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About the Author

Arthur Conan Doyle was born in 1859 in Edin-
burgh, Scotland. He studied medicine, and in 1882
opened his practice. But patients did not flock to
young Dr. Doyle too quickly, and during the long
months of waiting for them, he began writing.

Although Doyle’s first stories were not very suc-
cessful, his first Sherlock Holmes novel, A Study in
Scarlet, was an instant success. Doyle used one of
his medical school teachers, Dr. Joseph Bell, as a
model for Holmes. Bell was brilliant, not only at
diagnosing the illnesses of his patients, but in
studying their appearance, background, and habits
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to learn about them as well. These remarkable skills
of observation and deduction Doyle transferred to
Sherlock Holmes, so that the great detective is able
to listen to the odd, mysterious, strange, and
occasionally absurd stories his clients bring him,
and make sense out of them.

Sherlock Holmes and his friend and assistant,
Dr. John Watson, appear in 66 short stories and four
novels by Arthur Conan Doyle. The three mystery
thrillers you will read in this book are part of the
collection of short stories which appear in The Ad
ventures of Sherlock Holmes .

Once Holmes was established as a worldwide le-
gend, Doyle himself came to be regarded as an expert
crime solver. Real-life cases were brought to him,
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and he is credited with proving the innocence of many
people unjustly imprisoned. Probably no other au-
thor has been able to create a fictional character
who has become so real to his readers as Arthur Conan
Doyle did with Sherlock Holmes.
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The Red-Headed League

As Dr. John Watson called on his friend, Mr.
Sherlock Holmes, one autumn day, he found the great
detective deep in conversation with a very stout,
red-faced elderly gentleman, with fiery red hair.

“Forgive me, Holmes,” said Watson in the door-
way. “I didn’t mean to intrude.”

“Not at all,” said Holmes. “Come in and close
the door behind you. ” Then turning to his guest, the
detective explained, “Dr. Watson has helped me solve
many of my most successful cases, and I have no doubt
that he will be just as useful in helping me solve
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yours too, Mr. Wilson.’
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The stout gentleman nodded at Dr. Watson as
Sherlock Holmes sat back in his armchair, putting
his fingertips together, as was his habit when he was
in a thoughtful mood.

After Dr. Watson had seated himself on the sofa,
Holmes leaned forward and spoke. “Mr. Jabez Wilson
here has begun telling me a story which promises to
be one of the most unusual I have heard in some time.
I’'m quite certain that a crime has been committed,
but I want you to listen to the story from the begin-
ning, Watson, right from Mr. Wilson’s lips, and I'm
sure you’ll agree that I’ve never had a case like this
before. ”

Jabez Wilson pulled a dirty, wrinkled newspaper
from his pocket and flattened it on his knee. It was
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a page filled with classified ads. As Mr. Wilson ran
his finger down one column, Watson took a few moments
to study him, realizing full well how much he could
learn about the man from his appearance—according
to the methods Sherlock Holmes had taught him.

Jabez Wilson’s clothes revealed him to be only an
average British tradesman, although the heavy vest
chain with a piece of triangular metal hanging from
it caught Watson’s eye. But other than that, there
was nothing remarkable about the man, except his
blazing red hair and his expression of anger.

Holmes noticed Watson studying their guest, and
he smiled. “Except for the fact that Mr. Wilson has
at some time done some manual labor,” said Holmes,
“that he has been in China, and that he has done a
great deal of writing lately, I cannot discover any-
thing else.’
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Jabez Wilson looked up from his newspaper with a
start. “How in the name of heaven did you know all
that, Mr. Holmes?” he asked. “It’s true I once did
manual labor. My first job was as a ship’s carpen-
ter. ”

“Your hands, my dear sir,” said Holmes. “Your
right hand is much larger than your left, and the
muscles are more developed. ”

“But the writing?” gasped Wilson.

“The right cuff on your jacket sleeve is shiny
from rubbing along paper,” explained Holmes, “and
the patch on your left elbow is smooth where you rest
it on the desk.”

“Amazing!” cried Jabez Wilson. “But how did you
know I had been in China?”
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“The fish tattooed just above your right wrist
could only have been done in China. I have made a
thorough study of tattoos from around the world and
can easily identify those from every country. And
besides, the coin hanging from your watch chain is
Chinese too. ”

“Well, I never!” said Jabez Wilson, laughing
heartily.

“Now to the business at hand,” said Holmes.
“Have you found the advertisement, Mr. Wilson?”

“Yes, I have it now, ” he answered, with his thick
red finger planted halfway down the newspaper column.
“This is the ad that began it all. Just read it.”

Watson took the paper Mr. Wilson reached out and
began to read:
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