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ABSTRACT X

ABSTRACT

Living in the era which hold in esteem for Taoism and advocat-
ed combining Confucianism, Tacism and Buddhism into one, Zhu Xi
was diligent in studying and fusing Tacism and Confucianism all his
life. He was steadfast in Confucianism’ s stand under the influences
of the factors like his family background, the thought of Zhou Dun-
yi, Zhang Zai, Cheng Hao, Cheng Yu, Shao Yong and his teach-
ers, and the social reality in Song Dynasty which stressed the Cen-
tralization, the Three Cardinals and the Five Constant Virtues. In
the time, Confucianism’ s metaphysics was much weaker than that
of the Buddhism and Taoism. In order to survive and develop, Con-
fucianism, Tacism and Buddhism each tried to hold a dominant posi-
tion in all social fields. So, each of them carries strong sectarian or-
thodoxy bias, which determined that Zhu Xi could not derive
thoughts undisguisedly from Buddhism and Tacism. Because of his
emphasis on Taoism, he absorbed more thoughts from Taocism than
that from Buddhism. Naturally, Zhu Xi would not absorb thoughts
from Taoism without his own opinions. On the contrary, he grafted
Confucianism on the level of Metaphysics, at the same time, he also
absorbed Confucianism from the aspects of solving the problems in
its starting point, its trend of thought, its principle of methodology,
its mode of thinking, as well as from the aspects of Tacism’ s cate-
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gory, concept, and the relations mode among category or concept.
Nevertheless, because the stand of Taoism is different from that of
Confucianism, Taoism’ s metaphysics must be in accordance with
Confucianism’ s ethics and its political thoughts. Therefore, Zhu
Xi must remold appropriately the ideology, which was originated
from Taoism. So, he absorbed the quintessence of the Confucian
school before South-Song Dynasty and gave it a new explanation.
After synthesizing Taoism with Confucianism (also absorbing some
thoughts from Buddhism indirectly), he merged Taoism and Confu-
cianism into one, thus extracting from predecessors’ thought but
surpassing them.

On metaphysics where Heaven and Human didn’ t sever, in
order to explain the relational mode between Li (or principle) and
Qi, Zhu Xi made references to the relational mode among Tao, Li,
Qi of Taoism to explore that Tao-in-itself is full of vitality and went
on to explain why it is so. Then he referred to the idea of " the Ul-
timate of Nonbeing and the Supreme Ultimate ” discussed by Reli-
gious Tacism, connected Genetics closely with Ontology. Through
this, he established the theory of Li-in-itself as the kernel of his phi-
losophy, which is similar to Religious Taoism’ s philosophical
framework that human nature can return to the starting point and
cultivated nature can return to it’ s truth. The theory of Li-in-itself
is applied to actuality where Heaven and human severed, which in-
cludes the theory of the principle of object concerning the relation-
ship between Human and natural world and the theory of the princi-
ple of nature concerning the relationship among individuals and be-
tween individuals and society. As to the former, Zhu Xi used Tao-
ism’ s, especially the derived thoughts from Taoism Origination, to
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transform the theory discussed in The Great Learning which advo-
cates that the extension of knowledge lies in the investigation of
things, which used the exhaustive pursuit of principles to explain
the investigation of things, thus heightening Confucianism’ s spec-
ulative level. As a result, Zhu Xi not only made Confucianism hav-
ing content interrelated with natural world but also lay a foundation
for uniting the theory of the Principle of Object with the theory of
the Principle of Nature. As to the latter, by applying Noumenon to
human nature and using Taoism, especially Religious Taoism
thought on human nature that two sides are embodied into one, Zhu
Xi examined human nature from the angle of Li and Qi, divided hu-
man nature into the physical nature and the nature of Heaven and
Earth. He equated the nature of Heaven and Earth with human na-
ture, believing that human nature is i and human nature is funda-
mental while feeling is practical. Thus, he established the theory of
Application on moderating feeling and returning to human nature.
In order to return from the reality, where Heavens and Human sev-
ered, to the ideal state, where Noumenon equates origination and
where Heaven and human did not sever, Zhu Xi implemented the
theory of the Principle of Object and the theory of the Principle of
Nature to the theory of the Principle of Mind. Similar to Taocism,
especially Religious Taoism, Zhu Xi examined the mind from the
angles of Li and Qi, regarded mind as the container holding Li and
the tool mastering Heaven principle. Then, by absorbing the doc-
trine of the Mean and the theory of Moderating Mind in Religious
Taoism, he established the old doctrine of the Mean, the new doc-
trine of the Mean, the theory that mind unites nature with feeling,
thus advancing the theory of Application which advocates changing
3
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the human mind to the cosmic mind, ” eliminating human desires
and preserving heavenly principle”, returning to mind-in-itself, e-
quating human nature to Li so as to unite Heaven with human.
Thus, application also is founding and heightening realm. To tran-
scending the ultimate realm, taking life and death philosophically is
necessary. ,
Keywords: Zhu Xi’ s Philosophy, Philosophical Taoism, Reli-

gious Taotsm, Confucianism




H x
PR vvereeeeneenne e e (1)
BB veereeereeeemm et (1)

R AMEEX. EHXRHEREHEIH

%’_ﬁ jt;ﬁﬁ?ﬁiﬁ;\ ﬁam*g ........................ ( 1 )
B AF e (1)
%:iﬁ )ﬁamﬁ—giﬁ%\ lgﬂ%#&?‘\ ........................ ( 4 )
%Ejﬁ Egﬁﬂgiﬁﬁ%%g% ................................. ( 6 )

— <<E>> Ejiﬁﬁ%%% .................................... ( 6 )
. Eﬂﬁ,ﬁ.ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ .................................... (8)
= RE TSR BB oo (8)
WILY  HBH TBEEE . B (10)

SE AWMSER. BHERBEZ Lo (13)

B3 *%_‘Zjﬁ%\ ﬁﬂg@g@ ........................... (13)
—. _%i;:\ q:qzﬂeg_ﬁlgzz\ ﬁﬁ ........................ ( 13)
= REBREX (ARE) M

<<E;]EJ§I§‘J¥>> B{JB{-?E ................................... (14)
=. %%_ﬁiﬁﬂ#’ﬁ%* ....................................... ( 18 )
W, EFR. ESTRERERRSSES (20)
_:"—ﬁ ﬂi%i@i‘é%{\ ﬁﬁmﬁz-ie ........................... ( 22)




B REUFEHER, #H4

%ET’ ﬂegxd-mlg:ggmz\‘rﬁ]?&g ........................ ( 28 )
%mﬁ‘]‘ ﬁﬁﬁﬂé%fk%ﬁ% ................................. ( 31)

TR RREFENEX. EHENRESEHE

%Eﬁ Eﬁi@ ...................................................... (34)
B L BITF B BRIGR e (35)
B BE. BEZIRAIBR AL ceerrerreererramenenns (38)

— E?@W@H"JJE%{\ BI=E5'¢); F/-RRR T IR P T PR R PSR PPPRPRPY (38)
T BEH (40)
=. iﬁ—'ﬁf'ﬁﬂ ................................................... (43)
PO, RBERBH oo (46)
- s FEﬁﬁ%fEKEB‘]JEWI@ .............................. (49)
WIS HTLERE “TRRTTIIR eeerermerremmemenen (55)
— T KA B roeeeoeeen (55)
= EE R SG SRR e (59)
BT BRI vvvrrerreeemmrneer e (94)
— L BEREE e (95)
T B S e (98)
=. ﬁ%l’t\,'—:}ﬂﬁlﬁﬂgﬁf[ﬂ ................................. (102)

FHE P (107)
o %E{tﬁ@*g@gﬁ;@g ........................... (107)
] %%%}E ................................................ (113)
BV OER . EHTREMMEEEEM (120)

%iﬁ ﬁﬂ;;ﬁ ...................................................... (123)
B R AR - eeeeree e, (126)

— NEGE, SiptEBILIB, SR oo (126)
et :&ﬁg ......................................................... (134)




