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FO reWO rd Dennis Cox*

‘When I was a young student I first encountered the wonders of the world in an elementary school geography book. My imagination
and sense of discovery were piqued by the photographs in that book and certainly none more so than that of an image of the Great Wall
of China winding along the ridge of a mountain and over the horizon like a giant slithering dragon.

As one of the best-known wonders in the world, photos of the Great Wall are an essential content of numerous publications
throughout the world. Over the past quarter century I have been fortunate to personally contribute some of these images which I have
made at a half dozen of the most accessible locations on the restored parts of the Wall. But many sections of the Wall remain mostly
unknown. In this book of The Wild Great Wall, published by the Peoplc's Fine-Art Publishing House of China, Mr. Li Shaobai aims to
correct that.

What does the“wild” Great Wall mean? Mr. Li characterizes it as either the inaccessible sections of the Wall in remote locations
or the accessible but un-restored ruins of the Wall. In northern China there are many ruins of the Wall spreading far and wide over six
thousand kilometers through nine provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions. These remnants are hidden in deserts, grasslands
and mountains eroded by wind and rain over hundreds or even thousands of years. Compared to the crowded tourist spots of the Wall
such as Badaling north of Beijing, these wild sites are more characteristic, more complicated in their structure, and are full of variety
and mystery.

In recent years climbing and touring the “wild” sections of the Great Wall has become ever more popular in China. Participants
not only include young people but also the elderly, not only Chinese but also foreign visitors. They do it for pleasure, for the sense of
discovery, and for the sheer exhilaration of it. I have heard that during weekends and holidays there are big crowds climbing the Wall
at Jiankou, a wild site of the Wall near Beijing, and the crowds are so big that every corner of a main watchtower there is packed with
people. This phenomenon illustrates that as the Chinese people become more prosperous they are no longer satisfied with taking regular
tours but are seeking out more of China's original and natural sites, and that foreign visitors who are interested in traditional Chinese
culture find in the wild sites of the Great Wall a spiritual oasis.

So in this regard it is good news that after a decade of hardship and perseverance, my friend Li Shaobai, a renowned landscape and
fine-art photographer in China, presents us with this photo book chronicling his highly ambitious endeavor to bring the wild sections of
the Great Wall to the widest possible audience. Mr. Li has devoted himself fully to photographing those wild and ruined pieces of the
Wall and exploring their eternal beauty and essence to produce this book, Ideally his work will contribute to the world's knowledge,
enjoyment, and further protection of the Great Wall in its wild state.

As a stock photography agent, I am pleased to represent a number of Chinese photographers, particularly Li Shaobai, circulating
some of his Great Wall photos for publication to the American and world media. 1 would like to take this opportunity to extend my
congratulations to Mr. Li for his achievement represented by this book. His talent and dedication is inspiring. Tt is my hope that he will
present even more spectacular photos of the Great Wall to us in the future.

Dennis Cox is an award-winning travel photographer based in the Unired States who has photographed on all seven continents. He s the
director of China Stock, a siock photography agency specializing in all aspects of China, and director of Photo Explorer Tows, an operator of

international wours designed for photographers. His Web site: wuww.DennisCox.com
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A round watchtower near Jiumenkou Pass in Suizhong County, Liaoning Province. An age-old pine grows on top of the

watchtower.
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Located in Qinhuandao City, Hebei Province, along the coast of the Bohai Sea, Shanhaiguan Pass is the gateway from northeast

China into north China. Built in the Ming Dynasty, it is one of the most important passes in the eastern part of the Great Wall
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Beishuiguan Pass is located a few kilometers to the northwest of Shanhaiguan Pass. The foreground shows the ruins of the

Beishuiguan Pass, with the Jiaoshan section of the Great Wall, 518 meters above sea level, in the distance.
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The Great Wall in Funing County, Hebei Province, is about 108 km long. Built mostly on mountains, it traverses along the

ridges and zigzags its way to the west. The photo shows the Luojiayu section of the Great Wall.
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Around Liangjiawan in Funing County, Hebei Province, the ancient Wall, running up and over spectacular peaks and crags, was

built completely of stone from the mountains.
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Most parts of the Taolinkou section of the Wall in Lulong County, Hebei Province were built of stone, and have collapsed
badly.
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The section of the Ming Dynasty Wall in Lulong County, Hebei Province, is about 20 km long. The photo shows the Taolinkou

section, built along the Qinglong River by the Taolinkou Reservoir.
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Liujiakou section of the Wall in Lulong County, Hebei Province. A brick gate tower, for discharging floodwater, also carried
foot traffic. The Walls on both sides of the pass were pulled down long ago but the tower remains, as the local farmers have long

used it to store firewood.
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