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FOREWORD TO
THE GEMS OF
BEIJING
CULTURAL

RELICS SERIES

Beijing is the capital of the People’s Republic of China. As a world-famous historical and cultural
city, Beijing created a unique culture and splendid civilization in its age-long historical course. The
abundant and valuable cultural relics of Beijing are witnesses to the truth that the people create
history,material carriers of Beijing’s culture, and an extremely important component of the Chinese
nation’s cultural heritage. According to statistics, the cultural relics preserved in Beijing antiquarian
units and museums number more than 2,000,000, not to speak of uncountable ones buried under-
ground and scattered among the people, of which many have been discovered in recent years. They
are invaluable for understanding Beijing and propagating its and even the whole Chinese nation’s
culture. For a long time, appropriate work has been done for the preservation of available treasures,
but it has been difficult to show them to the public except for a small part exhibited in museums. It
is really a great pity for all the people who love Beijing and its culture to be unable to see these
precious works with their own eyes.

To show publicly the collections of Beijing cultural relics in multiple forms is a duty of antiquar-
ians in their efforts to spread information about history and culture. As an effort to do this, the
Beijing Municipal Bureau of Cultural Relics and Beijing Publishing House are publishing jointly
the Gems of Beijing Cultural Relics Series. The Series includes thousands of masterpieces selected
from the collections of Beijing antiquarian units and museums and puts them in different categories
and volumes, making a comprehensive presentation of Beijing’s culture. This is also a significant
project in the cultural construction of Beijing.

The cultural relics of Beijing have always been celebrated worldwide for their profound cultural
connotations and plethora of excellent works. Of them, many handed-down and unearthed treasures
have been collected in the Series and classified into 17 volumes, i.e. Stone Carvings, Stone Inscriptions,
Pottery and Porcelain (2 volumes), Jades, Bronzes, Ancient Bells, Buddhist Statues (2 volumes),
Gold and Silver Wares, Calligraphy, Paintings, Rare Ancient Books, Textiles and Embroidery,
Furniture, and Works of Decorative Arts (2 volumes), with numerous objects possessing high aes-
thetic as well as historical and academic value. It is the intention of the publishers of these volumi-
nous albums not only to present exquisite works of art for the readers’ appreciation and study, but
also to arouse in them a deep sense of responsibility for history, an intensive pride in Beijing and the
Chinese nation, and a tremendous enthusiasm for creation, s0 that we can all make greater efforts to
safeguard Beijing’s cultural heritage, to enhance its radiance, and to make the Beijing culture a still

more brilliant chapter in our motherland’s history in the new epoch.

Mei Ninghua

July, 1999
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a line in cursive script (a section)

145. Poem on longevity in run-
ning and cursive script

146. Poem with five-charactertoa
line in running and cursive script

147. Poem with five-character to a
line in running and cursive script
(a section)

148. Poem inscribed on a painting
in running and cursive script

149. Poem with seven-character to
a line in running script

150. Calligraphy in cursive script
151. Poems for Climbing Jinshan
Mountain in cursive script

152. Poems for Climbing Jinshan
Mountain in cursive script (a
section)

153. Poem for Building Thatched
Cottage with Plum Blossom in of-
ficial script

154. Calligraphy after Mi Fu’s
style in running script

155. Calligraphy after Mi Fu’s
style in running script (a section)

156. Record of the Old Tippler's
Pavilion by Ouyang Xiu in cursive
script

157. Record of the Old Tippler's
Pavilion by Ouyang Xiu in cursive
script (a section)

158. Poems inscribed on a paint-
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168.

169.
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171.
172.
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ing in cursive script

159. Poems inscribed on a paint-
ing in running script (a part)

160. Poem with seven-character to
a line in running and cursive script
161. Poems in running script (a
part)

162. Poem with five-character to a
line in cursive script

163. Poem with five-character to a
line in cursive script (a section)
164. Poems on Orchid in running
script

165. Calligraphy after Mi Fu's style
in running script

166. Preface for New Poems in Yu
Pavilion by Xu Ling in running
script

167. Poem with seven-character to
a line in running script

168. Poem with seven-character to
a line in running script (a section)
169. Folk songs and ballads in the
Han style in running and cursive
script

170. Letter in running script (a part)
171. Calligraphy in cursive script
172. Postscript for Painting of
Hengyun Mountain Villa in run-
ning script

173. Gatha in running script

174. Poem on Chrysanthemum in
cursive script

175. Poem on Chrysanthemum in
cursive script (a section)

176. Couplet in running script
177. Poem with five-character to a
line in official script

178. Poem with five-character to a
line in cursive script

179. Handwriting of Five Classic
Books in running script (a part)
180. Poems on Eight Scenes in
Longjing in running script

181. Calligraphy in several scripts
182. Calligraphy in several scripts

(a section)
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183. Enjoying Pastoral Life by
Wang Wei in cursive script

184. A Record of Events Inscribed
on A Tablet of Li Sixun in running
script (part 1)

185. A Record of Events Inscribed
on A Tablet of Li Sixun in running
script (part 2)

186. Postscript of Song Rubbing of
Prose with Thousand Characters
in running script (part 1)

187. Postscript of Song Rubbing of
Prose with Thousand Characters
in running script (part 2)

188. Poem with five-character to a
line in cursive script

189. Poem with five-character to a
line in cursive script (a section)
190. Couplet in official script
191. Couplet in seal script

192. Letter in running and cursive
script (1)

193. Letter in running and cursive
script (2)

194. Calligraphy in three scripts
195. Calligraphy in cursive script
196. Couplet in official script
197. Couplet in official script
198. Couplet in official script
199. Stele of Zhang Qian in offi-
cial script ( part 1)

200. Stele of Zhang Qian in offi-
cial script (part 2)

201. Letter in running and cursive
script (a part)

202. Calligraphy in seal script
203. Calligraphy in running script
204. Couplet in seal script

205. Poem with seven-character to

a line in running script
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