan hill that was on the opposite bank to Chongqing by-land,
and Cuntan and Yangbatan that were distant from Chongging by-land. Why did the primitives not live on Chongging by-land? Some experts suggested the primitives
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Chongging is characterized by the porters with heavy load climb-
ing on the stairs.
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would choose to stay where they could find food and fresh water. Moreover, they could not
make advanced boats, so they could not reach the Chongging by-land. With the improve-
ment of boats, Chongging by-land began to demonstrate its geographical advantages the
confluence of two rivers. Based on a dock, Chongging grew into the capital.

At the early stage, Chongqging was built along the rivers and on the mountains, with
rivers as its defense and mountains as its fortress. An old saying goes like that “ Chongqing
is a born fortress, and Luzhou (Hefei of Anhui province today) is cast by iron.” With Chongging
as its military base, Qin was capable of attacking and conquering Chu from the Three
Gorges, resulting in the unification of China.

During the period of the Three Kingdoms (A.D. 220 - 280), Liu Bei, the king of Shu one
of the three kingdoms, set foot on Chongging when he first entered Shu. When Liu Bei,
joined by Liu Zhang, the prefect of Yizhou, attempted to attack Hanzhong, he led his army
go along the Yangtze River, through Chongging, Dianjiang (Hechuan of Chongging today),
Fucheng (Mianyang of Sichuan Province today), to Jiamengguan (Guangyuan of Sichuan
Province today). During'this journey, Liu Bei was fully aware of the military significance of
Chonggqing and the Three Gorges, and of the affluence of Chengdu Plain. This journey
inspired his ambition of being the king of Shu.

After Liu Bei became the king of Shu, Chongging was ranked as the major town of
military significance. The Shu fleet was arranged along the Yangtze River from Chongging
to Xu (Yibin today) and Lu (Luzhou today). The major operations against Dongwu, another
kingdom of the Three Kingdoms, were launched from Chongging. To strengthen the de-
fense of Chonggqing, Li Yan, the military officer of Jiangzhou (Chonggqing), ordered the
chiseling of the mountains. He aimed to join Yangtze River and Jialingjiang River at Fotuguan
and to surround Chongging with water. Taking into consideration of Chongqing’s born
fortress, Zhuge Liang, the prime minister of Shu, refrained him from this. Even now, we
could find the trace of chiseling on Eling.

After the assassination of Guan Yu, Liu Bei rushed to Chonggqing. He ordered that
Zhang Fei, who quartered at Langzhong, lead his army to Chongging and join him to attack
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A century ago. it is the boat trackers who have hauled numerous ships
through the dangerous shoals and into Chongging.

Wu. Unfortunately, Zhang Fei was murdered by his subordination. Liu Bei was left alone to
fight with Wu. He was defeated at Yiling and died at Baidicheng — the Baidi Temple. He
couldn’t return to Chongging any more.

After that, wherever there were battles, especially in the dynastic changes, Chongging
would remain the place contested by rivals. At the end of Yuan dynasty, Ming Yuzhen and
his son Ming Sheng set up “Great Xia” regime and occupied Chongging for 10 years (A.D.
1361 - 1371). At the last stage of Ming dynasty, Zhang Xianzhong led his peasant army to
seize Chongqing and set up “Great Xi” regime there, combating against the Qing army.
Therefore, people say “Shu would be in chaos before the other part of the country; and
Shu would be brought under control after the rest of the country.”

In the anti-Japanese war period, Chongging and the Three Gorges played a vital role
in protecting the Chinese people from falling into the hand of the Japanese. Owing to
Chongging and the Three Gorges, the politics and the military affairs of the rear area could
run smoothly; and the economy and cultural enterprises could continue. The talents of
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The Buddha Statues nearby Chonggqing is related to sailing, too. The Big
Buddha Temple in Danzishi, which was built in the fourteenth century,
would be paid tribute by passing-by boatmen and sailors. Even the Bud-

BAGHRR, ABEB 5 K

dha statue in the temple became the surveying criterion of the water for

them. When water washes the foot of the Buddha or washes the face of the
Buddha, the boat would follow different routes.
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every walk of life gathered in Chongging. To the west of Fengjie, Factories, educational institu-
tions and official departments that had retreated from other places concentrated there. In
Changshou County, which is tens kilometers from Chongging, the first investigation for the
Three Gorges project was undergoing by the joint effort of Chinese and American engineers.
Mr. Savage, the chief engineer of American Reclamation Bureau, the so-called “father of the
dam”, sailed eastwardly to investigate the Xiling Gorge and Nanjinguan that were still under
the control of the Japanese.

Looking back on the role played by Chongging in the national economy, we will find one
key word the dock. The southwest has been teemed with raw products: tea, raw hemp, white
wax, tung oil, bristle and coal have been popular on the market. The white bristle produced by
Rongchang was especially salable and was known as “No. One” in the international markets.
However, because the southwest was surrounded by mountains, the only passage to other
parts of China is Yangtze River. All the exchanges of materials and trade between the south-
west and other parts of China have been conducted at Chongging, the hinge of commerce.
According to the statistics of customs in 1936, the commodities that were transported to Shanghai
from Chongging accounted for 51% of the total value of Chongqing’s output commodities,
while the commodities that were transferred to Chongging from Shanghai made up 83.6% of
the total of Chongging’s input commodities. Chongging has taken the advantage of its unique
geographical location, developing into the distributing center and the port for imports and ex-
ports of the southwest and into the hub of communications of the upper reaches of Yangtze
River.

On this account, the economic structure of Chongging in its earlier stage was character-
ized with dock economy. In the traveling journal of one imperial inspector of Sichuan, it is
clearly illustrated that under the reign of Xianfeng (A.D. 1851 - 1862) Chaotianmen was a busy
dock crowded with merchants and boat trackers. Together with a larger number of masts and
great stacks of commodities on the dock, they constitute a picture with unique style. The boat
trackers did not have permanent jobs and houses. When unemployed, they would become

TR H B ER, ~’f>‘(7*1‘:1%¢ﬁ7 B ila‘xk?# BARE.

It was Chaotianmen in the anti-Japanese war time when a bomb
dropped by the Japanese planes did not explode.

EERER 1%%:5‘]%5 A,
The anti-Japanese troops were having everything in readiness for
leaving.
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outcast. In order to survive, they would not hesitate to accept the hardest toil. Sometimes they
would pick the cattle tripe and the duck intestines discarded by the butchers to allay their

The arms produced by the
NO.10 armory.were used

hunger. Unique culture gradually derived from its special economy. The means of the boat S the war of Resistance
trackers and sailors that had aimed to allay their hunger was the rudiment of the popular Against Japan.
Chongging Hotpot in China today.
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being the first western-styled armory in China. In 1938 it moved to
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not stop producing weapons for the anti-Japanese war. The factory

have developed rapidly after 1949 when the People’s Republic of i
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China was founded, and after the reform and the opening up policy s AR UL L i K

were adopted in China. “Chang’an” automobiles produced by the The song of the 21st munitions factory the works was )

factory are widely accepted all over the country. written by Guomoruo and composed by Heluding. .
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In February 7th, 1944, Zhou Enlai went to make a speech in Chongqing
University, accompanied by the students from the Patriotic Committee
of Chongqging University.

FTRIFAMBRSHAARRFRIRBEHEH,

The propaganda team, composed of the teachers and students from
Chongging University, went to the rural areas to urge the people to
fight against the Japanese army.

1935 F i 9 & R K5 L ¥Rk,
The Building of the Engineering College, which was
constructed in 1935, of Chongging University.







