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Text IE3X \

Mysterious Societies

Tonight on Best Kept Secrets, a glimpse inside
America’s most dangerous and mysterious secret soci-
eties.

What secrets are locked inside the Tomb of Skull
and Bones? And who belongs to this prestigious' and
private fraternity??

“I don’t want to get on these people’s bad side. I
mean, these are some of the most powerful people on
the planet. ”

And Earth First! They call themselves peaceful
environmentalists. But are they putting innocent lives in
danger?

“My life has been threatened so many times I
couldn’t count it. ”

Plus the Secrets of the Ku Klux Klan® revealed.

“White Power! ”

From the Klan’s secret handshake to the hidden
meaning of the KKK symbol, we take you inside the
most feared secret society in America.

“Boy, if these robes* could talk, it would probably



get me 25 years.”

And, this mild-mannered’ professor is the voice of
an invisible empire, but is he also the brains behind the
Oklahoma City bombing?

These stories tonight, on Best Kept Secrets.

January 1989.

“I, George Herbert Walker Bush, do solemnly’
swear ...

George Bush is sworn in as the 41st President of
the United States.

“... and will, to the best of my ability ....”

He takes a solemn oath to the American people to
uphold the Constitution.

“... 50 help me, God. ”

“Congratulations. ”

“Thank you.”

Eleven years later, his son, George W. Bush, hopes

to follow in his father’s footsteps, but few Americans re-

alize that both father and son have already taken an

oath to a mysterious and powerful secret society known

as Skull and Bones.

It happened while each was a student at presti-
gious Yale University.

“The society was actually founded on the Yale
campus in the year 1832 by a General Russell, who

modeled it upon German lodges® of freemasonry* that

1 BAt

2 ['solemli}
adv. E &3

3 [lod3]
n (FiHe)
L P-X

4 [fri:meisanri]
n FLSHER
&R
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1 ['skelitan]
n R T8

2 ['kofin]
n. ##

3 (ritjual}
n. (F4) X

4 A ARtk 8

S Hak

6 [pras'pektiv]
adj. M6

7 [eili:t]
n M, Mt

used a lot of death’s head imagery, skulls, skeletons’,
coffins?, that sort of thing. ”

Ron Rosenbaum, a journalist whose work has ap-
peared in the New York Times, has spent several years
investigating Skull and Bones and its powerful members.

“Skull and Bones is designed, I think, as a bonding
ritual® for, initially for, the old-money®, old-fashioned,
blue-blooded®, Eastern establishment.”

In addition to both President Bush and his son,
other distinguished members, or Bonesmen, as they ’re
called, include senator John Kerry of Massachusetts and
conservative spokesman William F. Buckley, Junior.
Each year, 15 new members are selected from the junior
class in a ceremony known as “tap night.” Prospective®
members receive a tap on the shoulder from a Bones-
man. For these chosen few, this exclusive invitation
means they are destined for greatness.

“These 15 people are going to be part of an elite’,
not just an elite on the Yale campus, but an elite of
American destiny; people who will guide the nation,
people who consciously see themselves as having a mis-
sion to be America’s leaders.”

The new members are led to this forbidding and
windowless structure on the Yale campus known as the
“Tomb,” and it’s the secret meeting place of Skull and

Bones.



“There are all sorts of legends about what goes on,
on that April night when the Skull and Bones members
are tapped and are first brought to the Tomb.”

Exactly what happens -behind these padlocked'
doors?

Rumors include everything from bizarre sexual
practices to grave robbing.

“Part of the reason for the secrecy, I think, is it
creates a mystique?, inwardly® and outwardly. It en-
courages the members of Skull and Bones to believe
that they’re so special, that what goes on in the Tomb
is so highly fraught® with, with deep meaning, that it
can’t be uttered to the outside world.”

Senator Kerry and Mr. Buckley politely declined®
our written request to speak with them about their mem-
bership in Skull and Bones. Mr. Bush also refused to
comment.

But we tracked down a Bonesman named Julio
Gonzalez, who is now an alderman® in New Haven,
Connecticut.

“We're looking for you to give us some, maybe
just one or two little secrets of the Skull and Bones.”

“Well, I really appreciated my time in the organi
zation. I think I’m not gonna discuss it today, so I don’t
have any comment on.”

Students on campus are also in the dark when it

1 [peediok]

vt. (BEF) EX#
H (AL
Hap)

2 [mis'ti:k]
n. 7 Rt

3 ['inwadli]
ady. 7R3k

4 [fro:t)

5 [di'klain]
v. B4

6 ['2:ldeman]
n TR




