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Foreword ®

David is an up and coming young Philatelist from Qingdao who has made a name for himself and his
country with his philatelic achievements. He won the much coveted Grand Prix National with his China
Airmail collection two years ago at the 16™ Asian International Stamp Exhibition in Mianyang City, China
2003.

Never one to rest on his laurels, David, began a collection of postcards on Views of Tsingtau (Qingdao).
This beautiful collection can be enjoyed in the ensuing pages.

I think David has composed his “picture” book of Qingdao in a most comprehensive manner. He begins
with the city’s scenery followed by its buildings, then the traditional view of the Qingdao. This postcard
collection concludes its story with postcards of the German Occupation of Qingdao and a study of postal
markings during the German Occupation.

David deserves a commendation for this masterpiece he has created, it certainly provides its readers
with an added perspective of Qingdao’s scenery especially her postal developments during the German
Occupation. | enjoyed perusing this postcard collection and | hope you do too.

Tay Peng Hian, AMN, RDP
Director, FIP
Honorary Member, FIAP
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Preface m

One of the great fads of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries was the sending of picture postcards
from exotic places. The mails were the primary means of communication, and these cards not only brought news
of those in far away lands, but also conveyed a visual impression of those places. Indeed, these “*miniatures” are a
surviving sociological record of life as seen through the eyes of the sender. In the case of the cards depicted in May
and David's book, these represent the colonial perspective and growth of Qingdao under German influence,

During my visit to that beautiful and vigorous coastal city two years ago, | was struck by two things.
Firstly, how much the architecture and setting of the older part (formerly European Quarter) of the city
was reminiscent of parts of Germany and Switzerland. Secondly, and more universally, was the fact that
we live in a multi-cultural society. The best illustration of this was the fact that the original building of
the first German Post Office, built in 1898, which still stands today, is now an Islamic temple.

Old picture postcards are icons of a bygone era. In the case of Qingdao, which has a history dating back
6000 years, it was the principal city of the German leasehold of Kiaochow, established in 1898 during a
period of colonial influence over China when similar leasing arrangements were made with Great Britain,
France, and Russia. The planning and layout of the city under German influence was conducive to a
prosperous environment for both German and Chinese residents. Finally, the construction of the Shantung
Railway heralded Qingdao’s position as one of China’s most important ports.

A perusal of the cards illustrated in this lovely book yields a historical view of the city before the colonial
incursion, as well as the development of the European aspect of the city from 1898 to 1914. Everyday scenes
abound both from the German military standpoint (after all, Qingdao was both a naval base and trading
port) and Chinese lifestyle, which was largely unchanged for centuries. The meeting of these two opposing
cultures may, in some small measure, have contributed to the making of what today is a truly dynamic city.

May and David's excellent book chronicles this period through the old picture postcards, which offer us
a documentary record from those who were active participants in the making of history.

Jeffrey S. Schneider, Ph.D.
December 2004
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Card ) 89U &~

XL B -tEa, HH K ESHERETEEERMBHANTMAEERKAMMEFFRL (USCS,
Universal Ship Cancellation Society ), ERAA, WEI M —{L Detlef - H - Clausen FERXE, A
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BX, Detlef i FibfEES, HAM, ERA, HLRBRELRE, A EEREHEETRERSE
AT A, ERNFHNLS SHEERPERTH, WiRZE, FREEET Detlef FriR AR LM
SRWA LA, FTENBRYSREZXNEE, & Detlef 8, WARESEE, FUNEEHERE
B3R, SEBA S SRENEHAFEANOE. WHRE B BT TR —EB45, #hfis 2 H A part time &9
aRE . TfEwAaR, MXHMBERBH, RREXE, SRTRMENEILAR? RBRT—T, 3T

~i

|
I

1
|

b4
>

| oEpSuId) I() | MSIA [EIH0NIE



TSR

EREHNFHIRNEKMNEE, BRHRREEEENRE, A0ZHREMUMLRERS TR, RKR
B, aREFERZN, REEGCEERER K, T8 Detlef BAMMMET, BRAKREX, FE
EBRAZM—BIHMRR, HEADERTE, BEEKEK. ILE, BARBORERSESHEZHRE
B, BOMFSATTRBENI TN, FEA—NEREENEAMBRAKRINE, EREXTTENRR
RM*EE.

WIRE, IRBE &, BRINEZIMIXLE 1898 ~ 1914 FEER S NE HHHMN “HE” /, HEKRHARKRE
BRUMHERRERAYIN, SE—LEREREENTRNESREBER . LARETRNZ, FOBRAZR
ENBZHNSHRERRRREENG S HTROATICR, BR D LR FHAMRE R RN
TERMX L BRE S SEREM. R TR R K ENAKRE, BETHRGRA REEENREALEER
BEZEA RFFHHREY, FTUE P & KR T AR RERENHHA A TS DR AW RFBR BN EEX
0, HPEREELHERSERTR “$%" ARORK, WrXRaAAEERMSAERHXLRE
EFTRE M, MIXEEE F P E B ERE & B TER RKMARN, b A ERLHEERRIURN
THREIR XLEBEH AR LERR A AEERIRE, HHEFRBSMHFAREH HSEMENH N, It
FEBESRIE R, RER AN SRS A HERRERE. —SRAMENRAYREE, T ESHM
ARBEMATANBEN . IXEH EREXFRE, FITFREE. RIRENARSEERZREFF.
SEMENS, ZRAVHETTRF A FHNERE, BRI —HHREBE R b2 BBAEREH S
AR, thRHAEAE SEREE METITT (BKH (EhHFRNMIBES) —X, #5%)

SENERERNBREMFLZHR, ERBXNEREMBZ A REBFRUIR, HIEERET
ErHE, ERFUSZIMBELTRNE, IR MRANE, FNERTERHIRT BN THITX
R RIS, ZHASEBLRS UL ERNEERS, NEHABIHUITE, ERMN
HME IR, ABBNME, AABHREIET, BARERHESHALETR. AITEHEBEEK
EBEENEPRLNERTHEFATNEIBSEY. A, EERFEITHRERRAENABER
i 55318 T H IR EMEBM S WM ERFIBRSEGRBHKESEE . SREMTKBA
B4 B EZIE AT HRETMNAS EEFMAFE L (Jeffrey S. Schneider, PhD. ) AEBIEF. &
EXREBRGEHAKN May HREMREDNI TSN, EABHEMEE, FUEIFTIBANR.

b, BhEREXFSBZBHRNBRITRRHE!
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B A Glimpse of the Historic Scenes
and Social Life of Qingdao

Diversification in the development of our society turns personal preference and likes into fashion. With
the changing times, the progress of society moves forward at the same pace as urban transformation,
thus obliterating traditional city street and life scenes. As a result, outdated postcards recording histori-
cal city styles and features have become a much sought-after and cherished philatelic offshoot.

For quite a number of years, | have devoted myself to the study and collecting of early Chinese postal
history. Throughout these years, and particularly during my recent stay overseas, whenever | found old
covers or cards relating to my hometown, Qingdao, from stamp dealers or at international philatelic
exhibitions, | could hardly refrain from buying these. It felt like meeting an old friend in a foreign land
and a warm feeling of being back at home would immediately flood through my body. Unexpectedly and
by accident, | stepped into a totally new field of collection: old and obsolete View Cards.

I remember it began seven years ago. To assist with my collecting interest in the early US Navy Post
Office in China, | joined the Universal Ship Cancellation Society. Not long after, | received a letter from
Mr. Detlef. H. Clausen from California, introducing himself as a collector and dealer specialising in the
history of the German Colonial Post. He had written to me because he had noticed that my home
address on the new member list of USCS was Qingdao, known as Tsingtau, a former German Colony
facing Kiaochow (Jiaozhou) Bay. He asked if | was interested in postcards from the German colonial
period. Inreply, | wrote him that my main interest was postal history, and, therefore, | was interested in
buying such cards. From then on, in each of his letters to me, he would enclose two or three old Qingdao
postcards. On each occasion, | always held the cards admiringly and paid him in full. In February of the
following year, | was going to the U.S. to attend the annual SANDICAL exhibition in San Diego. | con-
tacted Detlef to arrange a meeting; however, we missed each other because we did not know each other
by sight. Months later, | phoned him again to arrange a meeting at a National Stamp Fair held in Ana-
heim near Disney Park in California, proposing to review his collection of early Qingdao postcards. We
met at a dealer’s booth as planned, and in the refreshment area of the hall he showed me his collection of
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postcards, which comprised over a hundred pieces housed in two albums. | was taken aback by his
collection. At the same time, | felt ashamed of my ignorance about the existence of such rich materials,
which were over a hundred years old. This feeling was even more poignant since | was a native of Qingdao.
I tried my best to answer Detlef's questions relating to the cards, the streets and names of buildings
depicted, and if these still existed today. Detlef was of German descent and had a very strong interest in
Qingdao. It had long been his dream to visit the city. He was a part-time stamp dealer, so | asked him if
he would sell to me the two postcard albums at a price he would name. As | told him, | was infatuated
with the collection. He hesitated at first, but took no time in giving me a definite answer. As a result, the
albums changed hands, and, overjoyed, | invited him to visit Qingdao at a future date. To my utter
astonishment, he told me that since his collection had gone, it would be pointless for him to go there for
an on-the-spot review. Since then, | have immersed myself in the collecting of early Qingdao postcards.
| have sought them from many European auctioneers, and, also owing to the help of a Chinese dealer
residing in Germany, my collection has been greatly enriched.

Upon reviewing the collection, | discovered that the postcards of the German Occupation period in Qingdao
from 1898 to 1914, apart from showing street scenes and old buildings, also reflected the urban style and
features, as well as the customs and habits of the time through their design. Particularly noteworthy is
the fact that there are a few pictures in my collection which record the truly primitive features of the
island city at the beginning of German Occupation, and during the Occupation itself. These historic
snapshots on the card are of precious documentary value. Although we still cannot ascertain the number
of items which comprised a complete set of cards, who printed them, and when these were placed on
sale, we are certain in our assumption that the original photos were taken by Germans or persons at-
tached to the military, since the pictures reflect a typical foreigner’s outlook and viewing taste exuding
self-importance. Surprisingly, one could find photos of aggressive German troops mingling with local
residents in a harmonious atmosphere. Perhaps this was determined by the colonial culture advocated
by Western Christian society. It also demonstrated the fact that the German colonial aggression in Qingdao
was accompanied by the penetration of colonial culture as well as local construction. The vendors of
these early postcards were most probably German or local foreign publishers who printed the cards to
satisfy the habit of the overseas population in the city of sending postcards. The cards were on sale in
bookshops or hotels, and the date of issue should be close to the actual postal despatch dates on the
cards. Some well-known streets and buildings were pictured from different angles on many cards while
the text consisted mainly of greetings, report of safe arrival, or life in a strange land. To the normal
collector, the interest lies mostly in the stamps and cancellations on the cards. The various types of
cancels and local address chops used are of special interest and form a true record of the postal history of
Qingdao (Please refer to the article at the end of the book entitled A History of Postal Cancellations

during the German Occupation Period in Tsingtau).




Knowing that my good friend Mr. Gong-Qiang Mao loves the study of local chronicles, | mentioned to
him my intention of publishing a book based on my postcard collection study. Instead of casting asper-
sions on my proposal, Mao expressed great enthusiasm for my proposal and recommended it to the
Qingdao Publishing House for their consideration. Based on their tradition of publishing high level works
of culture and the responsibility of presenting to the public our local traditional culture, the manage-
ment of the publishing company decided to publish my book. | wish to express my gratitude first of all to
Mr. Lu Hai, former curator of Qingdao Municipal Library and an expert local chronicler, for his assistance
in the identification and interpretation of all the pictures in this book, and also to Mr. Wu Jian, Director
of Qingdao Municipal Archives Bureau, for his hard work in research and verification of the pictures.
Furthermore, 1 would like to express my special thanks to Mr. Tay Peng Hian, RDP, Director of FIP, and
Dr. Jeffrey S. Schneider, Director of the well-known philatelic auctioneer Zurich Asia in Hong Kong, for
writing a preface for the book. Not least, | also owe a debt of gratitude to my wife, May, for all her help
and support. She is co-author of this work and is proud to be the wife of a Qingdao native.

Finally, 1 would also like to extend my deepest apology for any omissions of gratitude to all those worthy

of praise who have helped bring this book into being.

David Lu, FRPSL
July 28, 2004
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A Miraculous Journey Through A Century =

Some events can be kept vivid and lively for quite a long period of time, and my meeting with David is
one of them. About two years ago, Mr. Liu Yong, an editor at Qingdao Publishing House, introduced me
to Mr. David Lu, a famous philatelist from Qingdao who is now living in the U.S.A. | saw some of his view
cards about Qingdao. | am still very much delighted by the meeting with him, which is not an exaggeration.
For two years I have been excited, not only because | had met a gentleman-like and debonair fellow
countryman, but also because of his treasures that had been collected for many years. | was deeply
touched when David displayed, one by one, more than 400 old and mottled Qingdao postcards. In our
city of Qingdao, these old view cards, which have returned to their home country after a hundred years
of traveling, have enabled me to enjoy the journey of discovery beyond my own experience.

As archivists, we often use the word “preciousness” to appreciate the value of the archive documents.
The so-called “preciousness” can be illustrated in the following four aspects: first, the documents should
be original records; second, they should be existent for a long period of time; third, they should have
very few duplicates (some of them even have no duplicates at all); fourth, they should contain a high
value of historical information. “Extreme preciousness” is my first impression of the view cards collected
by Mr. David Lu. When | make such an assumption, | am not depreciating the extant archives, but stating
that these postcards not only possess the above-mentioned “preciousness”, but also enrich the collection
of the archives discovered and fill in many a gap in our existing historic records.

These 400-0dd view cards contain large amount of historical information, including the most typical
landmarks and the characteristic social tradition and customs in early urban geography of Qingdao.
Information at different stages of development of a rising city had been recorded, consciously or
unconsciously. In the postcards, you can see not only the topography, buildings, cultural activities, cultures
and customs, but also the oppression and humiliation the city had experienced in the leasehold of Kiaochow
(Jiaozhou) Bay. These pictures of Qingdao at early age have displayed some of the historical scenes that
cannot be duplicated in the course of the city development. Though they can, by no means, make the
history reappear, they do provide us with many new discoveries that narrow down the gap in time and
space between our own city and us.



The scenes fixed in these cards generally depict Qingdao around 1910s, when Qingdao was in the crucial
period of shaping itself into a city with its unique characteristics. It was during this period of time that
Qingdao had laid its foundation to become an important port of trade in China‘s east coastline. Since
then, Qingdao, with the support of the outside world and the railway network linking other parts of the
county, opened up its door to embrace the modernity, and had gradually developed into a unique city
with beautiful scenery and agreeable climate. The progress of the city was obviously motivated by the
intention of the German Reich to build a paradise in orient for the Germans themselves by means of
invasion. It was like standing the facts on their heads when it was based on an unequal reality, which
hurt our Chinese nation and we will never forget this period of history. Until now, after years of
vicissitudes, this scar has become a historic revelation, and these precious postcards have become a
memory carrier as well as an icon to disclose or connect our city at early stage of its development.

It should be the good fortune of our city that the postcards sent out from Qingdao a hundred years ago
have now come back to their birthplace, just like *falling leaves returning to their roots’. We should
attribute all these to Mr. Lu. Now Qingdao Publishing House has decided to turn over these precious
historical documents for printing, which has indicated their respect for the cultural history in Qingdao as
well as their cultural philosophy of serving the society.

I am deeply appreciative of their trust in me when Mr. David Lu and Qingdao Publishing House gave me
the commission to edit and interpret this book of postcards. | have availed myself of the advantages of
my work in the archives and studied numerous old photos of Qingdao. Most of the views in these postcards,
however, are new to me. In a bid to understand these old pictures well, | have, in the past few months,
searched and looked for all the locations mentioned in the pictures. | have tried my best to put myself in
the context of those years so as to approach as close as possible the truth of history. Unfortunately,
many of those places have changed their appearances. In addition, quite a few of those areas have been
changed into different functions. All the changes have made it more difficult to appraise and explain
those old postcards. | came across many problems in appraisal, identification and classification of these
view cards, and | consulted such expert local chronicler as Mr. Lu Hai. Both Mr. Li Ming and Mr. Wang
Dong are cultural history researchers and also my friends who offered me great assistance. And the
translation by Xia Shuchen and Zhou Ping has brought us closer to the postcards. Thanks to the selfless
support from all the enthusiasts including the above-mentioned ones, | have laid the solid foundation
for the research on and explanation of these old pictures.

When collecting the old postcards of Qingdao, Mr. David Lu did not intentionally arrange them in different
categories; therefore, it makes editing work more difficult, as the pictures cover a wide range of different
aspects. In order to make it easy for the reader to appreciate and study these old postcards, we have
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attempted to divide these photos into such five categories as “Local Tradition and Old Customs”, *Urban
Construction”, “The European-styled City”, “Colonial Rule” and “Sundry Other Postcards”. Of course,
categorization of this kind may not be professional, and the classification and interpretation of some
photos may not be accurate. Moreover, there is always a gap in terms of time and space between the
early years when the photos were shot and our modern times when the photos are edited, thus the
photographers and the postcard publishers may have their own understanding and interpretation, which
are different to a certain extent from ours. Therefore, we have only consulted parts of the original texts
whereas most of the notes to the pictures were made according to our own analysis and understanding.
Should there be any errors, | shall be held responsible for them.

Particularly noteworthy is the fact that most of the old postcards are the warm greetings sent from
Qingdao to their home country by the German troops stationed in Qingdao and the Europeans who
resided in Qingdao during the German Occupation. We believe that further studies on and decoding of
those short personal messages sent a hundred years ago will help us better understand many details
involved in the development of a pioneering city. Due to my limited time and capability, | am not able to
do the studies on and decoding of these texts at this moment.

Wu Jian
April 9, 2005



