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A Brief Introduction to
A Cultural Explanation On Chu-ci poems

This book is a summa of prof. Xiao Bing’s serial works on
Chu-ci Poems. Oversteping branches of learning, Prof. Xiao
tries to grasp and find the deep implications and cultural back-
grounds of Chu-ci as a whole. In this way,lots of puzzles about
folklore-mythology in the poéms would be solved.

On Li-sao,Prof. Xiao mainly starts with the poet’s birth-
day ,the meanings of she-#i and relations between Qu Yuan and
the Sol, King Shun Chonghua, and then he reveals a latent
bright-worship system, explains the meanings of three flights
and four dialogues and elucidates the relations between the
hero of Li-sao and the Sol Holy Land or and the gods of celes-
tial bodies in the poem.

OnJiu-ge,Prof. Xiao starts with dissecting the four levels
of the poem. He affirms that the original Jix-ge,with the gods
prayed in the poem,were closely related to the ritual for good
rain and good harvest,to the ritual of Gao-mei God of Land
and to the scorpion-totemic dance Wan-wu. Thereby the deep
structure, the theme of Jiu-ge and the magical dramatic
singing and dancing, the love between gods and persons and
the ritual 6n which persons were offered as sacrifice are re-

vealed.



As to Tian-wen,Prof. Xiao studies the literature form so
called “ask-and answer” and the materials about its back-
ground. He holds that this form surely originated from primi-
tive groups’ poem-competition,singing-competition and riddle-
guessing activities,and all these originated from initiation ex-
amination.In this way,the relations between’ Tian-wen and an-
cient. paintings or inscriptions on these paintings are revealed.

As to Zhao-hun, Prof. Xiao micro-analyses why hun (the
soul) and po(the remains),namely spirit and body, were. op-
posed to and separated from each other in primitive thinking
and faith. He reveals that a dual world-and a oppsite-complem-
anary standard of value existed between living and death,be-
tween the man’s world and the nether world. He reveals that
the magical soul-flying or dream-flying in Shamanistic culture
formed the background of so-called spirit-flying and immortal-
flying. Based on lot$ of field-research materials, Prof. Xiao re-
veals that.Zhao-hun. (re-calling soul) was a cultural element
tending to general character in the Round-the-Pacific Cultural
Region, thereby he proves the primitive and limitation of
“Ghost Stories”.

In this book;many contemporary popular theories and ref-
ereﬂces of cultural methodology and comparative culturology
are widely introduced ,used or critisized.

In this book,ideas are new and unique,data are rich and
evidential. It is a reference book for researchers and amateurs
of history, culturology, archeology, ethnology s literature- and

various subjects.
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