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Someone
Waiting

m Listening and Speaking Activities

1 Introduction of functions
You may talk about your impressions like this:
Sometimes he seems a bit strange, doesn’t he?

2 Listen and speak
E Listen to the conversation and tick the correct answer to each question.
Conversation 1. What is Sue doing?
a. She is waiting to check in at the airport.
b. She is waiting for Michael because she wants to talk to him before he leaves.
c. She is waiting for Michael because they will go to New York together.

2. According to Linda, Michael
a. is always late
b. allows only just enough time for something
c. does not want others to know where he is

3. Sue likes Michael because
a. he works very efficiently
b. he is a mysterious person
c. heis areliable person

4. What does Linda think of Michael?
a. Michael is indeed a good friend.
b. Michael is just one of her colleagues, not a close friend.
¢. Michael is not a reliable person.

3 Try to speak more
Read the following conversation until you can speak fluently. Then, in pairs, make a
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similar conversation with the cues in the substitute box.

Conversation

Gossiping about a colleague

(A: Sue, an employee in the company

B: Linda, a company secretary)

-
Conversation : Cues
A Hi, Linda. Fancy meeting you here. : A Greet B.
B Hi, Sue. I'm waiting to check in. Are you flying | "B Greet A. Ask if Tom has come.
to New York, too? | A Say no. Complain that Tom is never on
A No, I've come to see Michael off. I want to have | time.
a talk with him before he leaves. | B Say many people are not impressed by
B But it’s about time to check in. | him.
A Yes. I’'m a bit worried. I don’t know what’s wrong : A Tell B your impression of Tom: busy, run-
with him. Why hasn’t he turned up even this minute? | ning everywhere, knowing almost every-
B You know, he never worries about anything. | one, like a popular person...
A Sometimes he seems a bit strange, doesn’t he? But | B Say you don’t like Tom, because he looks
he looks like a very efficient man. He never lets | arrogant...
you down at work. | A Ask about B’s impression of Tom as a
B Oh, come on, Sue! Some people say when we need | monitor.
him most, he is nowhere to be found. : B A good monitor in general but not consid-
A Really? But it seems to me that he’s a busy guy, | erate.
and an important person for the company. That’s | A Say it sounds true.
why I admire him. | B Say it’s time to leave, you can’t wait for
B But he strikes me as an unreliable person. | Tom any longer.
A Unreliable? Um... Oh, that sounds interesting. |
Ah, there he comes. I see him running this way. I

4 Make your own dialogue
1. Suppose it is your first day at college. You and your partner meet at lunch and talk
about your impressions of your new teacher, Mr. Johnson. Make a dialogue using

the following cues.

—

For Student A For Student B

* Quite good. Ask about A’s impression of
the new teacher.

» Agree, having a good sense of humour.

e Say, second year students say he’s strict,

» Ask how B feels about his/her first day at school.

» Don’t know him well. Seems very nice.
»  Agree, like telling jokes.

sometimes even rude. )
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e Say it’s only by word of mouth, have to find the * Agree, wait and see.
» Say he does not seem to be very experi-

enced — did not even introduce himself.

|
|
truth by ourselves. |
e Say, anyway, you like his lecture — very in- l

I

structive and not boring.

2 Look at the following picture. Discuss what is going on in this scene. Give your
impressions about the place and the person in the picture. (Limit your presentation

to approximately one minute.)

a How does the picture strike you?

b Why is the man half-kneeling?
What does the man seem to be doing? Re-
adjusting his luggage or doing something
else?

d Where is he and why is he there?
Does he seem to be leaving or has he just

arrived?

5 What are they for?

There are many ways of giving one’s impression. Read the following and match the

functions with the actual words spoken.

( Actual Words Spoken Functions 1
a Mary seems to be a nice girl. 1 Say that you have the impression that some-
b Jan strikes me as rather silly. one is angry.
¢ He looks angry today. 2 Say you have the impression that Mary is
d Looks like we’re going to be late again. a good girl.

e The other child looked neglected. 3 Say you have the impression that a child
f None of the people I have interviewed was not well taken care of.
so far have impressed me. 4 Say you feel that you will be late.
g How did Tom’s story strike you? 5 Ask for somebody’s impression about
Tom’s story.
6 Say you don’t have a good enough impres-
sion about the interviewee.
7 Say that you feel Jan is stupid.

\ﬁ
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6 If you want to learn more
In the above exercise, we have learnt and practised ways of asking about and giving
impressions in different situations. In this part, additional expressions are listed. Do
you know when and where they can be properly used? Read the sentences below and

do the matching exercise that follows.

Lo =

© ® N oW

10.

To celebrate the National Day, there was a spectacular fireworks display.

She seemed to like me.

There don’t seem to be many people on campus today.

The manager seemed suitably impressed, and I felt that he would agree to our
proposals.

His words struck a slightly false note for me.

I had never been in such an amazing hour —I was completely awed.

“Shall we go sailing on Sunday?” —“That sounds like a great idea!”

It all sounded so crazy that we laughed out loud.

Mark kept showing off about how much money he had—but we were not im-
pressed.

It looks as if he comes from the countryside.

Matching exercise
Put the above sentence number into a suitable blank.

a.

b.

C.

> ( Quotable Quote

Sentences expressing a favourable impression:
Sentences expressing an unfavourable impression:

Sentences expressing a neutral impression:

Y Love is like coke: something you get as the product

of makmg something else.

m Reading Comprehension and Language Activities

Life needs to be this important all the time.

Someone Waiting

Pre-reading Tasks  Discuss the following questions.

L

How would you feel when you, after a long journey, see somebody waiting for you
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at the railway station?
2. Did anyone see you off when you left for college? How were you feeling then?

Which of the following words apply to your case?

nervous upset happy joyful
delightful sad mixed feelings apprehensive

3. Do you know the following flight-related terms?

flight number airline check-in boarding gate
boarding pass arrival departure security check
Read the text

gam sitting at an airport watching people in the final moments before their loved
ones arrive or depart. They are pacing, nervous, looking-at one another, touching and
not touching. The emotion is charged.

A woman, speaking Spanish, is running in circles trying
to gather family members together for a good-bye. Her voice
is high-pitched. When the final moment comes before board-
ing, she wraps her arms around her son, giving him a power-
ful embrace that should protect him until he returns.

A grandmother and grandson stand at the rail where I
am waiting; the people who are supposed to pick them up
are late. Two ladies, next to them but unrelated, look up and
down the corridor as if scanning an open sea. A mother holds
a baby as she kisses her husband. Tears dampen her cheeks.
The moment is charged.

At Gate 13, the arrivals are just coming in. “I see her.
There she is.” Just as poignant, the arrivals fold into the mix
of people as if they have been the missing ingredient. There
are tears and smiles, pure delight ringing in the laughter of
seeing someone who has been gone.

I sit, glancing at my book, waiting for my turn to leave,
alone because the ones I love have a different schedule from

mine, and the one I am going to see, a daughter, is at the

other end of my journey.
I think of other departures and arrivals. I recall seeing

my daughter, the daughter I am now going to visit, coming down that narrow corridor
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with her backpack slung on one shoulder, her overstuffed carry-on cradled in her arms,
her headphones making her oblivious to the stream of people flowing along with her.
She was in her first year at university coming home for a holiday in November -— the
first time since August. I wrapped myself around her as if she had been lost to me.

Today my flight is two hours late. The book I am reading is not as interesting as
the people leaving and coming, coming and leaving. A little boy about five is meeting
his grandfather for the first time. He looks up and up at the face of a man who is not
that tall, except to a child. Joy shines down and up, and I am wondering how one
would capture this moment in words or on film.

When my flight is finally called, I gather my books and carry-on. Since there is no
one to see me off, I do not look back to see where I have come from. Instead, I think of
my husband at work wondering if I have left yet, and my daughter at the other end
wondering the same thing.

As I head toward the plane, I find myself remembering yet another arrival and
departure. When I was a newlywed, my 91-year-old grandfather died. We had been
very close, and one evening, returning from his funeral, I arrived at the airport crying.
My husband of only a year was waiting at the gate to take me in his arms. Because of
my tears, everyone was looking at us, but I didn’t care. Somehow the emotion I felt
seemed not at all out of place for the airport.

Life needs to be this important all the time. I wish all the people who went on a
journey could come back to find someone waiting for them. I also wish they could
leave with someone to see them off. I think of my grandfather and realize that if dying
is like this, a passage, then I am unafraid. o

1 Comprehension work ,
A Read the text again carefully and discuss the 'follovVing questions.
1. At an airport, how do people usually behave in the final moments before their
loved ones arrive or depart?
2. How is the Spanish-speaking woman expressing her emotion before her son
leaves?
3. What happens to the waiting people and the arrivals when they finally meet at the
airport? -
4. Who is the narrator going to visit? And why is she waiting alone”
5. Does the narrator have the similar experience of waiting for someone she loves?
How did she act when she once met her homecoming daughter?
6. Who are really seeing her off and waiting for her at the moment she is leaving?
7. What does the narrator remember as she heads towwd shrﬁphne" E
8. What conclusion does the narrator draw from her obser\?atlon? And what are her

wishes?
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B Retell the text using the following cues.

narrator observing people at the airport

a Spanish-speaking woman, seeing her son off

scenes of meeting the arrivals

her loved ones having a different schedule

narrator recalling meeting her daughter who was at university

though travelling alone, the narrator imagining someone seeing her off and meet-
ing her

narrator recalling her experience of being met when returning from her grandfather’s
funeral

airport — points of life journey — also for the journey of life, life would be better
if every point is filled with love

C Activity
Make Observations
The narrator notices many small things happening at the airport as expressions of love
between people. Have you also noticed acts of love in your life? Make a comparison
between Chinese and American styles of showing love in places of meeting and depar-

ture.

2 Language work
A Fill in the following blanks with the words or phrases from the text.

1.

The emotion at an airport is always . People are coming and leaving,
leaving and coming. They the board of arrival and de-
parture. They constantly at their watches.

For the leaving passengers, their loved ones give them a powerful

before . Women kiss their husbands and children. Tears

their cheeks. Men are nervously. You may wonder how one would

this moment in words or on film.
Those who come to somebody are waiting at the rail and looking up
and down the . Occasionally, two people, though , would
talk to each other for a while.
At one gate, the arrivals are just coming in. They are the waiting

crowds with their .

Once people find someone they are waiting for, they wave to them and shout
with voices. Those arrivals themselves around the wait-
ing people and quickly the mix of crowds. You hear the laughter of

pure
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B Rewrite the following sentences with the expressions in the box.

oblivious to head toward pick up be supposed to
out of place glance at take ... in the arms

1. When the rescue operation began, military troops immediately moved in the direc-
tion of the earthquake site.

2. Since her children are still in kindergarten, the mother must first go there and take

them home.

3. It’s after three o’clock now. But she expected to meet me here at two o’clock.

4. When his friends talk about modern paintings, Mr. Smith keeps silent and feels
awkward and uncomfortable because he knows little about the subject.

5. The boy with his eyes fixed on the screen didn’t notice the knock at the door.

6. When the mother learned the news that her son had failed in the university entrance
examination, she put her arms around him encouraging him to try again.

7. When waiting for the train in the subway, many passengers buy a newspaper and
have a quick look at the headlines.

C Word study

a. Give the meanings of the following words or expressions used in the text. You may
use an English-English Dictionary. Then give a sentence to illustrate their meanings
and usage.

1. in circle(s)

2. asif

3. nextto

4, in words

5. wonder (how/what/if)
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b. Each of the following clues has an example sentence. Using the prompts produce

other sentences with the same pattern as the example.

1. Prompt: woman/run/in circles/try to
Example: A woman is running in circles trying to gather family members together
for a good-bye.
a. students/sit/in circles/talk
b. flowers/grow/in circles/wave
c. child/run/in circles/play

2. Prompt: two ladies/next to/look up and down/as if
Example: Two ladies, next to them but unrelated, look up and down the corridor as
if scanning an open sea.
a. man in a sport jacket/standing next to/ask/as if
b. girl/next to the window/jump/as if
c. old wooden bridge/next to the temple/stand/as if

3. Prompt: wonder/capture/in words
Example: I was wondering how one could capture this moment in words or on film.
a. wonder/record/solemn moment/in words
b. wonder/express/emotion/in words

c. wonder/describe/view/in words

m Extended Activities

# 1 Dictation
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2 Read more
The Important Things

For years the children whimpered and tugged. “Tell us, tell us.”

You promised to tell the children some other time, later, when they were old enough.

Now the children stand eye to eye with you and show you their teeth. “Tell us.”

“Tell you what?” you ask.

“Tell us The Important Things.”

You tell your children there are seven continents and five oceans.

You tell your children the little you know about sex. Your children tell you there
are better words for what you choose to call — The Married Embrace.

You tell your children to be true to themselves. They say they are true to them-
selves. You tell them they’re lying, you always know when they’re lying. They tell
you you’re crazy. You tell them to mind their manners. They think you mean it as a

joke; they laugh.

There are tears in your eyes. You tell the children the dawn will follow the dark,
the tide will come in, the grass will be renewed, every dog will have its day. You tell
them the story of The Little Soldier whose right arm, which he sacrificed while fight-
ing for a noble cause, grew back again.

You say that if there were no Evil we wouldn’t have the satisfaction of choosing
the Good. And if there were no pain, you say, we’d never know our greatest joy, relief
from pain.

You offer to bake a cake for the children, a fudge cake with chocolate frosting,
their favourite.

“Tell us,” say the children.

You say to your children, “I am going to die.”

“When?”

“Someday.”

“Oh.”

You tell your children that they, too, are going to die. They already knew it.

You can’t think of anything else to tell the children. You say you’re sorry. You are
sorry. But the children have had enough of your excuses.

“A promise is a promise,” say the children.

They’1l give you one more chance to tell them of your own accord. If you don’t,

they’ll have to resort to torture.

Notes I whunpered. whmed, asked ina plmnuve way, as small‘chﬂdren do

3. mind their manners: ()hbfmorcpohte i
4. relief from pain: an end to pain




