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Why are so many people so afraid of failure? Quite simply because no one tells
us how to fail so that failure becomes an experience that will lead to growth. We for-
get that failure is part of the human condition and that every person has the right to
fail.

Most parents work hard at either preventing
failure to protecting their children from the know-
ledge that they have failed. One way is to lower
standards. A mother describes her child’s hast-
made table as “Perfect!” even though it doesn’t
stand still. Another way is to shift blame. If John
fails science, his teacher is unfair or stupid.

The trouble with failure-prevention devices is that they leave a child unequipped
for life in the real world. The young need to learn that no one can be best at every-
thing, no one can win all the time—and that it's possible to enjoy a game even
when we don't win. A child who’s not invited to a birthday party, who doesn’'t make
the honor roll on the basebal! team, feels terrible, of course. But parents should not
offer a quick consolation( % %) , prize or say, “It doesn’'t matter. ” because it does.
The young should be allowed to experience disappointment—and be helped to mas-
ter it.

Failure is never pleasurable. It hurts grown-ups and children alike. But it can
make a positive contribution to your life once you learn to use it. Step one is to ask
“Why did | fail?”

Don’t blame someone eise. Ask yourself what you did wrong, how you can im-
prove. If someone else can help, don't be shy about inquiring. Success, which en-
courages repetition of old behavior, is not nearly as good a teacher as failure. You
can learn from a bad party how to give a good one, from an ill-chosen first house
what to look for in a second. Even a failure that seems definitive can prompt fresh
thinking, a change of direction. After 12 years of studying ballet a friend of mine au-
ditioned(Tji,) for a professional company. She was turned down. “Would further
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training help? ”she asked. The ballet master shook his head. “You will never be a
dancer,” he said, “You haven'’t the body for it. ”

In such cases, the way to use failure is to take stock bravely asking. “What
have | left? What else can | do?” My friend put away her shoes and moved into
dance treatment center, a field where she’s both able and useful. Failure frees one
to take risks because there’s less to lose. Often there is recovery of energy—a way
to find new possibilities. ‘

@YReading Comprehension

1. The second paragraph tells us

how a mother praised her children
%two ways of failure prevention most parents used when their children fail
) how to shift blame
@ parents should blame their children at the proper time
2. According to the author, what should a child know in the real world?
@ He should be equipped for life
@ No one can be best all the time at everything
#No parents should offer quick consolations

”He can get pleasure from failure as well as success

”

3. The underlined word “prompt” in the fifth paragraph can be best replaced by “

m improve % prevent & continue ) ‘ cause

4. From the passage we know that can affect one’s life greatly once he learns to use it.

% success % disappointment Q failure o value

\ 4
@XRelated Exercises

&
A HRZ
1. No one tells us how to fail so that failure becomes an experience that will lead to (grow).
2. If John fails science, his teacher is (fair) or stupid.
3. The trouble with failure-prevention devices is that they leave a child (unequip) for life in
the real world.
4. Failure is never (pleasure) .

5. In such cases, the way to use failure is to take stock (brave) asking.
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1. lead to

2. either. . . or. ..
3. be best at

4. put away

5. allow

@ Writing Extension

LA How to Treat Failure” by 8515 — 5 5 3C , #R AT AR SCH AR5, , T BSRA 11
C AU A, i@ % 100 ~ 120,

o/

L1.D 2.B 3.D 4.B
Il A1 growth 2. unfair 3.unequipped 4. pleasurable 5. bravely
B. 1. Smoking cigarettes leads to lung disease.
2. If either my parents or my sister, please let them in.
3. The young need to learn no one can be best at everything.
4. Put away the books and into the bag, please.
5. Children are not allowed to smoke.

S A S A R R R R R R D S R R R R SR R R SR T SR R R SR R R SR ST R T
Genius only means hard-working all one’s life.

)

S

(Mendeleyer, Russian Chemist)
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Who taught you to speak English? Your pa-
rents, while you were a young child? Your teach-
ers at school? Perhaps even the BBC as a grown-
up. Whoever it is, somehow you have developed
an understanding of what is rapidly becoming a
truly global language.

There are now about 376 million people who
speak English as their first language, and about
the same number who have learnt it in addition to their mother tongue. There are
said to be one billion people learning English now and about 80% of the information
on the Internet is in English.

Is this a good thing, a bad thing? Should we celebrate the fact that more and
more of us a communicate, using a common language, across countries and cul-
tures? Or should we worry about the chargers of “mono-culturalism”, a world in
which we all speak the same language, eat the same food and listen to the same
music?

Does it matter if an increasing number of people speak the same language? On
the contrary, | would have thought—although | have never accepted the argument
that if only we all understood each other better, there would be fewer wars. Ask the
people of India ( where many of them speak at least some English) and Pakistan
(the same situation with India). ..

If we all speak English, will we then all start eating McDonald’s burgers? Surely
not. If English becomes more dominant, it will kill other languages? | doubt it.
When | travel in Africa or Asia, | am always surprised. By how many people can
speak not only their own language but often one or more other related languages,
as well as English and perhaps some French or German as well.

When we discussed this on Talking Point a couple of years ago, we received a
wonderfully poetic email from a listener in Ireland. “The English language is a beau-
tiful language. Maybe it's like a rose,” he said, “But who would ever want their




< RER-SEEUHE

Read-write Training Connectively E = F R

garden just full of rose. ”

Well, | love roses, and | think they make a beautiful addition to any garden.
But the way | see it, just by planting a few roses, you don’t necessarily need to pull
out everything else. If more and more people want to plant English roses, that's fine
by me.

\ 4
@j/ Reading Comprehension
&/

1. By saying. “Ask the people of India. . . and Pakistan ” (in Paragraph 4 ) the author is trying to show
that

.speaking the same language doesn’t necessarily bring peace
.wars can destroy the relationship between two countries
.English doesn’t kill other languages

.English is widely used in the world
2. What does “garden” in the last two paragraphs stand for?

@® Language @ Fanily
.The world .The earth
3. The author would probably agree that

.it’s very hard to plant many kinds of flowers in a garden
.it’s good for people from other countries to learn English
.more and more people like to plant roses in their gardens
.English is easier to learn than other languages

4. This passage is mainly about
.why English has become a global language
.how many people in the world learn English as a foreign language
@ how many people in the world speak English
.whether we need to worry about English being a world language

\ 4
0 Related Exercises

A. &
1. The bad news her mother had died had frightened her.

'that . which ‘ if . when

&
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2. The weather in the east of China is quite different in the west.

“fmm that ‘from it
' Qwith that .with it

3. do you know about the USA, besides the population and weather?
ﬁw}lat else aWhere else

“ When else @ Who else

4. Sometimes even neighbors do not use the same kind of language, and no one person’s English is

exactly like

ﬂanyone else *everyone else
ﬁanyone else’s Qeveryone else’s
5 a computer, you also need a modern to connect with the Internet.

“ Beside @ As well as
g As well ﬁ Except

B. 5530 BEE

In English—as in any the other language—we do not always 1.
say what we mean or mean what we say to. This is true 2.
of some of the things we say everyday. As example,“How 3:
do you do?” “How are you?” This is that people say on 4.
meeting. Sometimes they stop and shake hand. “How are you?” S:
look like a question. It is written with a question mark after it. 6.
And sometimes “How are you?” is a question. One person may wants 7
to know if another is good or ill—how his wealth is 8.
—and so on. When these are questions they almost always 9.
said as if the person who say them means them as questions 10.
and wants an answer. But most of the time they said with 11
a way which not ask for any answer. When the words “How do 12.
you do?” or “How are you?” are said so, we do not answer, “I am 13.
tired. ” or “I have bad cold. ” or “I'm not well. 7 We say the same 14.
thing back to other person, “How are you?” or “Hello!” Such 15.

words are like a smile or a wave of the hand.
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1. B AKARIEIEIRFE (Advanced General English Course) , T Z 8 Bl %k, 17
WERE | L AR EIGEPRIIXTR
2. E@%E#ﬁ'iﬁ%ﬂzm%%

WO M SRR 50 /N R

T B TR SR
1. #ifi Global English. com 2. W% MIRFE 3. 8 JWEHET
4. WK A
M | #EA My Page, HhSE% B i
i [a] Bl K %€ ( Hosted Voice Chatroom) , A] I 2k Wi £ Bk , AT LA Il K 7
A R ERIERF R R
TR SXERER;

2. 1] %:100 ~120;

3. TR MG RE I, AT A SRS

4. Note: Xf % strategies.
We're proud to introduce the Global English on line

€mrrurnncnnenunan

Wr Bl 2k

You can ask questions and talk with a teacher and with other Global English students

from around the world.

. - = = )@_‘g(__..- = o -
v Z v

I11.A 2.€ 3.B 4.D
. A1LA 2.A 3 A 4.C 5.B
B. 1. the other—other 2. % to 3. As—For
4. that—what 5. hand—hands 6. look—looks 7. wants—want
8. good—well 9. they—they are 10.say—says 11.with—in
12. not—does not 13.V 14.have J5fill a 15. other—the other
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Children have their own rules in playing games. They seldom
need a referee (£ #|) and rarely trouble to keep scores. They @\

don’t care much about who wins or loses, and it doesn’t seem to (!,(’

worry them if the game is not finished. Yet, they like games that “

depend a lot on luck, so that their personal abilities cannot be di-

rectly compared. They also enjoy games that move in stages, in

which each stage, the choosing of leaders, the picking-up of

sides or the determining of which side shall start is almost a game

in itself.

: Grown-ups can hardly find children’'s game exciting, and
they often feel puzzled at why their kids play such simple games
again and again. However, it is found that a child plays games
for very important reasons. He can be a good player without
having to think whether he is a popular man, and he can find
himself being a useful partner to someone of whom he is ordina-
rily afraid. He becomes a leader when it comes to his turn. He
can be confident, too, in particular games, that it is his place to
give orders, to pretend to be dead, to throw a ball actually at
someone, or to kiss someone he has caught.

It appears to us that when children play a game they imagine a situation under
their control. Everyone knows the rule, and more importantly, everyone plays ac-
cording to the rules. Those rules may be childish, but they make sure that every
child has a chance to win.

4
Co[ Reading Comprehension
= &

1. What is TRUE about children when they play games?

%T}ley can stop playing any time they like
{%They can test their personal abilities




