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About the Author

Jules Verne was born in 1828 in the seaport town
of Nantes, France. As a boy, Jules sat at the docks
listening to sailors’ tales of faraway places and
imagining himself exploring unknown worlds. But
when he attempted a seagoing adventure himself, his
father pulled twelve-year-old Jules off a ship bound
for India. A severe beating led Jules to promise,
“From now on, I'l1 travel only in my imagination.”

And travel he did! In over one hundred books and
stories, Jules Verne took his readers on imaginary
Journeys inside volcanoes, under oceans, over unex-
plored countries, to the moon, and around distant
planets.
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His heroes traveled in balloons, steam tanks,
rocket ships, submarines, electric autos, and me-
chanically-driven islands.

These inventions may not seem surprising today,
but Jules Verne predicted these wonders over one
hundred years ago, when men traveled by horse and
carriage and when steam engines were just being de-
veloped. Yet Verne made all his inventions believa-
ble because he explained them with accurate scien-
tific details.

Thirty years before an actual ocean-going subma-
rine was developed, Verne’s remarkable Nautilus was
sailing 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.

I P S S R U e e P T e P I P P P P S S S P S S S P o

ERBBERE, EALRTHTAGREMERY, H]
IR, RARVUTSIETT . KEME WOKRE. mERE, RHER
LA BB/ NG

{8 - JURNERF WX RS KB R BWIFHFAHS,
AR — B BRI BIE T LA, MR AKAIRIT3SE T
R UUR BB, SRR EOTE ARG, R
PRI LR N AATBR AR, B R fbved ix 2 % AR AE T
WL HER TR I TR R

R ER-—BEIEREE FAZRI =4, JURB/INERE
L MRS BRERCITREREE T,



When Jules Verne died in 1905, many of the in-
ventions he had predicted had already become real-
ities. But Verne would have been pleased to know
that the U. S. Navy was so inspired by his underwa-
ter invention, that it named its first atomic subma-
rine —the U. S. S. Nautilus —in honor of the man
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who many said “invented the future.’
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Chapter 1
The Mysterious Monster

The year 1866 was marked by several strange and mys-
terious events at sea. Ships from many countries had met
an “enormous black thing” hundreds of feet long. It
was larger than any creature known to scientists. The
“thing” gave off an eerie glow underwater and spurted
columns of water hundreds of feet into the air.

The “thing” was sighted in July off the coast of
Australia, then, three days later, in the waters of
the Pacific Ocean more than 2,100 miles away. The next
sighting, two weeks later, was in the middle of the At-
lantic Ocean, 6,000 miles away. What an extraordinary
creature this must be to move from one place to another

in such a short time!
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Reports of this “thing” caused great excitement in
every country of the world. Wild stories about all
kinds of sea monsters appeared in newspapers in every
language of the globe. Scientists argued among them-
selves as to whether such a huge, speedy sea monster
could exist.

Then, early in 1867, this sea monster stopped
being a scientific probl'em and became a real danger.
Merchant steamers and passengers ships were being
struck by something! Was it a rock? A reef? Or this sea
monster?

One ship, the Scotia, was examined in drydock
after a collision at sea. Her engineers couldn’t
believe their eyes! A hole in the shape of a perfect
triangle had opened up her thick steel hull!
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I had read about these events during my visit to
the United States where I was gathering plants, ani-
mals and minerals for the Paris Museum. As Professor
of Natural History at the museum and as author of a book
called Mysteries of the Ocean Depths, 1, Monsieur
Pierre Aronnax, am considered an expert on undersea
life.

But I was as puzzled about this monster as everyone
else. I searched my mind for a creature that might fit
the descriptions given by various sea captains. I came
up with the narwhal —a kind of whale which can grow to
a length of sixty feet. A gigantic one, hundreds of
feet long, might very well exist in the unexplored
ocean depths! Then too, the narwhal has a tusk as hard
as steel. It could have made the hole in the hull of the
Scotia.
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