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Conservatism o/ the
52‘9414’ .‘//Dso/b[s

Conservatism refers to the acceptance of
anything familiar and refisal of anything strange
or foreign. There are numerous facts that tell
the conservatism of the Englishmen.
© The monarchy as nominal head of the state
still exists in the highly developed capitalist
country.

O The national anthem was, is and will be in
the near 1000 years the old “God Save the

King (or Queen)”.

© English judges as usual wear long wigs in law

courts, as shown in many films shot in
Hong Kong. (As a colony of the British Em-
pire, Hong Kong was once forced to adopt
the British legal system. ) ’ L
© Despite the fact that the feudal class is a term
of only history significance, noble titles are
conferred on distinguished perons, who
would accept the titles as something of the

greatest honor.
© Many Englishmen still spend lots of money
keeping dummy fireplaces that are of no val-

ue at all, although their rooms are heated by
gas or electric fire. They find it difficult to
say goodbye to the past.

© As the first country to complete the industiial
revolution, Britain refised to introduce dec-
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imal system until 1971. Pence, shilling,
pound and mch foot, yard. . . all these are

hard to be forgotten
O English people are always suspicious of any
new plans of the government. Today they
are still doubtful of the Europe integration
plan, thus they are reluctant to allow pound
to be integrated into Euro Dollars.
Never talk about any kind of reform to an
Englishman, he would surely be silent and keep

away from you!

aL/ umoTous &5&15022’2

Suppose a mosquito were seen in the soup
in a restaurant, what would be the most likely re-
sponse by a German, an American, aJapanese, a

Chinese or an Englishman?

© A Geman would, most probably, say:
“Oh? What is the philosophical significance
between a mosquito and the soup? How
cool! It is a golden chance for me to write a
doctoral paper on this topic.” Really, the
German is good at philosophy .

© An American will, of course, make a com-

_ plaint to the manager at once and call his

lawyer at the same time, to see how much
“ psychological offense” he could claim.
How law-abiding are the Americans!
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O Japanese would make a complint to the
manager in person, not about any legal suit-

case, but about the possible improvement he

could make to the uneasy manager. Greatest |,

attention would be paid to management,
which is the secret to Japan’s success after
the WWII.

‘What about a Chinese? ,

To be sure, 9 out of 10 Chinese would also

feel angry and hurt at a mosquito in the

soup. But thinking that this was not the
fault of anyone—no one did it on purpose,
and it did him no harm at all, so the Chi-
nese would keep silence or at most, he would

pick it out and show it to the manager.
Now, what reaction would an Engilshman
make? :

An Englishman would pick out the mosqt;ito
too, and would say to the waiter or wait-
res: “I'm sure it is a mosquito free of

charge, isn’t it?”

Both of them would laugh off the awkward |

situation.

Weather i &jﬁmz/
England has a changeable weather, which

makes it impossible even for the most experi-
enced and skilled weather experts to give a cor-
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rect and reliable forecast.
In addition, under the influence of the At-

 lantic and the North Adantic Drift, England is

frich in rainfall. Much of the rain comes down |

in drizzle, with almost half of the days as rainy

days. In London the rainy days last more than
160 each year, compared with more than 200 in

In Chatotte

“It was a cold win=

the west part of the country.
Bronte’s Jane Eyre it reads:

ter. The wind had brought dark clouds and |

heavy min.” This shows that there is much
rainfall even in winter. s
Englishmen can not afford to have much
confidence in the weather forecast experts—the
weathermen, who, after predicting sunny days
for the next day, are often surprised to see
rainfall. As a result, the Englishmen make e-
nough preparation’ themselves. No wonder an
Englishman leaves home on a bright, sunny
moming with a raincoat slung over his arm or

an umbrella in his hand. So changeable is the

weather that there might be thunder and light- |

ning on their way off their job. Who can tell?
There is such a joke about weather:
It was time for Greenwich weather fore-
casters to go home On their way to the park-
ing lot, one asked his colleague, “Did you

close the office windows? Who can tell
whether it will rain or not?”
You see, even the weathermen from

Greenwich were short of confidence in them-
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selves! The joke to some extent reflects the
variable and complicated weather. No wonder
there are some people climing that “There is
no climate but weather in England.”

Englishmen Nicknamsd
“%é;'z Buﬂ)”

In the 18th century, there was a minor

novelist in England called John Arbuthnot
(1667 - 1735) who lived in the period of violent
war between England and Spain over the suc-
cession of Spanish king. He was not satisfied
with the English ’ Whig%é militarism, so he
wrote a book titled The History of John Bull.

In the book he successfully created a char-
acter in detail. The hero was John Bull, a gen-
tleman from the upper class. He was short and
fat, impatient and ready to act as authority.
Meanwhile he was honest and candid, ridicu-
lous and funny, emotional and imaginative. He
was the shadow of the royal government.

The humor and vividness of the character
deeply moved a cartoonist, who, after reading
the book several times, drew an interesting pic-
ture of John Bull. In the cartoon John Bull was
riding a horse, in a hat and a pair of boot,
pretending to be a VIP, and seeming to be
frightened by no difficulties. The -only trouble
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is that he was short and fat, not much like a
“somebody” ! v

However, the cartoon was so attractive
and profound that the Englishmen saw some-

thing that they share with John Bull. Further- |

more, “bull” is something the Englishmen ad-
mired and even worshipped at that time and
even at presenit == mudh the same way as we
Chinese worshifi dragon. So the Englishmen
step by step accept John Bull as their fellow-
man, as the symbol of themselves.

d‘/ow “ Unole Sam ?
Came into B&'rz‘g ?

Uncle Sam was regarded as the symbol of
the USA during the Second Independent War
beginning from 1812 in which the newly bom
US meant to expand its territory to the West.

At &mt ‘time, there was a wise meat
packager in Troy, New York State, called
Samuel Wilon. He was well known for his
honesty and open-mindedness, sympathy as
well as his industry and ambition to develop his
business. He was locally respected and  ad-
mired, thus greeted as Uncle Sam — Sam is
the pet name of Samuel.

He was a patriot and had even taken part

in the Independent War. In the 1812 War, his-
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factory was responsible for supplying canned
beef for the American army. In each barrel he
would mark U.S., shortened for his pet name
Uncle Sam. -

In _]anua'ry 1812, the New ‘York mayor

made a personal visit to his factory and was told

the meaning of U. S.. With the report of the

news, the name Uncle Sam was popular among
the soldiers.

In 1861, Harper's Weekly carried a cartoon
of Uncle Sam: a thin, tall old man, with silver
hair and goatee, in a swallowtail and strip
trousers, a cap with stars. This cartoon ei-
deared American people. In addition, Uncle

Sam was ready to help the others and place the’

interest of the nation above all—this is in line
with the American spirit. All these combined
make the Americans consider Uncle Sam as the
symbol of the USA.
In 1916, the congress officially admits the
nickname in a bill.
Here are two phrases about Undle:
O talk to sb. like a Dutch uncle
O Uncle Tom: (a character in Uncle Tom’s Cab-
in, a novel by Harriet Beecher Stowe) a black
person who is regarded as being humniliatingly
subservient or deferential to white people.
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c74)n£1¢’can4 " Character

Generally speaking, the Americans are
well known for following five features they
share :

1. Adventumus

The courage to try something new has
been an American character ever since the colo-
nial times. Mark Twain described the English-
man as “A person who does things because they
have been done before” while the American as
“A person who does things because they
haven’t been done before” .

The adventurous spirit is reflected in the 4
aspects:

O The cowboys who overcame one difficulty
after another to make life better.

O The westward movement in the mid-19th
century from people who made a long and

dangerous travel westward in search of gold
or land.

O Domestic movement: every year about 40 |
million Americans (40,250 = 16% of the pop- |.

ulation) move to new homes. The average
Americans move 14 times in their lifetime.

O Americans change their spouses more often
than any other people in the world to try a

new life.
2. Prompt and Efficient
Almost every American wears a watch. In
nearly every American room there is a clock.

. 8.
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Hurry, hurry, and hurry! Time is money. Time
waits for no men. Waste of time is not only a
waste of money, but also an insult to others.
3. Materialistic

Americans seem to value money above ev-
erything eke. The key lies in different value.
In America, possessions are symbols of one’s fi-
nancial success and one’s achievement, though,
just as Henry David Thoreau predicted in the
mid-19th century, now it is the possessions that
own the Americans.
4. Direct and Assertive

Americans like to call a spade a spade.
They would voice their own opinions whenev-
er possible. Children often argue with their
parents. Students frequently challenge their

teachers. Citizens always express their objec- |

tions to government actions. Modesty makes
no sense. A modest man gets no job. A mod-
est man may suffer hunger as gu&st in an
American’s home, since he takes your word as
it is.
5. Pursuit of Happiness

Marriage is believed to ha]fpeople s grief,
double people’s joy and quadruple the expens-
es. Thus Americans will try their best to make
a happy couple by all means. Once there is no
joy from marriage, they will enjoy a divorce to

look for a better tomorrow .
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