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It's tough being thirteen years old. David knew all
about that. His big problem was MONEY. He needed
money and he needed lots of it. A thirteen-year-old
can’t survive without money. His parents always said
he WANTED money, but that wasn’t true. He NEEDED
money.






He needed money to buy clothes. His parents
bought him clothes, but they bought boring clothes
that he was embarrassed to wear. His mom still bought
him Pikachu underwear! He also needed money to
go to the movies. Right now though, he needed money
for something else.






Valentine’s Day was next week, and he needed to
get a Valentine’s gift for Amy Smith. Amy Smith was
his friend, and he really liked her. He wanted to buy
her a Valentine’s Day card, a box of expensive
chocolates, and a cute teddy bear. Girls liked that sort
of thing. They loved gifts. Amy was sure to love his
gifts. Maybe she would even love him a little.






He didn’t have any money because he had spent his
allowance on a pair of jeans. He had to ask his parents
for more money. His father was like Mr. Scrooge. He
would have to beg for the money.

“Dad, | need some money,” said David.

“You mean that you WANT some money,” said his
father.

“No, | NEED it for something important,” said David.

“What do you need the money for, David?” asked his dad.



