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A Guide to the Book

The symmetry is one of general rules in natural
world, so is it in the structure of Chinese characters.
Unfortunately previous researchers did not pay attention
to the structural symmetry of Chinese character, not to
mention cognitive research on structurally symmetrical
Chinese characters (SSCC), although cognitive research
on Chinese character is one of the focuses in Cognitive
Psychology, espeically in psycholinguistics. Seeing that
the problems left by the earlier researches, Authors at-
tached great importance to the structural symmetry of
Chinese characters and its impacts on the Chinese char-
acter recognition. Taking the structural symmetry as one
of the variables, nine experiments were conducted to ex-
plore the processing system of SSCC recognition systemat-
ically. On the whole, the results of all these experiments
showed the processing system of SSCC not only had some
common regularities with SACC, but also some speciali-

ties of their own as following: 1) About processing units:
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there were also three levels of units correlated to structure of Chinese charac-
ters in recognition of SSCC, i. e. wholistic character unit, radical unit and
stroke unit. On the other hand, the speciality in the recognition of SSCC
showed that there was difference between symmetrical and asymmetrical units
at every level, and processing of the symmetrical units was prior to processing
of asymmetrical units in the recognition of Chinese characters. 2) About pro-
cessing orientation: there were also top — down process driven by character in-
formation and bottom — up process driven by data in recognition of SSCC; The
speciality in recognition of SSCC showed that process driven by both character
information and data was affected by structural symmetry and there were signif-
icant interactions between them. 3) About property of structural symmetry; the.
structural symmetry has double properties. In the first place, it is one of char-
acter constructions and has property of characteristic unit; On the other hand,
it is a special construction of character and has property of wholistic unit,
which ranged between characteristic — level unit and character — level unit. 4)
About processing model: the multi - level Gestalt interactive processing model
on Chinese character recognition was developed based on the experimental re-
sults described in this book and on the analysis of previous related researches.
The model involved structurally symmetrical effects of Chinese character recog-
nition and could offer a thorough account for processing system of the Chinese
character recognition.

The Literacy Teaching was explored based on the processing system of

structurally symmetrical Chinese characteristics recognition .
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