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1999 & Z i1 Passage 2:

In the first year or so of Web business, most of the action has revolved around efforts to tap the
consumer market. More recently, as the Web proved to be more than a fashion, companies have started
to buy and sell products and services with one another. Such business-to-business sales make sense
because business people typically know what product they’re looking for.

Nonetheless, many companies still hesitate to use the Web because of doubts about its reliability.
“Businesses need to feel they can trust the pathway between them and the supplier,” says senior analyst
Blane Erwin of Forrester Research. Some companies are limiting the risk by conducting online transac-
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tions only with established business partners who are given access to the company’s private intranet.
Another major shift in the model for Internet commerce concerns the technology available for
marketing, Until recently, Internet marketing activities have focused on strategies to “pull” customers
into sites. In the past year, however, software companies have developed tools that allow companies to
“push” information directly out to consumers, transmitting marketing messages directly to targeted
customers. Most notably, the Pointcast Network uses a screen saver to deliver a continually updated
stream of news and advertisements to subscribers’ computer monitors. Subscribers can customize the
information they want to receive and proceed directly to a company’s Web site. Companies such as
Virtual Vineyards are already starting to use similar technologies to push messages to customers about
special sales, product offerings, or other events. But push technology has earned the contempt of many
Web users. Online culture thinks highly of the notion that the information flowing onto the screen comes

there by specific request. Once commercial promotion begins to fill the screen uninvited, the distinction
between the Web and television fades. That’s a prospect that horrifies Net purists.
But it is hardly inevitable that companies on the Web will need to resort to push strategies to make

money. The examples of Virtual Vineyards, Amazon.com, and other pioneers show that a Web site
selling the right kind of products with the right mix of interactivity, hospitality, and security will attract
online customers. And the cost of computing power continues to free fall, which is a good sign for any
enterprise setting up shop in silicon. People looking back 5 or 10 years from now may well wonder why
so few companies took the online plunge.
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FLUGS, HREEESRR BB BN GRS, XURERERIELSHEK, .
[1] There are a number of causes for the phenomenon.
First, ...
Second, ...
Finally, ...
{2] How to ...?
First, ...
Second, ...
Third, ...
[3] There are obvious advantages to ... .

et A — R R ——F

For one thing, ...
For another, ...
Despite the advantages, there are also some disadvantages.
For example, ...
[4] The phenomenon may affect us physically, emotionally and psychologically.
Physically, ...
Emotionally, ...
Psychologically, ...
[5] ... offer us many opportunities/benefits.
First, ...
Second, ...
Finally, ...
The challenges are obvious.
For example, ...
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A well-conceived and well-constructed paragraph is a unit, and often this unity is indicated by a key
sentence that is called the topic sentence. The topic sentence states the central thought, which the rest
of the paragraph develops. We can think of the topic sentences as a kind of backbone, a spine, which
supports the body of the paragraph and around which the rest of the structure is formed.
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Even those who aren’t hunting for jobs may find search agents worthwhile. Some use them to keep

a close watch on the demand for their line of work or gather information on compensation to arm
themselves when negotiating for a raise. Although happily employed, Redmon maintains his agent at
CareerBuilder. “You always keep your eyes open,” he says. Working with a personal search agent means
having another set of eyes looking out for you.

FF AN 4E Text 3 B SE— B«

Many folks see silver linings to this slowdown. Potential home buyers would cheer for lower
interest rates. Employers wouldn’t mind a little fewer bubbles in the job market, Many consumers seem
to have been influenced by stock-market swings, which investors now view as a necessary ingredient to
a sustained boom. Diners might see an upside, too. Getting a table at Manhattan’s hot new Alain Ducasse
restaurant used to be impossible. Not anymore. For that, Greenspan & Co. may still be worth toasting.

EBEE—DEHFAHER, AR RSB EEE, T LB EE LSRR )
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Straifford president George Friedman says he sees the online world as a kind of mutually reinforcing
tool for both information collection and distribution, a spymaster’s dream. Last week his firm was busy
vacuuming up data bits from the far corners of the world and predicting a crisis in Ukraine.” As soon as
that report runs, we’ll suddenly get 500 new internet sign-ups from Ukraine,” says Friedman, a former
political science professor. “And we’ll hear back from some of them.” Qpen-source spying does have its
risks, of course, since it can be difficult to tell good information from bad. That ‘s where Straitford
earns its keep.

X 4. 2002 £ Passage One H1 48 = B2 .

If you are part of the group which you are addressing, you will be in a position to know the
experiences and problems which are common to all of you and it’ll be appropriate for you to make a
passing remark about the inedible canteen food or the chairman’s notorious bad taste in ties. With other
audiences you mustn’t attempt to cut in with humor as they will resent an outsider making disparaging
remarks about their canteen or their chairman. You will be on safer ground if you stick to scapegoats like
the Post Office or the telephone system.
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40 2004 4 Text 2 BB )G —EBE .

The humiliation continues. At university graduation ceremonies, the ABCs proudly get their awards
first; by the time they reach the Zysmans most people are literally having a ZZZ. Shortlists for job
interviews, election ballot papers, lists of conference speakers and attendees: all tend to be drawn up
alphabetically, and their recipients lose interest as they plough through them.

BRETLEMARD, il “XFARN ERXEEESE,” REARNEFMELLH,

T4 2004 4E Text 4 (158 1 B .

Ralph Waldo Emerson and other Transcendentalist philosophers thought schooling and rigorous
book learning put unnatural restraints on children: “We are shut up in schools and college recitation
rooms for 10 or 15 years and come out at last with a bellyful of words and do not know a thing.” Mark
Twain’s Huckleberry Finn exemplified American anti-intellectualism. Its hero avoids being civilized —
— going to school and learning to read — so he can preserve his innate goodness.

RBET WA F U E— BT R EED & LR AREYR, XA G T BIRE
B EEIPAS S0 & A EmersonFIMark Twain, B TiXHA A B8, B s SITE T80,

F40 2000 4 passage 1 IRAHAIEE B

It was inevitable that this primacy should have narrowed as other countries grew richer. Just as
inevitably, the retreat from predominance proved painful. By the mid-1980s Americans had found them-
selves at a loss over their fading industrial competitiveness. Some huge American industries, such as
consumer electronics, had shrunk or vanished in the face of foreign competition. By 1987 there was
only one American television maker left, Zenith. (Now there is none: Zenith was bought by South
Korea’s LG Electronics in July.) Foreign-made cars and textiles were sweepin g into the domestic mar-
ket. America’s machine-tool industry was on the ropes. For a while it looked as though the making of

semiconductors, which America had which sat at the heart of the new computer age, was going to be
the next casualty.
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There is another way to commit evolutionary suicide: stay alive, but have fewer children. Few

people are as fertile as in the past. Except in some religious communities, very few women has 15
children. Nowadays the number of births, like the age of death, has become average. Most of us have
roughly the same number of offspring. Again, differences between people and the opportunity for
natural selection to take advantage of it have diminished. India shows what is happening. The country
offers wealth for a few in the great cities and poverty for the remaining tribal peoples. The grand
mediocrity of today — everyone being the same in survival and number of offspring — means that
natural selection has lost 80% of its power in upper-middle-class India compared to the tribes.

BREH—WREER, P “evolutionary suicide” & L Hh%, BA & BN, HILTE
F “stay alive, but have fewer children” HNLLMERE. BlJG 4 M F Bt #EERA LA E YL, E6h)
TR, XE—FMEE “B—H—8" IR,

A& 1999 4 passage | BB /5—EX -

Now the tide appears to be turning. As personal injury claims continue as before, some courts are
beginning to side with defendants, especially in cases where a warning label probably wouldn’t have
changed anything. In May, Julie Nimmons, president of Schutt Sports in Illinois, successfully fought a
lawsuit involving a football player who was paralyzed in a game while wearing a Schutt helmet. “We’re
really sorry he has become paralyzed, but helmets aren’t designed to prevent those kinds of injuries,”
says Nimmons. They jury agreed that the nature of the game, not the helmet, was the reason for the
athlete’s injury. At the same time, the American Law Institute — a group of judges, lawyers, and
academics whose recommendations carry substantial weight — issued new guidelines for tort law
stating that companies need not warn customers of obvious dangers or bombard them with a lengthy list
of possible ones. “Important information can get buried in a sea of trivialities,” says a law professor at
Cornell Law School who helped draft the new guidelines. If the moderate end of the legal community
has its way, the information on products might actually be provided for the benefit of customers and not
as protection against legal liability.

FRE—AHTE, B BERRE A TEL (FEIZKIFIAH, HBREOIE RS F]
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4n 2004 4E Text | F%5 "B .

With thousands of career-related sites on the Internet, finding promising openings can be time-
consuming and inefficient. Search agents reduce the need for repeated visits to the databases. But
although a search agent worked for Redmon, career experts see drawbacks. Narrowing your criteria,
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for example, may work against you: “Every time you answer a question you eliminate a possibility.” says

one expert.

RGBS R AR TRk LI, REA—A Butfedis| S HX i "RERE"
IR 2L, R —FE SRR, s RH—AFEE. TRZ.

FE4N 2004 4F Text 4 87 BL

Intellect, according to Hofstadter, is different from native intelligence, a quality we reluctantly
admire. Intellect is the critical, creative, and contemplative side of the mind. Intelligence seeks to grasp,
manipulate, re-order, and adjust, while intellect examines, ponders, wonders, theorizes, criticizes and
imagines.

1% B Xt Eb 3t B 905 & 4B intellect 55 intelligence B E LK B, 3CH 64 BA S A9 X EL B8
Prceial, & —AbHRBkrIFT.

40 2003 4F passage 3 A% B} .

Supporters of the new super systems argue that these mergers will allow for substantial cost
reductions and better coordinated service. Any threat of monopoly, they argue, is removed by fierce
competition from trucks. But many shippers complain that for heavy bulk commodities traveling long
distances, such as coal, chemicals, and grain, trucking is too costly and the railroads therefore have
them by the throat.

ZBR AR T X A RRAAROFHEE, AR UEXHENSE, RFH—/BUTS|
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Another major shift in the model for Internet commerce concerns the technology available for
marketing. Until recently, Internet marketing activities have focused on strategies to “pull” customers
into sites. In the past year, however, software companies have developed tools that allow companies to
“push” information directly out to consumers, transmitting marketing messages directly to targeted
customers. Most notably, the Pointcast Network uses a screen saver to deliver a continually updated
stream of news and advertisements to subscribers’ computer monitors. Subscribers can customize the
information they want to receive and proceed directly to a company’s Web site. Companies such as
Virtual Vineyards are already starting to use similar technologies to push messages to customers about
special sales, product offerings, or other events. But push technology has earned the contempt of many
Web users. Online culture thinks highly of the notion that the information flowing onto the screen comes
there by specific request. Once commercial promotion begins to fill the screen uninvited, the distinction
between the Web and television fades. That’s a prospect that horrifies Net purists.
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It has long been known that a taxi firm called AAAA cars has a big advantage over Zodiac cars
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when customers thumb through their phone directories. Less well known is the advantage that Adam
Abbott has in life over Zo€& Zysman. English names are fairly evenly spread between the halves of the
alphabet. Yet a suspiciously large number of top people have surnames beginning with letters between A
and K.
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But they could and should be. Encouraging kids to reject the life of the mind leaves them vulnerable
to exploitation and control. Without the ability to think critically, to defend their ideas and understand the
ideas of others, they cannot fully participate in our democracy. Continuing along this path, says writer

Earl Shorris, “We will become a second-rate country. We will have a less civil society.”
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Hunting for a job late last year, lawyer Gant Redmon stumbled across CareerBuilder, a job database
on the Internet. He searched it with no success but was attracted by the site’s “personal search agent”.
It’s an interactive feature that lets visitors key in job criteria such as location, title, and salary, then E-
mails them when a matching position is posted in the database. Redmon chose the keywords legal,
intellectual property, and Washington, D.C. Three weeks later, he got his first notification of an opening.
“I'struck gold,” says Redmon, who E-mailed his resume to the employer and won a position as in-house
counsel for a company.

XBNEMAT #IRedmon @it “R ERBERE” B THEOSEE, BRAKRSHFLENHE
JRR FFEUGR I .

. BIBEEHREFE

RKEFEHANBENGE M, R FREEIER M (coherence), YrREBENILERE B
WCAHT R, W) 5022005 CAHE AR, XRIREGEE Al EGE R T . RITARS
PRI, FHEREERBRA—ME L. B TFRERPI—5, — S S88nE—1,
AREEBER . MEMIX— K, B— MU THEQS—Ef L —0M0ISRA LR, 45k
HendE &k i An R NAR A LA HIRIRI 2878 , Bk an 5 A4 e BRI A AT LA AR SN i e 05
T T, AERF REENIE L (s=F):

AB(sl) — BC(s2) — CD(s3) — DE(s4) — EF(s5) — FG(s6) — GH(s7) — N

BREBOXAENE LB, REBRERENER. bR TEHIESE, FEAE. REE
B o RIBREIE LRREWI, DI RIS, FCA% BERNSIESLETR
RIS .



Z OB HM R R % Sk

1. EiR

R

7 3 (5l i

for example, for instance, as a case in point, in the case of, as an illustration, such as, like, that is,
say, as, take as an example

FELEH

similarly, likewise, in the same way, in the same manner, the same...as, like, both, equally impor-
tant, in the meantime, meanwhile, compared with

Xt Y

on the contrary, on the other hand, by contrast, unlike, whereas, rather than, conversely, instead,
the opposite is true, in contrast, in comparison

REHH

although, though, nevertheless, however, but, admittedly, it is true...but, in spite of, even though,
yet, rather, while/although, in spite of, despite

ZEEM

because, as, since, for, owing to, due to, as a result of, on account of

RERM

thus, so, hence, consequently, therefore, accordingly, for this reason, as a consequence, therefore,
generally speaking, as a result, accordingly,

XEEW

chiefly, especially, indeed, in fact, certainly, particularly, to be sure, actually, above all, most impor-
tant, worse, as a matter of fact, no doubt

Z. 3. 0]

and, also, furthermore, likewise, in addition (to), moreover, first, second, third %,

e, 3§ d:0]

first, second, in the first place, in the second place, next, also, besides, furthermore, moreover, in
addition, what is more, for one thing, for another, not only..., but also

RER

in conclusion, in short, on the whole, finally, lastly, to sum up, to conclude, in any event, in brief,
in summary, in a word

i gy

earlier, previous, formerly, before, after, as, until, meanwhile, later, afterwards, next

REHH

above, across, beyond, in front of, next to, opposite, under, below, nearby, close to

REBH

he, she, they, it, this, that, these, those, so, as

{E X et P FIR B RIEE R R, FTLAKKE M ZRE Rk, 4n.

Another reason why we distrust thinking is that it seems unnatural. Human beings are a social
species, but thinking is an activity that requires solitude. Consequently, we worry about people who
like to think. It disturbs us to meet a person who deliberately chooses to sit alone and think instead of
going to a party or a soccer match. We suspect that such a person needs counseling.
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