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GABRIEL AND EVANGELINE
HeoFF B A% IR Fo 1P T A3




o,

GABRIEL BIDS EVANGELINE GOOD—BYE
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From the Original Painting by HAROLD COPPING
HIAWATHA AND MINNEHAHA.
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From the Original Painting by ARTHUR A. DIXON
JOHN ALDEN AND PRISCILLA.
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Fron the Original Painting by JOHN H. BACON. A.R.A
PRINCE HENRY AND ELSIE IN THE GARDEN.
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Fron the Original Painting by JOHN H. BACON. A.R.A
“"AT THE MASTER'S DOOR."
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Fron the Original Painting by H. J. DOBSON. R.S.W

THE VILLAGE BLACKSMITH.
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Fron the Original Painting by ARTHUR A. DIXON.

"SINGING IN THE VILLAGE CHOIR.”
IFEAEFS B 6H°BIFYE-E M AT



ORE than a thousand years ago there lived a famous Emperor.
MMany were his deeds of valour, and there have come down to us

a wealth of stories and poems concerning his wondrous acts. But
Charlemagne (or Charles the Great) was not only a mighty warrior; he
cared for peace and strove to improve the condition of his people. He
invited men of learning from other countries to his Court, and made
them teachers in the schools which he founded in his capital — schools
wherein the King’s own sons were taught side by side with children of
the poor. The chicf of these teachers was Alcuin, the most learned man
of the age, who not only imparted his knowledge to his pupils but won
their affection by his kindly nature.
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Now amongst his scholars was a youth named Eginhard, who so far
surpassed the others that what was hard work to them seemed but a
game to him. He learned rapidly all the arts and sciences, and was
moreover an accomplished poet and musician. So remarkable was the
young student’s progress that it came to the knowledge of the Emperor,
who resolved to take Eginhard into his service and train him for high
office in the realm.

So Eginhard became his secretary and won much favour. Yet his
modesty was great, and he lived as much as possible in quiet seclusion
with his books.

“All men loved him for his modest grace,
And comeliness of figure and of face.”
Eginhard kept always the favour of Charlemagne, and wrote the life of
his great benefactor. He was much loved by the next King, Charlemagne’s

son, with whom he had been taught in Alcuin’s school, and died an old




man full of honour.

A chronicler, many years after, tells this story of what befell
Eginhard in the days of his youth. Whether this story be true or not we
cannot tell, but it shows that people believed that beneath the warrior
King’s coat of mail lay concealed all the tenderness and affection which
a father can bestow.

The great Emperor had one fair daughter, the Princess Emma, and
many were the reports throughout the realm of her exceeding loveliness
and sweetness of disposition. Charlemagne had resolved that she should
be trained in all womanly arts, as befitted a noble lady, and so he had
senl her to a convent where the gentle nuns had taught her to do beautiful
embroideries and all things pertaining to the care of a household. In those
days the mistress of a home, even the Queen herself, did not disdain to
instruct her maids in spinning and cookery and such-like domestic arts.

The nuns, too, must have had a garden of herbs and flowers which they
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carefully tended, for when the Princess Emma returned to Court, above
all other things she loved to wander in the Palace gardens and cull the
wondrous variety of flowers that grew therein. Even the studious
Eginhard, as he pored over his books heard whispers of the Princess’s
charms, and when she returned home in state attended by knights and
courtiers, the young scholar gazed eagerly through his window for a first
glimpse of the Princess. On that same day a banquet was given in her
honour, and Eginhard, looking from his lowly seat, was lost in wonder at
her beauty. He slept but to dream of the Princess, and when next
morning he rose betimes and wandered, with a learned book in his
hand, through the Palace gardens, once more he saw her as she
gathered sprays of roses, while a demure maid of honour followed in
close attendance. Graciously the noble lady held out her flowers to the
youth, saying, “Tell me, Eginhard, the mystery and the meaning of the
rose.” With courtly salute but trembling at his daring reply, he
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